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Local history sources for German
genealogical research

Hofgeschichten, Hausergeschichten
and Biirgerbiicher

Researchers might be familiar with Ortssippenbiicher (also
known as Ortsfamilienbiicher) or local genealogical registers
published for many villages in Germany. These secondary
sources, which contain extractions from local church records,
provide a short cut to finding birth, marriage, and death infor-
mation that might not otherwise be readily available. While
Ortssippenbiicher (OSBs) provide basic vital data, Hofges-
chichten (farm chronicles), Hausergeschichten (building chroni-
cles), and Biirgerbiicher (citizen registers) are publications that
can provide historical and social context for an ancestor’s life,
as well as additional genealogical clues. Like OSBs, they are
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- Local history sources, such‘:?s Hofgeschidhten, can
provide interesting détaﬂ?ﬁﬁab@g; an ancestor’s historical,
social, and cultural context. A Hofgeschichte for the

 village of Oberpreuschwitz, pictured here in 2016, is

~ available in the History & Genealogy Department.

secondary sources whose contents are extracted from local
records. Unlike OSBs, their format and content can vary great-
ly. They can be stand-alone publications, included within a
comprehensive local history, or appear as articles in a journal.
Although these sources are challenging to use for the non-
German speaker, they are worth the effort to research.

Hofgeschichten

The core of Hofgeschichten are chronological (or succession)
lists of tenants or occupants of individual farms from the earli-
est records to the time of publication. The breadth and depth of
information varies with each publication. Some provide a bare
succession list, while others can offer genealogical information
about individuals. The chronicle lists can be useful for con-
necting generations, because tenancy was often heritable.

The manorial system

The information provided in Hofgeschichten can be difficult to
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Past

interpret for those who are not familiar with the historical con-
text and social construction of German farming communities
before the mid-19™ century. Farm life and landholding was
shaped by the manorial system (Herrschaft),which developed
out of feudalism and provided economic and social stability.
The system was based on protection given by someone in a
superior position (a lord, for example) in exchange for loyalty,
service, and payments in money and kind by someone in a
position with less power, such as a peasant.

In this highly stratified system, a landlord needed to extract the
wealth from his land to enrich himself and pay obligations
owned to his superiors. He required laborers in the form of
peasant farmers to create this wealth. Peasants had neither the
means nor status to own land, but could obtain support and
subsistence from the landlord in exchange for his and his fami-
ly’s labor and production. Terms of this exchange were gov-
erned by leases formulated by custom and local law.

In return for a house to live in and the ability to grow crops
and livestock for personal consumption, the landlord received
a portion of what the farmer produced and often other rents
and fees. The relationship between the tenant and the landlord
was commonly a form of indentured servitude known as
Leibeigene. The landlord not only had control of his subjects’
economic activities, but also many aspects of their personal
lives, such as marriage and religious affiliation. The landlord
could also require his subjects to perform military service.

The manorial system persisted in some parts of Germany until
the early 19™ century, when the manors were dissolved and
farmers could own their properties outright. The laws and cus-
toms that governed the manorial system varied from territory
to territory, and the details of such a system are beyond the
scope of this article. Some Hofgeschichten and community
histories include information about the local implementation
of the manorial system. The article, “Surname Changes in
Northwestern Germany” by Roger Minert provides infor-
mation about the manorial system as practiced in the area of
Westphalia. Although the article pertains to a local circum-
stance, the article is useful for understanding how the manorial
system worked in general.

In some areas of Germany, farms society became stratified,
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with some farms obtaining greater rights and privileges than
others. This resulted in multiple terms such as Kotter, Sélde,
Vollerbe, Halberbe, and Colon, which are inadequately trans-
lated as “farmer” in English Emest Thode’s German Genea-
logical Dictionary is useful for interpreting the meaning of
these and other historical terminology.

Examples of Hofgeschichten

The following examples of Hofgeschichten demonstrate the
variety of formats and types of information these sources can
provide.

Schwaighausen

Title: Schwaighausen: Ein Dorf im W andel der Zeit
[Schwaighausen: A Village in the Course of Time]

Schwaighausen is a village in the Swabian region of south-
western Bavaria. The Hofgeschichte appears in the context of
a comprehensive history of the village. Contents include:

o Settlement and early history

¢ Basic overview of the manorial system (Herrschaft)
¢ 19th & 20th century land and social reforms
e Hardships

¢ Associated settlements

e Infrastructure

o Agriculture

¢ Craft & industry

¢ Societies & social clubs

¢ Building & farm histories

e Lexicon

The chapter on farm histories provides historical information
about the properties, a chronological list of occupants to the
early 2000s, and a photo of the farm house. The following
example is a partial translation of the text (Fig. 1).

Gartenstrafie 1

House no. 19, [called] “Beim Brosele,” formerly a Sélde
[cottage], a two-family home

The community bath house stood on the farm property
before the Thirty-Year’s War. Martin Geiger is mentioned
as the first occupant in the manorial record (Urbar) of
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1580/1601. During the fragmentation of the manor
(Herrschaft) in 1671, there is only a mention of “standing
in front of the bath house” and in 1694 succinctly, “the
bath is gone.” The high water demand was satisfied by the
numerous surrounding springs. ..

Leibherrschaft [bonded servitude], Gerichtsbarkeit
[judicial righrts]: the previously mentioned landlords had
these privileges at their disposal. Leibherrschaft ended in
1808 and Gerichtsbarkeit in 1848. The latter fell to the
provincial court.

Tenants are then listed in succession. An example follows:

Manorial record of 1671 / 1678
Transfer fee: 20 Florin
Caspar Fischer from the Luzern area, married in 1661 in
Holzgriin [location of the parish church]
Maria Urbin
Rent in 1671: 4 Viertel rye, 4 Viertel oats,
1 Florin & 17 Kreuzer payment for hay
Kitchen rent: 1 hen, 2 cocks, 50 eggs
Land use description. ..
Cattle inventory in 1678: 1 cow, 1 calf
Service: 7 days of manual labor
Distillation fee: 1 Florin

His occupation of the farm is confirmed by the manorial
record of 1671. Fischer transferred 2 cows, 1 steer, 1 calf,
distillation equipment, and everything pertaining to the
farm to his step-daughter in 1680 for 82 Florin. For the
rest of his life, he lived in the front chamber. In the winter,
he shared the heated living room with his son-in-law.
From that resulted the mutual obligation of gathering and
preparing firewood from the communal forest. Fischer
owed the landlord a specific rent, and if he paid it on time,
he had prospects for leaving an inheritance.

PAGE 3

Gartenstrafle 1
Hs. Nr. 19, ,,Beim Brosele” ehemalige Sélde, Zweifamilienhaus

Vor dem 30-jahrigen Krieg stand auf dem Hofareal die Badestube der Gemeinde. Als
erster Inhaber geht Martin Geiger im Urbar von 1580/1601 hervor. Bei der Herrschafts-
zertrimmerung 1671 erscheint dann lediglich der Hinweis ,,alwo hier bevor die Bad-
stub gestanden” und 1694 heifit es kurz und lapidar ,,das Bad ist hinweg”. Den hohen
Wasserbedarf deckten wohl die zahlreichen Wasserquellen im Umfeld. Grundsitzliches
iiber den allgemeinen Badebetrieb und Aufgaben des Baders enthilt das Kapitel ,,Ba-
der”.

Aus einst bescheidenen Anfingen mit ca. 7 Jauchert Grund entwickelte sich bis zu-
letzt eine Landwirtschaft mittlerer GréRe, bis auch hier die Hofbesitzer, dem allgemei-
nen Trend folgend, die Landwirtschaft 1991 stilllegten. Schon vor 1808 ist der Hausna-
me ,Brosele” (Brosamen) ein fester Begriff, womit unterschwellig auf die bescheidenen
wirtschaftlichen Verhiltnisse hingewiesen wurde. Nicht zuletzt aus diesem Grund
rdumte die Herrschaft der Familie ein Zusatzeinkommen mit dem Branntwein- und
Weberrecht ein.

Grundherrschaft: Als 1671 die Herrschaft unter den sieben Neubronnerischen Erben
verlost wurde, gehorte das leibfallige S5ldgut zu Los Nr. 7 von Johann Wachter. Bereits
bei seinen beiden Téchtern mit ihren Eheminnern Georg Jakob Scheufele und Dr. Be-
nedikt Hermann zersplitterte sich der Besitz wieder. Fast mit jeder neuen Generation
stieg die Zahl der Erbberechtigten. Teilungen und Abtretungen innerhalb der Familie
reihten sich aneinander. Zwar wird 1806 nur auf die Dr. Benedikt Hermannschen Erben
verwiesen, bis das Rentamt Memmingen (1810 — 1834) allein bei dieser Sélde folgende
Besitzanteile bestitigte: % Anteil Johann Jakob von Zoller, Memmingen, je % Anteil To-
bias und Johann Jakob von Wachter. Zwei von ihnen, Tobias von Wachter und Johann
Jakob von Zoller, starben 1839. Nunmehr tauchten als deren ,,Relikten” insgesamt neun
namentlich genannte Personen mit Besitzanspriichen auf. Es mag ein abschreckendes
Beispiel sein, welche Kettenreaktion an Erbberechtigten die Herrschaftszertriimmerung
1671 ausloste. Mit der Aufhebung der standes- und gutsherrlichen Gerichtsbarkeit 1848
durch Bayern endete die Grundherrschaft

Leibherrschaft, Gerichtsbarkeit: Die zuvor erwéahnten Grundherren verfiigten auch iiber
diese beiden Privilegien. Allerdings endeten aufgrund bayrischer Erlasse bereits 1808
die Leibherrschaft wie auch 1848 die Gerichtsbarkeit. Letztere Aufgabe fiel dem Land-
gericht Ottobeuren zu.

Figure 1 | A sample text from the Hofgeschichte for the Swa-
bian village of Schwaighausen (Schwaighausen: Ein Dorf im
Wandel der Zeit, p. 282)

Sybille Birzlerin, Schwaighausen, stepdaughter of Caspar
Fischer

Because the building was found to be in poor condition,
the landlord required the tenant to procure the necessary
materials to restore it. In consideration of the significant
expense, he waived the transfer fee.

The introduction to the farm history mentions that is was for-
merly a Sélde, a regional term for cottage. This is a term for a
property, usually located adjacent to the home of the principle
tenant, that included enough land for a garden and a few live-
stock but not enough resources to pay rent. The occupant,
therefore, had to hire himself out as a day laborer in order to
make ends meet.

Transferred: 1680

Marriage fee and admission fee: 8 Florin

Consent fee: 30 Kreuzer

Caspar Reiner from Lautern, Manor [Herrschaft] of
Bregenz

Married on 30 Sept. 1680 in Holzgiinz to
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As indicated above, the manorial records of 1671 state that
Casper Fischer was given tenancy of the property and provides
details of his lease obligations and other information. The
lease was transferred to his step-daughter, Sybille Urbin, in
1680. A woman could inherit tenancy but could not operate a
farm, as her legal status was dependent on a related male. In
this case, Sybille quickly married Casper Reiner, who had to
pay the corresponding fee of 8 Florin to the landlord.

Bayersoien

Title: Bayersoier Haus und Hofgeschichte: Geschlechter,
Hausnamen, Flurnamen [Building and Farm Chronicle of
Baiersoien: Families, House Names, Field Names]

Baiersoien is a village in southern Bavaria. The book focuses
on the succession lists for each farm and includes a photo of
the farmhouse but provides little information about the history
of the community itself. Contents include:

Brief overview of place names with etymologies

e Brief historical introduction

¢ Explanation of the farm chronicles and sources used

e Information about the foundational source: tax
records from 1671

¢ Farm / building chronicles

e New construction since 1920

e Ficld names

e List of sources

The entry for Echelsbach No. 10 begins with when the owner-
ship of the property changed hands in 1167 and again in 1362
(Fig 2). The chronological list of tenants begins with Jorg
Kiibler in 1470. The succeeding entries include no genealogi-
cal information outside of an indication of marriage (without
dates), but it is clear from the surnames that the property often
transferred between generations.

Mockritz

Title: Bduerliche Besitzfolgen in Modritz, Kreis Torgau [Farm
Successions in Mockritz, District of Torgau]
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!/s Hof Kloster Rottenbuch Freistift 800 fl

1167 von Herzog Welf VI an das Kloster Kemp-
ten gegeben, 1362 vom Kloster Rotten-
buch gekautft (ein Geraut) (15)

1470 Jérg Kubler (1)

1501 Wolfgang Kubler d. U. geit Pauzins ein
Gulden (1)

1578 Marx Fendt (18)

1600 Andreas Rueff « Dorothea (18)

1625 Johann Rueff d. U. = Ursula (36)

1626 Michael Rueff d. H. d. Ww. % Ursula Ru-

1706 Benedikt Magold v. lichbergd. K. « Anna
Schretter v. Ohlstadt (31)

1738 Balthasar Schwarz v. Waltenhofen d. H.
% Maria Magold (31)

1740 Balthasar Schwarz Il. e Maria Kath. Hock
v. Kohlgrub (36)

1754 Andreas ReBle v. Tannenberg d. H. d.
Ww. « Katharina Schwarz (31)

1773 Joh. Georg Schwarz d. U. % Maria Hor-
ner v. Rottenbuch (31)

1783 Joh. Georg Schwarz II. * Maria Schwai-
ger v. Soyen (31)

eff (11+36) = .

1650 Sebastian Rueff d. U. = Afra Pierling v. 1814 Josef Schwarz d. U. unverheiratet, 1846
Achen (36) verstorber! (19) )

1666 Sebastian Rueff II. % Maria Pierling v. thann Niggloo u. Rosina Schwarz be-
Kimberg (36) wmschaft.en den Hof

1693 Simon Schretter v. Ohlstadt d. H. = Ag- 1846 Anna Reichsiegl v. Oberammergau geb.
nes Rueff (1) Schwarz d. E. (44)

1846 Matthias Reichsiegl v. Oberammergau d.
U. = Kath. Schwaiger v. Altenau (44)

1879 Anton Reichsiegl d. U. % Agatha Meier v.
Loétschmiiller (44)

1913 Josef Reichsiegl d. U. « Katharina
Schwarz v. Lettigenbichl (44)

1929 Josef Reichsiegl II. % Anna Geisenhof v.
Ingenried (36)

1953 Josef Reichsiegl d. U. « Adelheid Hei-
mer v. Schongau (57)

1962 Josef Reichsiegl baute einen Aussiedler-
hof in das ,Feldle* (21)

1671 Simon Schretter, mit seiner Behausung
und vier halbe Viertl nach Rottenbuch
giltbar, gibt jéhrlich dahin zwei Gulden
fiinf Kreuzer. Nach Ettal Vogtei fiinf Kreu-
zer, hat Leibgeding durch Heirat iiber-
nommen, Anfall nach Rottenbuch 30 fl
Paulich erhalten und schétze 100 fl, hat 2
RoB, 4 Khue, 2 Jungrindt, eine eigene
halbe Wies im Egga, kann jahrl. ein klei-
nes Rindt verkaufen, muB 3 Schaf Traidt
zukaufen. Haus, Kasten, Pachkuchl, Ho-
fraith nebst einem kl. Pflanzgrtl, 5 Tgw.
Wiesflachen, item an Acker u. Egarten
bey 20 Juchard (10+31+20)

Balteshof
Wohnhaus 16.Jh.
ca. 1930

Figure 2 | An entry in the Bayersoien Hofgeschichte showing
the succession of occupation (Title: Bayersoier Haus und Hof-
geschichte, p. 24).

Mockritz is a village that is now part of the city of Dresden,
Saxony. The book focuses on farm chronicles with only curso-
ry information about the village itself. Individual farm histo-
ries feature a narrative introduction followed by a list of occu-
pants into the 20™ century, as can be seen in the following ex-
ample (Fig 3):

Farm property no. 4
Now Dorfstraf3e 14 and 16

The farm was in the possession of the Krug family from
1542 until the suicide of the last man to bear the family
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name at the age of 91. The family assuredly inhabited the —— _
farm since about the turn of the 17th century, because (jetzt Dorfstrabe 14 und 167)
Martin Krug acquired the property for the substantially ry
high price of 2,400 Florin. Included in his estate were ‘8 of
the best horses,” which remained with the property after
the rest of the livestock was divided. Martin Krug is also
mentioned as an investor in and co-proprietor of the mill

in Mockritz. His son, Andreas (4.05) married a daughter
of the occupant of the Dronitz property in Beiden in 1641.
Joh. Gottfreid Carl Krug, born 1786, son of Joh. Carl
Gottlob Krug (4.08), farmed the Erbricht property in Do-
bern about 1815.

The farm consists of section 1. The agricultural area covers
54.45 hectares (1907), of which a scant 12 hectares remain Nr. 4 Hufengut

after the land reform of 1959. Das Gehoft stand mindestens seit 1542 bis zum Freitod des letzten Namenstri-
gers im Alter von 91 Jahren durchﬁehend im Besitz der Familie Krug. Sie muf}
um die Wende zum 17. Jahrhundert recht wohlhabend gewesen sein, denn
. . 1628 erwirbt Martin Krug (4.04) das viterliche Gut fiir den nach Mockritzer
Information of each successive tenant fOllOWS, for examp]e; Verhiltnissen hohen Preis von 2.400 fl. Zu dem hierdurch erworbenen Erbteil

gehorten "8 beste Pferde", die nach Aufteilung des weiteren Viehbestandes im
Gut verbleiben sollen. Martin Krug wird auch als "Miihl-Consorte" erwiihnt,
war also Mitinhaber der Mockritzer Schiffsmiihle. Sein Sohn Andreas (4.05)

. od: 1 - heiratet 1641 eine Tochter des damaligen Besitzers des Gutes Drdgnitz bei
4.07 KRUG, Gottfned, farmer, church COl’lSlStOI'y mem Neiden. Der 1786 geborene Joh. Gottgfried Carl KruE, Sohn desr%%)[;:. ZCai;
ber; borrowed on 14 March 1731 200 Thaler; * Mockritz Gottlob Krug (4.08), bewirtschaftet um 1815 das Erbrichtergut in Débern.

. : . Das Gehoft fiihrte die Feldmarke 1. Die bewirtschaftete Fliche bets 1907
on 16 Nov. 1680’ + there on 6 Apl‘ll 1762’ oo there on 12 58,45 ha, von denen nach der Bodenreform bis 1959 noch knapp 12 flltlgvszrblit:2
Jan. 1706 to SCHATTE, Susanna * Mockritz 2 June 1678; i
+ there 15 May 1763; daughter of Andreas Schatte], Besitzfolge:
farmer at Mockritz, see 16.05) 4.01 KRUG, Bastian; steuert 1531/42 als Hiifner
Children: * 1706 Joh. Georg; * 1707 Joh. Christian; * Figure 3 | The Mokritz Hofgeschichte includes a narrative

. . 5 . 5

section followed by the succession of occupants (Béuerliche Be-

1709 Gottfried, + 1709; * 1717 Maria Magdelena (see sitzfolgen in Mokritz, Kreis Torgau, p. 25).

16.07)
Each entry in the chronologies includes a unique number for farm remained in the Krug family until the death of Richard
cross-referencing purposes. For example, under “children” in Wilhelm Paul Krug in 1969. Vital information for each indi-
the example above, a note next to Maria Magdelena states, vidual is indicated using symbols common in German genea-

“see 16.07,” indicating she is mentioned in the chronology of logical publications: * (birth), oo (marriage), and + (death).
another farm. As indicated in the introductory narrative, the
Oberpreuschwitz

LI BRARY HOLI DAY CLOSING Title: “Hofgeschichte der Gemeinde Oberpreuschwitz, Kreis

Bayreuth” in Archiv fiir Geschichte in Oberfranken, Band

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day | Dec. 24 & 25 47 (1967) [“Farm Chronicle of the Community of Ober-
New Year's Eve | Dec. 31—Close at 5:00 p.m. preuschwitz, District of Bayreuth” in A rchives for the His-
New Year’s Day | Jan. 1 tory of Upper Franconia, Vol. 47 (1967)]

Presidents Day | Jan 17

Oberpreuschwitz is a small village that has been incorporated
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into the city of Bayreuth in northern Bavaria. The farm chroni-
cle appears as an article in the historical Journal, Archiv fiir
Geschichte von Oberfranken. The Hofgeschichte also includes
Unterpreuschwitz and Ddrnhof, nearby populated places con-
sisting of serval farms clustered together. Contents of the arti-
cle include:

¢ Overview of the history & development of feudal
holdings related to the village

e Overview of the fields and their ownership

e The farm successions [Besitzfolgen] / farm chronicles

¢ List of sources

¢ Bibliography

o Tables of tithes and obligations

¢ Name index

Preceding the succession lists is extensive discussion of the
feudal land holdings related to the village. This is followed by
the succession for each house number. The lists include ten-
ants’ birth, marriage, and death dates, as well as the name of
spouses (including maiden names) and the names of their par-
ents. An interesting example is House No. 17, described as an
estate (Gut) and treated together with House No. 20 (Fig 4),

Beginning in 1620, the property came into the hand of Hans
Hacker, and it was passed it down through successive genera-
tions of heirs. However, it was not a straightforward succes-
sion. The following is a synthesis of the information from the
succession list:

¢ In 1700, the property transferred to Hans Hacker, son
of the previous tenant. Hans had previously married
Barbara Popp on 23 Nov. 1696. They had a son,
Johann Hacker.

¢ Hans Hacker died in Jan. 1704.

¢ Barbara married Hans Roder from Vorlahm on 26
Jan. 1706, who took over possession of the property
that same year. They had a son, also named Hans
Roder.

e Hans Roder, Sr. died in Nov. 1713.

e Barbara married Nicolaus Tressendorfer, who died in
Oct. 1731.

Barbara’s marriages to Hans Hacker and Hans Roder each pro-
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Hs.-Nr. 17, Gut, mit Hs.-Nr. 20 zusammen

1596 Peter Jeger.
Hans Neukam, Forstknecht, der Schwiegersol

1620 Cunz Graflinger, dann Forkenhof.

1620 Hans Hadker, genannt seit 1618 (noch ledig), 1646 tot.

1646 Hans Hackers Witwe, begr. 16. 11. 1678, 80 J.

(1662) Hans Hacker, der Sohn, begr. 24. 10. 1700, 73 J., verh. 26. 10. 1660 Margaret
Hans Walther Weber in Donndorf Wwe., Hans Ritter in Simmelbuch T., begr.
19. 5. 1699, 62 J.

1700 Hans Hacker, gen. Seeser, get. 24. 10. 1670, begr. 1. 8. 1704, verh. 23. 11. 1696
Barbara Popp von Eckersdorf, begr. 18. 2. 1731, 60 J., II. verh. 26. 1. 1706

1706 Hans Roder von Vorlahm, geb. 6. 12. 1677, begr. 11. 7. 1713,
1714 1IL verh. 13. 11. 1714 Nicolaus Tressendorfer von Eckersdorf, geb. 21. 2. 1683,
begr. 10. 2. 1731.

Eine Hilfte
1731 Johann Hadker, der Sohn, siche Hs.-Nr. 20.

Die andere Halfte

1731 Hans Roder, der Sohn, geb. 17. 4. 1707, gest. 4. 5. 1761, verh. 12. 11. 1731
Anna Hans Rieff in Dérnhof T., geb. 23. 4. 1716, gest. 11. 4. 1778.

1772 Lorenz Roder, der Sohn, geb. 1. 7. 1745, gest. 20. 7. 1811, verh. 2. 6. 1776 Anna
Neukam von Dérnhof, gest. 12. 7. 1825, 74 J., 5 M.

1811 Margareth Roder, die Tochter, geb. 20. 5. 1784, gest. 20. 1. 1829, verh. 13. 5. 1802
Leonhard Holl von Oberwaiz®) geb. 10. 6. 1782, gest. 25. 2. 1862.

9) Vater Johann Holl, Oberwaiz, geb. 4. 4. 1740, gest. 19. 1. 1816, verh. 17. 4. 1774
Cunigund weil. Johann Popp in Eckersdorf T., geb. 26. 11. 1747, gest. 7. 9. 1807, Vater
Albrecht Holl, Oberwaiz, verh. 9. 1. 1731 Margret Martin Dressendorfer in Oberwaiz T.,
Vater Adam Holl, Oberwaiz, verh. 4. 11. 1690 Maria Hans Baumann Schloflbauer in
Oberwaiz T., verh. 20. 11. 1694 Anna weil. Hans Rof8 in Oberwaiz T., Vater Hans Holl,
der Schwarze, Oberwaiz, verh. 17. 2. 1645 Margret Cunz Arnold in Oberwaiz T., Vater
Hans Holl d. A., ,Biibla-Holl“, Oberwaiz, gest. 18. 10. 1661, 83 J. alt.

55

Figure 4 | This example from the Oberpreuschwitz Hofges-
chichte shows how a property was split between two heirs
(“Hofgeschichte der Gemeinde Oberpreuschwitz,” p. 55). A foot-
note provides a lineage of the Holl family going back to 1661.

duced an heir, both of whom has heritable rights to the proper-
ty. The solution was to divide the property. In 1731, one-half of
the farm was transferred to Johann Hacker, and the property
was designated as House No. 20. The farm continued to be
held by the Hacker family. The other half of the farm, which
continued as House No. 17, was transferred to Hans Roder, Jr.
and subsequently to his son, Lorenz, in 1772.

When Lorenz Roder died in 1811, he apparently left no male
heir. The farm was, instead, transferred to his daughter, Mar-
gareth, who had married Leonard Holl from the neighboring
village of Oberwaiz on 13 May 1802:

1811  Margaret Roder, the daughter, born 20 May 1784,
died 20 Jan. 1829, married on 13. May 1802 [to]
Leonhard Holl from Oberwaiz’, born 10 June
1782, died 25 Feb. 1862.

The farm remained in the Holl family in the succeeding gener-
ations. A footnote in the extract above provides the Holl line-
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Figures 5 & 6 | Entries for the Eckelmann farm in the Hof-
geschichte for Epe (Epe: Epe, Malgarten, Biihren: Chronik einer
Landgemeinde, pp. 220 and 221).

age going back to the death of Hans Holl on 18 Oct. 1661.
Epe

Title: Epe: Chronik einer Landgemeinde [Epe: Chronicle of a
Rural Community]

Epe is a village near Bramsche in the District of Osnabriick,
Lower Saxony. The Epe Hofgeschichte occurs in the context of
a comprehensive local history. Contents of the book include:

¢ Detailed chronological history
¢ Transportation and waterways
o Agricultural development

¢ Farm histories

¢ New settlements

o Churches

¢ Schools

o Public facilities

e Craft and industry

¢ Migrant workers, emigrants and immigrants
¢ Clubs and societies

o Customs and festivities

o Storks

Weights and measures
Explanation of old terms and festivals
Sources

Indexes

The farm chronicles provide extensive narrative histories of
each farm and outline the succession of ownership. In the fol-
lowing excerpt, the farm is introduced by the farm name, loca-
tion, current owner, farm status, and other information (Fig 5).

Eckelmann Farm

Address: Malgartener Damm 43, 49565 Bramsche

Old address: Epe No. 33, Epe No. 12

Current owner: The Kotter family

Current use: riding stables, leased agricultural land

Historic forms of the farm name: in Eyclo, in Eclo, de
Eclo, van Eclo, tey eclo, tey Eclo, Zum Eiclo, Zum
Eclo, ten Ekel, thon Eckel, zum Ekel, Ekelman, Eick-
elman, Eckelmann

Source of the farm name: The name indicates a farm by an
oak forest [Eichenwald]

Additional farm name: Kétter (since 1973)

First mention [in records]: 1223

Previous farm status: Vollerbe
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Figures 7 & 8 | The Tirkheim Hausergeschichte includes
information about and photos of individual properties.

Like many places in Westphalia, Lower Saxony, and other re-
gions in northern Germany, farmers in Epe did not have fixed
surnames but were instead identified by the farm they lived on.
This naming system is explained in the article by Roger Minert
that was mentioned earlier.

The narrative history of the Eckelmann farm is lengthy. The
following is a brief excerpt (Fig. 6).

The heir, Henrich Eickelman, married Hileke M6llmanns
about 1630. In 1651, the farm took out another loan from
the [Malgarten] monastery. In 1659, Eckelmann reported
the largest livestock holdings in Epe. There were 3 horses,
2 foals, 6 cows, 6 beef cows, 8 pigs, and 23 sheep. In 1664,
Eckelmann purchased from the cottager named Gudenrath
one Dustteil of wood.

About 1666, the heir, Johan Herman Eickelmann, married
Anne Engel Elsabein Meyer zu Broxten from the parish of
Venne. After his death, the widow married Herman Men-
hues (Menkhaus) from Engter. The size of the farm in
1667 was reported as 36 Schef. cultivated fields, 8 Schef.
timber, 10 Fudern of hay, and 4 Schef. A garden”

The narrative provides a history up to 1994 and includes a de-
scription, construction history, and photos of buildings on the

property.

Hausergeschichten

Hdiusergeschichten (building chronicles) are similar to Hofges-
chichten in that they include historical lists of occupants, often
by successive generations of the same family. The German
word Haus (plural: Hduser) can mean “house,” but can also
generally mean “building.” Buildings in German towns and
villages traditionally served as the occupants’ home and place
of business.

Hdiusergeschichten usually pertain to communities that have
town status or to larger farming villages. Aspects of the mano-
rial system applied to villages, but towns where independent
with their own laws and customs.

The following examples are from Hdusergeschichte in the His-
tory & Genealogy Collection.

Tiliirkheim

Title: Die Geschichte von Tiirkheim: Hausnamen und
Hdiusergeschichte | The History of Tiirkheim: Building
Names and Building History]

Tiirkheim is a village in the Swabian region of southwest Ba-
varia. In 1700, it was granted the privilege of holding a market,
making it a center of economic activity. The Tiirkheim book
focuses almost exclusively on buildings and provides little
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historical information about the village itself or genealogical
information about occupants. The following is an example
(Figs. 7 and 8):

Former house number: 26

Street with new house number: Augsburger Stral3e 7
Building name: Scharrer (1781), Lexenbauer, (1836)

Size of the farm: A half farm [1/2 Hof], 4 horses, 4 cows, 2
calves

Occupants [listed by year of acquisition, 1713—-1991]

It is assumed that the oldest house name, “Scharrer,” is con-
nected to Scharwerk [compulsory labor]. The given name,
“Alexander,” led to the establishment of the second house
name. Alexander Schrettenseger is mentioned in records as
the occupant of half of the farm in 1835. The abbreviation
of his first name, in combination with his status as farmer
[Bauer], resulted in the house name “Lexenbauer.” A tav-
ern, operated at the time by Lorenz Wachter, has been lo-
cated at the former Lexenbauer property since 1873. On the
vendor application, Wachter gave the reason for establish-
ing the tavern as, *“...the hard working farmers among our
residents cannot be expected to travel to a tavern so far
away.” The tavern acquired the name, “The Star

Inn” [Gasthaus Stern/, which it still bears...

Burgbernheim

Title: Burgbernheim: Orts- und Hdusergeschichte bis ins 21.
Jahrhundert | Burgbernheim: Local History and Building
History up to the 21st Century]

The books includes a comprehensive history of the community,
as well as building chronicles. The contents include:

o Tips for using the resource

¢ Information for interpreting the data

¢ Local history

¢ Manorial system—Noble landlords, peasant
obligations

e Maps

e Building chronicles

¢ Indexes, list of sources, and other appendixes

PAGE 9

Haus Nr. 2 PLNr. 2 Untere Kirchgasse 3
Beschreibungen / Abgaben:

1715: Eine Hofraith beym Herrenkeller, ist zehendfrei, gibt 22%: xr ins Gotteshaus.
Besitzer: Niclas Best. [A2531]

1724: Niclas Best besitzet: Eine Hofraith, worauf ein geringes Eingidiges Hauf3 und kleines
Scheuerlein erbauet, so Zehendfrey ist [...] Gibt jihrl. auf3: 10 xr Lichtmef3-Steuer und
222 xr Geldt-Giild ins Gotteshaus. [A4957]

1835: Ein Hiickergut. Wohnhaus mit angeb. Backofen, Scheune mit angeb. Stall, Ginsstall,
Hofraum, 1 ganzes Gemeinderecht. Zinsbar zur Kirche Burgbernheim 28 xr 2 hl.
Grundbesitz 10,1 Tgw. [StAN: K.4,1]

Abb. 32 und Alt-Bernemer Bilderbiichla Seite 9.

Grundherrschaft: 1780 Kirche Burgbernheim (Gruppe B1, s. S. 59).

Eigentiimer:

1588 Friedrich Fliick [BB1600.32] iezo Paul Schuch, gibt der Kirche jihrlich 3 Pfund Wachs
v. seiner Hofarth bey dem Herrenhaus. [LKAEN: 213]

1615 Martin Bohrers, Biittners Wittib (1628) > Jost Mohr: gibt jihrl. 3 Ib gelds von seiner
Hofraith im Rioder Viertel, hinter dem Herrenkeller, neben Hansen Leschen Hefbergischer
Hofraith [HsNr. 1] gelegen. [LKAEN: 214]

Figures 7 & 8 | The entry for House No. 2 (now Untere
Kirchgasse 3) in the Bergbernheim H&usergeschichte
(Bergbernheim Orts— und Hdusergeschichte, p. 97).

An overview of a typical building chronicle follows (Fig. 9):

House no. 2, Place no. 2, Untere Kirchgasse 3

Descriptions of the property in 1715, 1724, and 1835 from
manorial records and the rents and fees owed to the
landlord. The landlord in 1780 was the church in
Burgbernheim.

A successive list of occupants beginning in 1588 follows. A
typical entry states:

1615—Martin Bohrers, cooper, widow (1628) succeeding
Jost Mohr: pays 3 Ibs. money (silver) from his farm in the
Roder quarter behind the landlord’s cellar, next to Hansen
Leschen on the HeB3berger farm [House no. 1]. [LKAEN:
214]

The notation at the end refers to the original source, which is
listed elsewhere in the book.

Biirgerbiicher

Biirgerbiicher (citizen registers) most commonly pertain to
cities and other places that had town status. In the Middle
Ages, places that became centers of trade and craft could be
granted town status. This gave the community independence to
govern its own affairs and enforce its own laws, but it was also
responsible for protecting itself. Citizenship was granted to
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property owners, but others could lease property and apply to
live under the protection of the town.

Biirgerbiicher are based on records of people applying for resi-
dence and are arranged in chronological order. Entries usually
include the name of the person and sometimes the fees they
paid for the privilege of taking up residence. The following are
some examples.

Detmold

Title: Biirgerbuch der Stadt Detmold von 1635 bis 1885
[Citizen Register of the City of Detmold from 1635 to
1885]

Detmold is a city in North Rhine-Westphalia in the district of
Lippe. Contents of the Detmold book include:

Preface with explanations of city law, citizen rights,
taxes and fees, and comments about the Biirgerbuch
Year-by-year additions to the citizenship rolls
Appendixes: extracts from city law, complete citizen
register, mayors, honorary citizens, etc.

Indexes: place name, personal name, occupations
The following entries for the year 1719 state (Fig 10):

638 Jan. 31: Herman Henrich Fiihring obtained admit-
tance for his second wife, Anna Maria Blumen, née
Breiters and her daughter Anna Catharinen Blumen
by payment of 7 Taler.

639  Feb. 14: Johan Christoph Culeman

640 Feb. 16: Herman Wilhelm von Hagen

641 May 23: Johan Ermnst Mellies...and his wife Annen
IIsabein, stockman, admitted by payment of 2 Taler.

642 May 30: Simon Adolph Jochert...and entry for him
and his wife, Anna Maria Schneider, born in
Birstein, payment of 10 Taler recorded.

Burgbernheim
Title: Biirgerbuch des ehemaligen Markfleckens Burgbernheim

1597-1840 [Citizen Register of the Former Market Town
of Burgbernheim, 1597—-1840]

PAGE 10

Figures 10 | Biirgerbiicher feature year-by-year listings of ap-
plicants for residency, as shown in this example for the city of
Detmold (Btirgerbuch der Stadt Detmold von 1635-1885, p. 19).

This is the same Burgberheim whose Hdusergeschichte was
discussed earlier. Its Biirgerbuch has following contents:

¢ Brief history of the community

o List of Neubiirger (residents in a part of the town that
expanded beyond the original city wall)

¢ Citizen register

o Texts of oaths

o Religious refugees listed in the Biirgerbuch

e Indexes: name, domestic place names, foreign place
names

e Appendixes: list of subjects of the Department of
Hoheneck, 1650/51; heraldry list of 1720
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Figures 11 & 12 | The Biirgerbiich for the town of Bergbernheim includes extractions from local church records, as seen in the
example for Hans Jakob Ridel. Martin Borer is the same person featured in the Bergbernheim Héusergeschichte (Biirgerbuch des ehe-

maligen Marktfleckens Burgbernehim 1597-1840, pp. 33 and 133).

¢ List of sources and bibliography

Entries in the citizenship roll also include important genealogi-
cal information extracted from church records. A typical entry
from 1722 states (Fig. 11):

863. Riidel, Hans Jakob, oldest son of the baker Johann
Riidel at Frommetsfelden [near Leutershausen], citizen,
has married Anna Maria, the youngest surviving daughter
of the deceased Hans Georg Pfundt, inn keeper here, pays
1 Gulden citizenship fee.

Church records of Burgbernheim 1721, Bl.39r oo [married]
7 Jan. 1721 Riedel Johann Jakob, master baker and beer
brewer from here, oldest son of Johann Riedel, resident and
baker at Frommetsfelden, citizen;, Pfund, Anna Maria,
youngest daughter of the deceased Johann Georg Pfundt,
innkeeper, cooper and beer brewer from here.

Another example from 1610 (Fig 12):

At the court session at [the feast of] St. Walburga, 11 April
1610, the following became citizens and turned in their
weapons. ..

114. Borer, Martin, a cooper, legitimate son of citizen Mi-
chael Borer and Margaretha [his wife], married Mar-
garetha, the marriageable daughter of citizen Leonhard
BoB and Margaretha [his wife]. Performs duties.

Look for multiple sources

As demonstrated above, the History & Genealogy Department
has both a Hdusergeschichte and a Biirgerbuch for Bergbern-
heim. Both have information about Martin Borer/Bohrers, as
shown in the examples given for each publication. Likewise,
the department has an Orntssippenbuch for Epe that offers basic
genealogical information about the Eckelmann family men-
tioned in the Hofgeschichte. Researchers should investigate the
possibility that multiple publications exist an ancestor’s place
of origin.

Finding these sources

Knowing the name and location of ancestral place of origin is
essential for finding these publications. The sources covered in
this article can be stand-alone publications, chapters in local
histories, or articles in historical and genealogical journals.
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Home GenWiki Zeitschrift Veranstaltungen Regional Datenbanken DigiBib DES Software Kommunikation Forum Vereine Hilfen/FAQs
GEDBAS GOV OFBs Adressbiicher Familienanzeigen Grabsteine Totenzettel Verlustlisten 1. WK Metasuche
2 Anmelden
GenWiki Seite Diskussion Quelltext betrachten Versionen/Autoren

V4 Hauptseite

n

’

genealogy.net Willkommen im GenWiki!
genealogienetz.de
Suche im GenWiki e
Aktuell GenWiki ist ein P Bibliografie
Informationen run
. 3 = Volitextsuche nach Tiiricheim & in der Familienkundlichen Literaturdatenbank g
Online-Meeting Bereichern auch § = Suche nach Tarkheim @ im Bibliotheksverbund Bayern (BVE)
Portale 2. Donnerstag im Monat um Unsere Mitmach-. Genealogische Bibliografie
N 20:00 Uhr . .
= Hauptseite i o i Einstieg. ” = CTTONK BI118S SCIWADISCIEN DONEs,
= Themenpertale Infos jeweils in der Vereins- ‘ = Tirkheim, in: Hintner, Patricia: Die Geschichte von Tirkheim - Hausnamen und Hausergeschichte; 1992
= Digitale Bibliothek Liste. Einstieg in GenW1 Historische Bibliogratie
= Lexika Kategorie:Haupt| . Kempter Georg: Das "Grab Christi” im Bistum Augsburg (Bistum Augsburg, Buhl am Alpsee, Eggenthal, Kiosterlechfeld, Polling, Rolhaupien
= Regiona ; Turkheim, Augsburg, Bedemau, Friedberg, Fussen, Steingaden). in: Verein fir Augsburger Bistumsgeschichte (Hrsg ) Jahrbuch des Versins fir
- B Unsere Magazine Augsburger Bistumsgeschichte, 4. Jahrgang 1970: Augsburg 1970, S 117-125

u Pf. Durkheim g, in- Landkapitel Baisweil &, in: Steichele, Anton: Das Bisthum Augsburg, historisch und statistisch beschrieben, 2. Band; Augsburg
1864, 5. 327 #-341

= Pf. Ursingen &, in: Landkapitel Baisweil &, in: Steichele, Anton: Das Bisthum Augsburg, historisch und statistisch beschrieben, 2. Band; Augsburg
1864, 5. 389 -394

Figures 13| Search the GenWiki website for infor-
mation about a town or village, including a bibliography
of sources. The bibliography for the entry for Tirkheim
(inset), for example, includes the Biirgerbuch used as
an example in this article.

u Turkheim &, in: Simon, Matthias: Heft 1: Die evangelische Kirche, Bd. 1@, Munchen 1960, aus der Reihe: Kommission fir bayerische
Landesgeschichte (Hrsg.): Historischer Atlas von Bayern; ISBN 3 7696 9852 &, Nachweis & im Bibliotheksverbund Bayern (BVB), Nachweis & in
der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek (DNB) (Beschraibung), S. 617

Finding books <https://www.worldcat.org/> to ascertain if it is available in a
U.S. library.

One of the challenges of finding a publication is simply know-

ing that it exists. The following are some tips:

¢ The History & Genealogy Department actively collects
Hofgeschichten, Hausergeschichten and Biirgerbiicher.
Search the St. Louis County Library catalog
<webpac.slcl.org> using the place name as a keyword.

¢ The National Library of Germany has many in its
collection, so searching its <https://
bit.ly/3rpc9D5> might reveal titles. Search by keyword
using the place name and other words, such as
Hofgeschichte, Hausergeschichte, Hofefolgen,
Besitzfolgen, Geschichte, Ortsgeschichte, Chronik, or
Ortschronik.

. <http://genwiki.de/Hauptseite>, a German
website. Offers information about towns and village with
a list of genealogical sources. Search for information
about village using the search box on the sites home page
(Fig. 13).

Once a book is discovered, search for the title in

Journal articles

Finding a journal article can be more challenging. Library cata-
log records include the titles of journals but do not include the
titles or subjects of articles within them. One possible way of
finding journal articles is to visit the websites of regional Ger-
man genealogical societies. Society websites sometimes list the
contents of their journal issues and occasionally even make
them available to download. The GenWiki website, mentioned
above, provides <http://
genwiki.de/Portal:Vereine>.

Once a journal of interest is found, search for the journal title in
Worldcat.org to find a U.S. library that has the publication. A
visit to the repository might be necessary to see what the
contents of the journals might be.

Hofgeschichten, Hdusergeschichten, and Biirgerbiicher are
valuable and interesting publications that can provide much
insight into the life of an ancestral family. Although they may
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Immerz, Hermann. Schwaighausen: ein Dorf im Wandel der
Zeit. n.l.: Hermann Immerz, 2000. R 943.37 I33S

Niemann, Udo. Leben und Sterben im Kirchspiel Bramsche/
Hase: Ein Familienbuch, Band 3: Epe. Berlin: U. Nie-
mann, 2009. R 943.5911 N671L

Thode, Ernest. German-English Genealogical Dictionary.
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1992. R 929.1 T449G
and circulating copy

Vanderhalven, Fritz. Biirgerbuch der Stadt Detmold von 1635
bis 1885. Detmold, Germany: Naturwissenschaftlicher und
Historischer Verein fiir das Land Lippe / Lippischer
Heimatbund, 1977. R 943.565 V483B

Wagner, Jiirgen. Bduerliche Besitzfolgen in Mokritz, Kreis
Torgau, 4. Auflage. Leipzig: Arbeitsgemeinschaft flir mit-

Hofgeschichten, Hadusergeschichten and Blirgerblicher often in- teldeutsche Familienforschung, 2008. R 943.21 W133B
clude detailed maps of the community, including plat maps indi-
cating individual properties, as seen in this example published in
Burgberhneim: Orts- und Hausergeschichte bis ins 21.

Journal articles

Jahrhundert.
Minert, Roger. “Surname Changes in Northwestern Germany.“
German Genealogical Digest, Vol. 1, No.1 (Spring 2000),
be challenging to find and use, the information in them can be 6-17. R 943 G373
well worth the effort. Wiedemann, Ernst. “Hofgeschichte der Gemeinde Ober-
Bibliography preuschwitz.* Archiv fiir Geschichte von Oberfranken,

Band 47 (1967), 5-110. R 943.31 A673
Sources mentioned in this article.

Websites
Books
GenWiki main web page: http://genwiki.de/Hauptseite
Barthel, Kondrad. Biirgerbuch des ehemaligen Marktfleckens GenWiki, list of genealogical societies: http://genwiki.de/
Burgbernheim 1597-1840. Niirnberg: Gesellschaft flir Vereine
Familienforschung in Franken, 2005. R 943.32 B285B German National Library: https://www.dnb.de/EN/Home/
Emmert, Hermann. Burgberhneim: Orts- und Héusergeschich- home node.html
te bis ins 21. Jahrhundert. Niirnberg: Gesellschaft flir St. Louis County Library online catalog: https://iii.slcl.org/
Familienforschung in Franken, 2008. R 943.32 E54B Worldcat.org: https://www.worldcat.org

Gosmann, Hienrich. Epe.: Epe, Malgarten, Biihren: Chronik
einer Landgemeinde. Bramsche, Germany: Rasch Verlag,
1994. R 943.5911 G676E

Greinwald, Hans. Bayersoier Haus- und Hofgeschichte: Ges-
chlechter, Hausnamen, Flurnamen. Bayersoien, Germany:
Gemeinde Bayersoien, 1988. R 943.36 G824B

Hintner, Patricia. Die Geschichte von Ttirkheim: Hausnamen
und Hdusergeschichte. Tiirkheim, Germany: Marktge-
meinde Tiirkheim, 1992. R 943.37 H666H
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FOUNDED 1903

Additions to the National Genealogical Society Book Loan Collection
Dec. 1, 2018-Nov. 30, 2019

The National Genealogical Society Book Loan Collection
(NGS Collection) features more than 28,000 books for family
history research, including more than 10,000 published family
histories. Originally housed at NGS headquarters in Arlington,
Virginia, the collection was relocated to St. Louis County Li-
brary in St. Louis, Missouri in 2001. Although once limited to
the NGS membership, the NGS Collection is now accessible to
everyone through local libraries via interlibrary loan services
by visiting the collection onsite at St. Louis County Library.

The collection grows through contributions from authors pub-
lishers, and individual NGS members. Books submitted to the
National Genealogical Society for award consideration at its
annual conference are automatically added to the collection.
Select books are reviewed in the NGS Quarterly. Books donat-
ed by NGS members are noted in NGS Magazine.

Anderson, Robert Charles. The Mayflower Migration: Immi-
grants To Plymouth, 1620. Boston: New England Historic
Genealogical Society, 2020. R 974.61 A549M

Barthé, Darryl, Jr. Becoming American in Creole New Orle-
ans, 1896—1949. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University,
2021.976.335 B284B

Barten, Dennis. 4 ncestral Genealogies for Peter Nicholas
Rothfolk and Emma Margaret Meggers Rothfold. Man-
ning, lowa: D. Barten, 2021. 929.2 R846B

Bartley, Scott Andrew. Early Vermont Settlers To 1771.
Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society,
2017.974.3 B29

Bayens, Gregory J. The Ancestry of James Franklin Gray:
From Ulster to Maryland, North Carolina, and Tennessee.
Baltimore, Md.: Otter Bay Books, 2020. 929.2 G778B

Beller, Susan Provost. Roots for Kids: Finding your Family
Stories. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing, 2020.
J929.1 B442R

Bowen, Robert James. Family History of Charlotte Brown and
Sylvia Brown From Rochester, NY: Daughters of Lail
Brown and Emily Bowen. n.1.: Family Heritage Publishers,
2021.929.2 B877

Boyle, Joseph Lee. “Fond of Liquor, Dancing and Gaming”:
New-York Runaways, 1769—1783. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing, 2020. 974.7 B792F

“Much Given to Talk and Bad Company”: New-
England Runaways, 1704—1754. Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing, 2020. R 974 M942

Brighton Karee Brighton, Karee. Orlando Barrus In Deep
Child, Christopher Challender, et al. Descendants of John
Lippitt of Providence and Warwick, Rhode Island. Boston:
Newbury Street Press, 2021. 929.2 L765C

Family Tales and Trials: Settling the American
South. Boston: Newbury Street Press, 2020. 976 C536F

Childs, Marleta. The W eaver Family Of Shelby County, Texas
and their Kin in Lancaster County, PA; Shenandoah
County, VA; Harrison County, IN; And Highland County,
OH. Lubbock, TX: Marleta Childs, 2020. 929.2 W363C

Claunch, Jim L. Surviving Records of the W estern Branch of
the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Leav-
enworth, Kansas at The U.S. National Archives and Rec-
ords Administration, Central Plains Region. Leavenworth,
Kan.: Jim L. Claunch, 2005. 978.138 C615S

Claunch, Jim L. and Lora I. Claunch. 4 Home on The Range.
Leavenworth, Kan.: Jim L. Claunch and Lora I. Claunch,
2020. 929.2 L.296C

Go West Young Mennonite: A Continuing Journey.
Leavenworth, Kan.: Jim L. & Lora 1. Claunch, 2020.
929.2 L.296C

. Claunch The Matrimonial A dventures of lke Lantz
and Other Tales. Leavenworth, Kan.: Jim L. Claunch and
Lora I. Claunch, 2021. 929.2 L296C

Cleverley, J. Michael. Family Stories...And How I Found
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Mine. Baltimore, Md.: Clearfield, 2020. 929.2 C635C

Daniel, Karen Stein. Victor Massé and Emilie Lucile Vincent:
From the First French Republic to the Republic of Texas,
Ancestors and Descendants, Generations in France. Mur-
ray, Utah: Family Heritage Publishers, 2020.

929.2 M416D

Delaware Genealogical Research Guide, 4™ ed. Wilmington,
Del.: Delaware Genealogical Society, 2020. R 975.1 D343

Dobson, David. Irish Emigrants in North America, Part 10.
Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2020. 973.0491

Scots-Irish Links, 1575—1725, Part 11. Baltimore:
Clearfield, 2021. 941.507 D635S

Scottish Soldiers in Colonial America, Part 6.
Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing, 2021.941.1 D635S

Dollarhide, William. Census Substitutes & State Census Rec-
ords: Substitute Name Lists for 50 States & State Censuses
for 38 States, 3 ed. Orting, WA: Family Roots, 2020.
929.3 D665C.

Drendel, Gilbert X., Jr. Immigrant Marviages Stuhlmann,
Mayle, Oswald: A New Life in America. Akron, Ohio: The
Author, 2020. 977.865 D7721

Evans, Stefani. Research in Nevada. Falls Church, Va.: Na-
tional Genealogical Society, 2020. 979.3 E92R

Facen-Ford, Hope E. Trris Gave Us Hope ...In The Future: No
Stopping, No Standing, No Parking ...Keep Moving.
Mich.: Hope E. Facen-Ford, 2020. 929.2 H314F

Fletcher, Zita Ballinger. Makers of American: A Personal
Family History. United States of America: Fletcher & Co.
Publishers, 2019. 929.2 F612F

Garrett-Nelson, LaBrenda. Research in A labama. Falls Church,
Va.: National Genealogical Society, 2021. 976.1 G239R

Gendler, Annette. How to Write Compelling Stories from
Family History. n.l: Nana's Books, 2019. 929.1 G325H

Griffith, Lucille. History of Alabama, 1540—1900: As Record-
ed In Diaries, Letters and Papers of the Times. Northport,
Ala.: Colonial Press, 1962. 976.1 G853H

Guy, Ben. Medieval Welsh Genealogy: An Introduction and
Textual Study. Rochester, N.Y.: The Boydell Press, 2020.
942.9 G986M

Grow, Michael. John Grow Of Ipswich, Massachusetts and
Some of his Descendants: A Middle-Class Family in
Social and Economic Context from the 17th Century to the
Present. Amherst, Mass.: Genealogy House, 2020.

929.2 G884G
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Events

St. Louis Genealogical Society meetings are free and open to
the public. Registration is required.

Saturday, Jan. 8 | 10:00 a.m.
St. Louis Genealogical Society Membership Meeting

Ask Louie

Do you have a burning question but have not asked for help?
Our panel of genealogists will field questions and try to help
break down your brick wall. It's likely that someone else has
the same question! Please email your questions to pro-
grams@stlgs.org by the first of January so we can best assist
you, although additional questions from the audience will be
addressed at the meeting.

Wednesday, Jan. 19| 7:00 p.m.
StLGS German Special Interest Group

Using German Newspapers

You can find German newspapers; they are more available
than you think. And, you can break through the language bar-
rier too. Besides obituaries, learn what genealogical infor-
mation you may find in German newspapers. Carol Whitton,
speaker.

Tuesday, Jan. 25| 7:00 p.m.
StLGS Irish Special Interest Group

Finding Your Irish Ancestors: My Favorite Websites for
Irish Genealogy Research

Learn about and visit “live” the websites that our speaker Su-
san Rogers finds most useful for researching both Northern
Ireland and Ireland. A case study will show how Susan
stitched together information from six different websites to
identify her son’s Irish paternal third and fourth great-
grandparents. Susan Rogers, speaker. Register
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Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd, et al. Like a Family: The Making of a
Southern Cotton Mill World. Chapel Hill: University Of
North Carolina, C1987. 976 L727

Heinegg, Paul. Free African Americans of Maryland and Del-
aware. From the Colonial Period to 1810, 2" ed. Balti-
more, Md.: Genealogical Publishing , 2021. 975.2 H468F

Free African Americans of North Carolina,
Virginia, and South Carolina from the Colonial Period
to about 1820, 6™ ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing,
2021. 975.5 H468F

Henderson, Harold A. From Fens to Farms to Factories:
Gedneys to America, 1782-2018: With Entwined Families
Eastwood, Flint, Lord, Thrall. St. Louis: No Waste
Publishing, 2021. 929.2 G296H

The Lottery of Life, Scholes Family, 1814-2016:
Four Generations from Lancashire and Wisconsin.
LaPorte, Ind.: H.A. Henderson, 2021. 929.2 S368H

Midwestern Methodists—Four Thrall Generations
from Bone Gap, Illlinois, 1809-2018: Including Allied
Families Britton, Campbell, Flint, Gould, Jones, Leighton,
Morgan, Pfier and Schofield. La Porte, Ind.: Harold A.
Henderson, CG, 2020. 929.2 T529H

Hoff, Henry B. and R. Andrew Pierce, eds. 4 New England
Native American Reader, Vol. 1. Boston: New England
Historic Genealogical Society, 2020. 974 N532

Johnson, Robert W. and Elizabeth Williams Gomoll.
Husforhorslingder: Swedish Household Examination

PastPorts is published by History & Genealogy at
St. Louis County Library, located on Tier 5 of Library Head-
quarters.

Current and past issues can be downloaded from the web
<http://www.slcl.org/pastports>.

Contact us:

History & Genealogy
St. Louis County Library
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63131

314-994-3300
genealogy@silcl.org
www.slcl.org/genealogy
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Records: Framing the Solutions to your Swedish Ancestry
Puzzles. n.l.: nn., 2020. 948.5 J68H

Kilbourne, Elizabeth Evans. Coffee County, Georgia, News-
paper Clippings, Vol. 9. Savannah, Georgia: Elizabeth
Evans Kilbourne, 2018-. 975.8823 K48C

Koford, Rebecca Whitman. Research in Maryland. Falls
Church, Va.: National Genealogical Society, 2021.

Krause, William J., II. Experiences of one Family during the
Wuhan Virus (Covid-19) Pandemic: A Photographic Ac-
count of the First 20 Months. Columbia, Mo.: WilliamJ.
Krause, 2021. 929.2 K91K

Krutikov, G. A. loann V asilievich Velikii: Evropeiskie Istoki
ObolganiiAA Pervogo Imperatora TSRiA Rossii. Sankt-
Peterburg: Izdatel'stvo "Politekhnika-Servis." 2019.
947 K941

McCarraher, James. The Drummer Boy's Legacy. Great
Britain: Sarum Publishing, 2020. 929.2 M115M

Mann, Suzanne. Holding Y ou in Loving & Honorable Re-
membrance: A Family History Story Collection of Law-
rence & Leone (Barrus) Weber and their Righteous Pro-
genitors. Mann, Suzanne. n.l.: Suzanne Mann, 2020.
929.2 W371M

McCoy, Mary E. Bain. Carl Nelson (Carl Nielson) (29 Feb
1852—-19 Jun 1932): A Companion to “Martin Nelson
(Morten Nielsen) (1846—1882) and Knute Nelson (Knud
Nielsen) (1848—1914): Emigrants from Denmark to Amer-
ica.” Woodstock, Ga.: Mary E. (Bain) Mccoy, 2020.
929.2 N424M

Milteer, Warren E., Jr. Beyond Slavery's Shadow: Free People
of Color In The South. Chapel Hill: The University Of
North Carolina, 2021. 975.00496 M662B

Minert, Roger. German Immigrants in American Church Rec-
ords, Vol. 30, Western Central Ohio Protestant. Ortling,
Wash.: Family Roots, 2020. 929.3089 G373

Morddel, Anne. A merican Merchant Seamen of the Early
Nineteenth Century: A Researcher's Guide. n.l.: Anne
Morddel, 2020. 929 M834A

Morgan, Francesca. A Nation of Descendants: Politics and the
Practice of Genealogy in U.S. History. Chapel Hill: The
University Of North Carolina, 2021. 929.1072 M847N

Morris, Geoffrey Froberg. A Practical Guide to Swedish
Church Records for Genealogy and Family History. West
Jordan, Utah: The Swedish Genealogy Guide, 2020.
R 948.5 M&76P
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OBrien, Gavin E. Descendants of William O'Brien and Mary
Sexton of Watergrasshill, Ireland, and Boston, Massachu-
setts. Boston: Gavin E. O'Brien, 2021. 929.2 0130

O'Callaghan, Joseph F. Clan Callaghan: The O Callaghan
Family of County Cork, a History, Rev. ed. Baltimore,
Md.: Clearfield, 2020. 929.2 C1560

Pagan, Margaret D. African A merican News in the Baltimore Sun,
18701927, Baltimore: Clearfield, 2021. 975.2 P128A

Parker-Drabble, Helen. A Victorian's Inheritance. London:
Animi Press, 2021. 941 P238V

Pennavaria, Katherine .Genealogy for Beginners. Lanham,
Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2020. 929.1 P412G

Phillips, Richard Hayes. W hite Slave Children in Colonial
America: Supplement to the Trilogy. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing, 2021. 975.2 P562W

Radford, Dwight A. A merican Scots-Irish Research: Strate-
gies and Sources in The Quest For Ulster-Scots Origins.
Orting, WA.: Family Roots. 2020. 929.1 R128A

Rencher, David E. Research in Arizona. Falls Church, Va.:
National Genealogical Society, 2020. 979.1 R396R

Rice, Salli Pustanyk. Dad Wore a Fedora and Sleeve Garters:
A Life Well Lived. Victoria, B.C: FriesenPress, 2021.
929.2 P987R

Sayre, Pamela Boyd, ed. Paths to Y our Past: A Guide To Find-
ing Your Ancestors, 2" Ed. Falls Church, Va.: National
Genealogical Society, 2018. 929.1 P297

Schober, Katherine. The Magic of German Church Records:
Finding the Key to Your Ancestor's Past. San Bernardino,
Cal.: Katherine Schober, 2020. 929.1 S363M

Schreiner-Yantis, Netti. David Laird (Ca. 1736—1800) of
Augusta & Rockingham Counties, Virginia: His Heritage,
Character, Accomplishments & Legacy. Stephens City,
Va.: The Author, 2020? 929.2 L188S

Siler, Frederick George. Becker/Beckher Heraldry and Gene-
alogy: A Geographical Perspective. Orting, Wash.: Fami-
ly Roots, 2020. 929.1 S582B

Sinsabaugh, Steven L. Restless Feet: Simon and Hester
(Vanderlyn) Sinsabaugh and their Descendants. Abing-
don, Md.: Sinsabaugh Publishing, 2020. 929.2 S618S

Southard, Diahan. Y our DNA Guide, the Book: Step-By-Step
Plans To Connect you with your Family Using your DNA.
n.l.: Your DNA Guide, 2020. 929.1 S726Y

Stemmons, John D. Georgia Petitions, 1785—1794. South
Jordan, Utah: Stemmons Publishing, 2021. 975.8 S8§24G
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New Jersey Petitions, 1765—1774. South Jordan,
Utah: Stemmons Pub., 2021. 974.9 S824N
North Carolina Petitioners, Etc., 1780 (1775—1784).

South Jordan, Utah: Stemmons Publishing, 2021.
975.6 S824G

Tharp, James A. 6400 Suits For Divorce Jackson County,
Missouri 1880—-1900: An Index to Reports in Kansas City,
Missouri, Newspapers. Kansas City, Mo: The Orderly
Pack Rat, 2021. 977.841 T367S

White, Cynthia P., ed. From Whence We Came: A History of
the African American Kinslers. Monticello, Fla.: Parker
& Parker Publishing House, 2019. 929.2 K56 W

White, Sophie. Voices of The Enslaved: Love, Labor, and
Longing In French Louisiana. Chapel Hill: University Of
North Carolina, 2019. 976.3 W588V

Williams, Margo Lee. Born Missionary: The Islay Walden
Story. Silver Spring, Md.: Margo Lee Williams, 2020.
929.2 W162W

Wood, Marian Burk. Planning a Future for Y our Family's
Past: How to Keep Your Family History Safe for Future
Generations by Organizing, Curating, Writing Instruc-
tions, and Sharing Now! 2" ed. n.l.: n.n., 2021. 929.1
WS877P

Wright, George W. Southern Echoes: The Wright Family
from the Delaware to the Rio Grande. Berwyn Heights,
Md.: Heritage Books, 2019. R 929.2 W949W

Ullmann, Helen S. Descendants of David Melville of Boston,
Massachusetts and Newport, Rhode Island. Boston: New-
bury Street Press, 2021. 929.2 M531U

Journal

Rhode Island Roots. Special Bonus Issues: April 2006, April
2007, April 2014, April 2021.
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Classes

Classes are free and open to the public. Registration is
required. Classes will be conducted by Zoom.
<https://bit.ly/3jJ8bxq>

Wednesday, Feb. 2 | 6:30 p.m.

Tracing Your African American Ancestors: Getting
Started in Genealogical Research

Do you want to research your African American family but
don’t know where to start? This class will teach you the basics
of genealogical research including resources available in His-
tory & Genealogy at St. Louis County Library.

Wednesday, Feb. 9 | 6:30 p.m.

Tracing Your African American Ancestors: Digging
Deeper

Learn about additional sources and techniques to deepen your
research and overcome roadblocks. This course will use spe-
cific examples of records available and show you how to use
them. Prerequisite: “Tracing your African American Ancestors:
Getting Started in Genealogical Research” or comparable re-
search experience.

Wednesday, Feb. 16 | 6:30 p.m.

Tracing Your African American Ancestors: Advanced
Techniques

The usual techniques can often lead to roadblocks in African
American research. The instructor will use case studies to
demonstrate how researchers can fill gaps in missing infor-
mation. Prerequisite: “Tracing Your African American Ances-
tors: Digging Deeper” or comparable research experience.

Wednesday, Feb. 23 | 6:30 p.m.

Tracing Your African American Ancestors: Records of
Slave Owning Families

Slave owning families often kept detailed records of their en-
slaved African Americans. Discover ways to find the last slave
owner and learn how to find and use these private records to
reveal more information about your family. Prerequisite:
“Tracing Your African American Ancestors: Advanced Tech-
niques” or comparable research experience.
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History & Genealogy services

The following H&G services are free and available to re-
searchers who are unable to visit the library.

Lookup service

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many

library materials from indexed sources or when given a specif-

ic citation:

e Up to 30 pages from one book or one article from a jour-
nal issue. Staff can also photocopy or scan tables of con-
tents and index pages.

¢  Microfilmed records—A list of microfilm available in the
H&G collection can be viewed <https://
bit.ly/3jrqw3j>.

e Print outs from database records if patrons cannot access
the database at home.

e Please use the online lookup request form <https://
bit.ly/2UQXJKE> to submit requests.

Print collection

More than 27,000 books in the collection can be checked out.
The entire collection is included in the library’s
<http://webpac.slcl.org>. Books with call numbers that do not
begin with “R” are available to check out. Patrons can request
books online or by calling 314-994-3300.

Research guidance
H&G staff members can provide research assistance by
phone.

Book-a-Genealogist

Researchers encountering brick-walls or who would like assis-

tance in developing a plan to achieve specific research goals

can schedule a phone consultation with an H&G staff mem-

ber. Requests can be made using the online
<https://bit.ly/3fQbBOr>.

Database access

Many library databases can be used at home by

St. Louis County Library card holders living in the metropolitan

area. The Ancestry Library Edition database, normally restrict-

ed to in-library use, can be accessed remotely on a temporary

basis. View the list of genealogical databases on the
<https://bit.ly/37 GRBtF>.

For more information, please contact the History & Genealogy
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