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The Huguenots, 16th and
17th-century Religious Refugees

With the advent of the printing press between 1440 and 1450,
the appearance of the Gutenberg Bible in 1452, increasing liter-
acy, and Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses in 1517, a
period of religious unrest began in Europe. Rather than relying
on a priest for instruction, people began to take religion into
their own hands. What they were able to read in the Bible for
themselves unleashed demands for reforms. Various protesting
or “protestant” leaders, ranging from Luther to John Calvin,
appeared on the scene and soon had large groups of adherents
throughout Europe. The followers of Calvin in France came to
be known as Huguenots.

The origin of the appellation Huguenot seems to be lost in the
mists of time. Some say that it is derived from the gate of King
Hugo in Tours, near a Huguenot meeting place. Others say that
it comes from the Dutch huis genoten, i.e., housemates; still
others the German eidgenossen, or oath fellows. Whatever its
origins, the beliefs of the Huguenots were clear: scripture is the
rule of faith; the individual has the right to his/her own interpre-
tation of scripture; the intercession of the saints, purgatory, oral
confession, the Mass, the veneration of relics and indulgences
are human inventions; the Catholic Church hierarchy is unnec-
essary; and there are only two sacraments: baptism and com-
munion.?

Even though France was called the “eldest daughter of the
Church,” meaning the Catholic Church, Protestantism had taken
a firm hold by the 16" century with Protestant churches spread
throughout the entire country. In fact, by 1562, there were ap-
proximately 2,000,000 Huguenots and over 2,000 Protestant
churches in France.?

The Huguenots (French Protestants), were forced to leave France
following the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685. | Source:
Christianity.com <https://bit.ly/2lUP5wL

How do you know if your French ancestor was a Protestant
(Huguenot)? Oftentimes, Huguenots gave their children Old
Testament names, while Catholics named their children after
saints. If a son’s name was Abraham or Samuel or a daughter’s
Judith or Sarah, then the family was likely not Catholic.

As has happened in many places in many different eras, war
broke out over religion in France and lasted from 1562, when
the members of a Huguenot congregation in Vassy were mur-
dered, until 1598. One of the worst conflicts during this time
was the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, which began on
August 24, 1572. “Estimates of the number that perished in the
disturbances, which lasted to the beginning of October, have
varied from 2,000 to 70,000. Modern writers put the number at
3,000 in Paris alone.”™

Finally, on April 15, 1598, after decades of unrest, the Edict of
Nantes® was issued by the French king, Henri IV. It granted
religious tolerance to the Huguenots, but with limitations: most
towns were still restricted to Catholicism; Protestants still had
to pay tithes to the Catholic Church; and no Protestant worship
was allowed in Paris or its environs. However, Huguenots

were allowed freedom of thought;,  conTinuED ON PAGE 3.

NEWS AND TIPS | HISTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY



History & Genealogy at St. Lr.:-uis County Library

Saturday, October 26 10:00 am.—4:00 pm.

Connect to the history of your community! Representatives of St. Louis-area
historical organizations will be on hand to discuss their work in documenting,
preserving and promoting the history and heritage of their local communities.

St. Louis County Library Headquarters-Auditorium y
1640 5. Lindbergh Blvd. | St. Louis, MO 63131 | 314-994-3300

Adults. Mo registration needed.

chsabdites, Gall 314-H04-0300 or viald wew siClorg

\®
> : Program sites are accessible. Upan two weeks' .
. LG‘- ot Lo C-:_'ll_ i '|I'-r-' L|hrﬂ]’y’ natics, accommedaticns will bo mada for perspns with n G ae ' 0] + G
&



Pastoris

PAGE 3

Literacy rates around the world from the 15th century to present — Our World in
Data, with data from various sources®
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permission to create their own forms of church government
and schools; and freedom to worship in most places.

Unfortunately, it did not take long for the political and reli-
gious situation to deteriorate. In 1629, the Peace of Alais (now
spelled Alés) was signed by King Louis XIII. It allowed the
Huguenots to worship but took away their political rights and
required them to give up control over their cities and fortress-
es. Huguenot rights continued to erode through the 1670s as
the Huguenots were excluded from teaching, the medical pro-
fessions and public offices. Catholic priests were sent into Hu-
guenot communities to preach and attempt to convert. Chil-
dren could select their own religion at the age of seven and, if
they chose Catholicism, could be taken from their parents and
raised as a Catholic at the parents’ expense. The hated dragon-
nades, in which soldiers were quartered in Huguenot homes,
also began at this time.

The culmination of these outrages resulted in the Edict of Fon-
tainebleau, which revoked the Edict of Nantes, on October 22,
1685 by King Louis XIV. This edict ordered the destruction of
all Huguenot churches (called temples) and a ban on
Protestant worship. Protestant pastors were exiled or forced to
abjure within two weeks. Protestant schools were banned.
Children were re-baptized in the Catholic Church. Protestant
emigrants were encouraged to return; no further Protestant
emigration was allowed®.

Seven days later, Friedrich Wilhelm, Elector of Brandenburg
and Duke of Prussia, himself a Protestant, signed the Edict of
Potsdam’ inviting the Huguenots to settle in Brandenburg-
Prussia since it had lost one-third of its population during the
Thirty Years War, 1618-1648. Twenty thousand Huguenots
accepted the offer.
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Calvin's Institution de la religion chrétienne (Institutes of the
Christian Religion), first published in 1536, caused many people
to question received religious tenets. | Source:
<https://bit.ly/2mWhbb5>

Even though they were forbidden to leave France, approxi-
mately 300,000-400,000 Huguenots did just that following the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. Many of them were skilled
artisans, such as watchmakers, goldsmiths, silversmiths, weav-
ers, and lacemakers. Between 8,000-9,000 were sailors;
12,000 were soldiers; and 500 were officers. They settled pri-
marily in England, Ireland, Germany, South Africa, and North
America.
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A corrective step back in the direction of the Edict of Nantes
occurred in 1787 when the Edict of Toleration was signed into
law. Catholicism remained France’s official religion, but the
Huguenots could practice their religion again. However, they
were still denied positions in teaching and public service. Per-
manent religious freedom was finally granted by the Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen in 1789 during the
French Revolution.

Many Huguenots or their descendants are well known, such as
Pierre Marc (Peter Mark) Roget of Roget’s Thesaurus fame;
Samuel de Champlain, explorer of Canada; Paul Revere
(original surname, Rivoire), who warned, “The British are
coming!” Henry David Thoreau (Civil Disobedience, 1849;
Walden, 1854); Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treas-
ury, 1789-1795; John Jay, first chief justice of the United
States, 1789-1795; Matthew Vassar (original surname Le
Vasseur), founder of Vassar College for Women, 1861; John
James (Jean Jacques) Audubon, naturalist and artist; Edward
Miner Gallaudet, founder of Gallaudet University in Washing-
ton, DC; Nicholas Martiau, great-great-great grandfather of
George Washington; Joel Roberts Poinsett, for whom the
poinsettia is named; the American actress, Farrah Fawcett
(Faucette); and the South African actress, Charlize Théron. In
addition to George Washington, many other U. S. presidents
descend from Huguenot ancestors: John Adams, John Quincy
Adams, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Millard Fill-
more, Franklin Pierce, Ulysses S. Grant, James Garfield,
Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, Theodore Roosevelt,
William Taft, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, Lyndon John-
son, Richard Nixon, and Gerald Ford.

Notes

1. Period documents written by Catholics will refer to the
Huguenots as Lutherans or followers of the religion ré-
tendue reformée (so-called reformed religion), sometimes
abbreviated as RPR.

2. The five other sacraments are confirmation, penance and
reconciliation, anointing of the sick, marriage, and holy
orders.

3. See

4. See

<https://bit.ly/2GOcWCE>

<https://bit.ly/2TINaa7>
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Locations of Protestant churches in France in the 16" century.
Source: <https://bit.ly/2lU20E>

5. Nantes is a city in Western France.

6. To get a better idea of what would happen to a Huguenot
who tried to escape France under the Edict of Fon-
tainebleau, read Galley Slave by Jean Marteilhe (see bibli-
ography).

7. City in Germany near Berlin.
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The Edict of Nantes, 1598, granting some
religious freedoms to the Huguenots. | Source:
<https://bit.ly/2mZRVAy>
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Paul Revere, son of Huguenot refugee Apollos Rivoire, warning
the residents of Lexington. | Source: howstuffworks <https://
bit.ly/20FpOri>
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Bennett, Charles E. Laudonniére & Fort Caroline: History
and Documents. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama
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Bennett, Charles E. Settlement of Florida. Gainesville: Uni-
versity of Florida, 1968. R 975.9 B471S (Includes engrav-
ings by and diary of Jacques le Moyne de Morgues)
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Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues]. New York: Random
House, c2008. R 759.4 H342P

Lorant, Stefan. The New World: The First Pictures of Ameri-
ca. New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1946.
R 973.1 L865N

McGrath, John T. The French in Early Florida: in the Eye of
the Hurricane. Gainesville, FI.: University of Florida,
2000. R 975.9 M147F

Huguenots in France

AncestryLibraryEdition.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Ancestry.com. Les descendants des Albigeois et
des Huguenots, ou mémoires de la famille de Por-
tal [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Inc., 2008. Original data: F. de Portal. Les des-
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la famille de Portal. Paris: Ch. Meyrueis, 1860.

AncestryLibraryEdition.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Ancestry.com. Les Huguenots dans le diocése de
Rieux : documents inédits publiés pour la Société histo-
rique de Gascogne [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2008. Original data: Jean
Lestrade. Les Huguenots dans le diocése de Rieux : docu-
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cestry.com Operations Inc., 2008. Original data: Charles
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AncestryLibraryEdition.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Ancestry.com. Les Huguenots en Comminges
(nouvelle série) : documents inedits publiés pour la Socié-
té historique de Gascogne Pt. 1 [database on-line]. Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2008. Original
data: Jean Lestrade. Les Huguenots en Comminges
(nouvelle série) : documents inédits publiés pour la
Société historique de Gascogne Pt. 1. Paris: H. Cham-
pion, 1910-1911.

AncestryLibraryEdition.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Ancestry.com. Les Huguenots en Comminges
(nouvelle série) : documents inédits publiés pour la Socié-
té historique de Gascogne Pt. 2 [database on-line]. Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2008. Original
data: Jean Lestrade. Les Huguenots en Comminges
(nouvelle série) : documents inédits publiés pour la Socié-
té historique de Gascogne Pt. 2. Paris: H. Champion,
1910-1911.

Benedict, Philip. The Huguenot Population of France, 1600-
1685: The Demographic Fate and Customs of a Religious
Minority. Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society,
1994. R 944 B463H

Bernard, Gildas. Les familles protestantes en France: XVle
siecle-1792: guide des recherches biographiques et gé-
nealogiques. Paris: Archives nationales: Diffusé par La
Documentation francaise, 1987. R 944 B518F

Memory and Identity: The Huguenots in France and the Atlan-
tic Diaspora. Columbia, S.C.: Univ. of South Carolina
Press, 2008, 2003. R 284.509 M533

Huguenots in Massachusetts

Freeland, Mary de Witt. The Records of Oxford, Mass.: In-
cluding Chapters of Nipmuck, Huguenot and English His-
tory from the Earliest Date, 1630 with Manners and Fash-
ions of the Time. Albany, N.Y.: J. Munsell's Sons, 1894.
974.43 F854R
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Following the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, Friedrich Wilhelm
invited the Huguenots to settle in Brandenburg-Prussia. Source:
<https://bit.ly/2m3HrA3 <https://bit.ly/2m3HrA3>

Huguenot Memorial Society of Oxford. Champions of
Freedom. Oxford, Mass.: Huguenot Memorial Society of
Oxford, 1958. 974.43 H897C

Huguenots in New England

Douglas, Donald. Huguenot: The Story of the Huguenot Emi-
grations, Particularly to New England, in which is Includ-
ed the Early Life of Apollos Rivoire, the Father of Paul
Revere. New York: Dutton, 1954. R 284.5 D733H

Finnell, Arthur Louis. The Huguenot Society of New England:
1924-1949 Roster of Members and Ancestors. Blooming-
ton, Minn.: National Huguenot Society, 1993. 974 F514H

Huguenots in New Jersey
HeritageQuestOnline [via the St. Louis County Library web-
site]. The Huguenots on the Hackensack: a Paper Read
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before the Huguenot Society of America in the French
Church du Saint-Esprit, New York, April 13, 1885: before
the New Jersey Historical Society at Trenton, January 26,
1886 : before the New Brunswick Historical Club, Febru-
ary 18, 1886: and in the North Reformed Church of
Schraalenberg, N.J., February 19, 1886. [database on-
line]. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2005.
Original data: Demarest, David D. The Huguenots on the
Hackensack : a Paper Read before the Huguenot Society
of America in the French Church du Saint-Esprit, New
York, April 13, 1885: before the New Jersey Historical
Society at Trenton, January 26, 1886: before the New
Brunswick Historical Club, February 18, 1886: and in the
North Reformed Church of Schraalenberg, N.J., February
19, 1886. N.J.: unknown, 1886.

Hill, Glenna See. Huguenot Ancestors Documented by the
Huguenot Society of New Jersey, Inc. [Bloomfield, N.J.] :
Huguenot Society of New Jersey, c1975.

973.0441 H646H

Koehler, Albert F. The Huguenots, or, the Early French in
New Jersey. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing
Co., 2007. R 974.9 K77H

Huguenots in New York

Carlo, Paula Wheeler. Huguenot Refugees in Colonial New
York: Becoming American in the Hudson Valley. Port-
land, Ore.: Sussex Academic Press, c2014.
R 974.7302 C284H

HeritageQuestOnline.com. [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Biographical Sketches and Index of the Hugue-
not Settlers of New Rochelle: 1687-1776 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2005.
Original data: Seacord, Morgan H. Biographical Sketches
and Index of the Huguenot Settlers of New Rochelle: 1687

EARLY LIBRARY CLOSINGS

Wednesday, Oct. 4 | Headquarters will close at
5:00 p.m. for an author event featuring
(ticketed)

Wednesday, Oct 16 | Headquarters will close at
5:00 p.m. for an author event featuring Rachael Ray
(sold out)
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-1776. New Rochelle, N.Y.: Huguenot and Historical As-
sociation of New Rochelle, 1941.

HeritageQuestOnline.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. The Huguenot Settlers of New York City and Its
Vicinity [database on-line]. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Op-
erations Inc., 2004. Original data: Ballard, Frank W. The
Huguenot Settlers of New York City and Its Vicinity. New
York?: unknown, 1989.

HeritageQuestOnline.com [via the St. Louis County Library
website]. Publications of the Huguenot and Historical As-
sociation of New Rochelle, N.Y. [database on-line]. Provo,
UT: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2005. Original da-
ta: Publications of the Huguenot and Historical Associa-
tion of New Rochelle, N.Y. New Rochelle, N.Y.: The Asso-
ciation, 1924.

Le Fevre, Ralph. History of New Paltz, New Y ork, and Its Old
Families (from 1678 to 1820): including the Huguenot
Pioneers and Others Who Settled in New Paltz Previous
to the Revolution. Westminster, Md.: Heritage Books,
2008. R 974.734 L493H

Seacord, Morgan H. Historical Landmarks of New Rochelle.
New Rochelle, N.Y.: New Rochelle Trust Co., 1938.
974.727 S438H

The Huguenot Historical Society, New Paltz, N.Y. New Paltz,
N.Y.: The Society, 1984. R 974.734 H897

Huguenots in Pennsylvania

Stapleton, A. Memorials of the Huguenots in America with
Special Reference to Their Emigration to Pennsylvania.
Carlisle, Pa.: Huguenot Publshing, 1901. R 974.8 S794M
and circulating copy

Huguenots in Scotland

Dabson, David. Huguenot and Scots Links, 1575-1775.
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 2008, 2005.
R 941.1 D635H

Huguenots in South Carolina and Georgia

Bates, Susan Baldwin. French Santee: A Huguenot Settlement
in Colonial South Carolina. Susan Baldwin Bates and
Harriott Cheves Leland. Baltimore: Otter Bay Books,
2015. R 975.7 B329F and circulating copy

Davis, Harry Alexander. Some Huguenot Families of South
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Permanent religious freedom was granted in France with the Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen in 1789. | Source:
<https://bit.ly/2IRPvVUB>

Carolina and Georgia: Peter Lafitte, Andre Verdier, Sam-
uel Montague, Henri Francois Bourquin, Jean Bap[t]iste
Bourquin, Peter Papot, Benjamin Godin, Peter Morel.
Washington, D.C.: H. A. Davis, 1926. 975.7 D262S

Davis, Harry Alexander. Some Huguenot Families of South
Carolina and Georgia: Supplement Number 2: David Hu-
guenin, Gideon Mallet, Francois Gabriel Ravot. Washing-
ton, D.C.: H. A. Davis, 1937. 975.7 D262S

Davis, Harry Alexander. Some Huguenot Families of South
Carolina and Georgia, Supplement no. 3: Bourquin Fami-
ly. 2nd ed. Washington, D.C.: H. A Davis, 1940.
975.7 D262S

Eastman, Margaret Middleton Rivers. The Huguenot Church
in Charleston. Charleston, S.C.: The History Press, 2018.
R 975.791 E13H
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Edmonds, Bobby F. The Huguenots of New Bordeaux.
McCormick, SC: Cedar Hill Unlimited, 2005.

R 975.736 E24H

Edmonds, Bobby F. The Making of McCormick County.
McCormick, S.C.: Cedar Hill; [Columbia, SC: R.L. Bry-
an], 2005, 1999. R 975.736 E24M (Includes chapters ti-
tled “Persecuted French Huguenots Seek Refuge,” “New
Bordeaux Colony Founded on Little River,” “Huguenot
Hymnody and Psalmody.”)

Pike, Mary LeRoy Upshaw. The Huguenot Crosses of South
Carolina. Charleston, S.C.: Huguenot Society of South
Carolina, 2001. R 975.7 P636H

Prioleau, Robert M. Huguenot Footprints: The Joumey to
America. Charleston, S.C.: Huguenot Society of South
Carolina, 2010. R 975.7 P958H

Ravenel, Daniel. Liste des Francois et Suisses: From an Old
Manuscript List of French and Swiss Protestants Settled
in Charleston, on the Santee, and at the Orange Quarter
in Carolina Who Desired Naturalization, Prepared Prob-
ably about 1695-6. Reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Pub-
lishing, 1968. R 975.7 R252L and circulating copies

The Huguenot Connection: The Edict of Nantes, Its Revoca-
tion, and Early French Migration to South Carolina. Bos-
ton: Kluwer Academic, 1988. R 975.7 H897

Van Ruymbeke, Bertrand. From New Babylon to Eden: The
Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Caroli-
na. Columbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina Press,
2006. R 975.7 VV217F and circulating copy

Huguenots in Switzerland

Vuilleumier, Marc. Immigrants and Refugees in Switzerland:
An Outline History. Zurich: Pro Helvetia, 1992.
R 949.4 /988l

Huguenots in Virginia

Brock, R. A. Documents, Chiefly Unpublished, Relating to the
Huguenot Emigration to Virginia and to the Settlement at
Manakin-Town with an Appendix of Genealogies, Pre-
senting Data of the Fontaine, Maury, Dupuy, Trabue,
Marye, Chastain, Cocke, and Other Families. Richmond,
Va.: Published by the Society, 1886. R 975.5 B864D and
circulating copies
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OF NOTE

GERMAN HERITAGE
IN LETTERS ==

German Heritage in Letters
digitization event on Nov. 23

History & Genealogy at St. Louis County Library (H&G) and
the St. Louis Genealogical Society (StLGS) will host a Ger-
man letter digitization event on Saturday, Nov. 23, 1:00-4:00
p.m. at the StLGS offices, 4 Sunnen Dr., #140, Maplewood,
MO 63143. The event is being organized in conjunction with
the “German Heritage in Letters” project of the German His-
torical Institute (GHI) of Washington, D.C. GHI is seeking to
digitize letters received by German immigrants up to 1925.
Members of the public are encour-
aged to bring letters received by

German immigrant to the event

for scanning. Originals will be

returned along with a digital copy. German
Translators will be available on HiStO{ical Institute
site for consultation. A brief ~ Washington

presentation about the project and
the work of the three organizations will take place at 1:30 p.m.
and repeat at 3:00 p.m.

Registration is requested. Register  online  <https://
bit.ly/2lpbCBm> or call 314-994-3300. Registrants will be
contacted by a GHI representa-
tive in advance of the event.
For more information, call 314-
994-3300, ext. 2070 or email
genealogy@sicl.org.

The goal of German Heritage
in Letters is to create a digital

[
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collection of German-language correspondence currently held
in private hands for the benefit of scholars, academic research-
ers, genealogists, and others interested in the history of Ger-
man immigration. The project is supported by funding from
Deutschlandjahr USA, an initiative of the German Federal
Foreign Office celebrating 2019 as the Year of German-
American Friendship. More information about the project is
online <http://germanletters.org/> .

Local History Expo set for
Oct. 23 at SLCL Headquarters

History & Genealogy at St. Louis County Library will host a
local history expo on Saturday, Oct. 26, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. in the Headquarters Auditorium. Representatives of St.
Louis-area and statewide organizations will be on hand to dis-
cuss their activities in documenting, preserving, and celebrat-
ing local history. Selected organizations will give brief formal
presentations in the East Room.

Participating organizations include the Archdiocese of St.
Louis Archives; Association of African Ancestored Research-
ers of St Louis; Carondelet Historical Society; Chesterfield
Historic and Landmarks Preservation Committee; The Conflu-
ence (historical journal; Lindenwood University); Dred Scott
Heritage Foundation; Fenton Historical Society; Field House
Museum; First Missouri State Capitol State Historic Site; Flo-
rissant Valley Historical Society; Historic Florissant; Inc.; His-
toric Sappington House; Historic St. Louis; Kirkwood Histori-
cal Society; Missouri German Consortium; Missouri Pacific
Historical Society; Missouri State Archives; National Park
Service at Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site; National
Railway Historical Society, St. Louis Chapter; Old Jamestown
Association; Sappington-Concord Historical Society; St Louis
Regional History Organizations; St. Louis Genealogical Soci-
ety; St. Louis Public Library, St. Louis Room and Genealogy
Room; Wildwood Historical Society.

The event is free and open to the public. No registration is nec-
essary. The library is located at 1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St.
Louis, Missouri 63131. For more information, contact the His-
tory & Genealogy Department at 314-994-3300, ext. 2070, or
genealogy@sicl.org.
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NEW BOOK HIGHLIGHTS

JEREMY BROWN
Influenza: The Hundred Year
Hunt to Cure the Deadliest

Disease in History
Touchstone, 2018

' LS8 WY
| NI: l“ ENlA R 614.518 B878I
While influenza is now often thought
of as a common and mild disease, it
still kills over 30,000 people in the US
each year. Dr. Jeremy Brown, currently Director of Emergen-
cy Care Research at the National Institutes of Health, ex-
pounds on the flu's deadly past to solve the mysteries that
could protect us from the next outbreak. In Influenza, he talks
with leading epidemiologists, policy makers, and the research-
er who first sequenced the genetic building blocks of the origi-
nal 1918 virus to offer both a comprehensive history and a
roadmap for understanding what’s to come.—Publisher

DAVID TODD LAWRENCE &
ELEAINE J. LAWLESS

When They Blew the Levee:
Race, Politics, and Community
in Pinhook, Missouri

University of Mississippi, 2018

R 977.8983 L419W

WHEN THEY BLEW

THE LEVEE

Plnhook MISSOUI’I

In 2011, the Midwest suffered devas-
tating floods. Due to the flooding, the
: US Army Corps of Engineers activat-
ed the Birds P0|nt New Madrid Floodway, one of the flood
prevention mechanisms of the Mississippi Rivers and Tribu-
taries Project. This levee breach was intended to divert water
in order to save the town of Cairo, lllinois, but in the process, it
completely destroyed the small African American town of
Pinhook, Missouri.

In When They Blew the Levee: Race, Politics, and Communi-
ty in Pinhook, Missouri, authors David Todd Lawrence and
Elaine J. Lawless examine two conflicting narratives about the
flood--one promoted by the Corps of Engineers that boasts the

success of the levee breach and the flood diversion, and the
other gleaned from displaced Pinhook residents, who, in oral
narratives, tell a different story of neglect and indifference on
the part of government officials. Receiving inadequate warn-
ing and no evacuation assistance during the breach, residents
lost everything. Still after more than six years, displaced Pin-
hook residents have yet to receive restitution and funding for
relocation and reconstruction of their town. The authors' re-
search traces a long history of discrimination and neglect of
the rights of the Pinhook community, beginning with their
migration from the Deep South to southeast Missouri, through
purchasing and farming the land, and up to the Birds Point
levee breach nearly eighty years later. The residents’ stories
relate what it has been like to be dispersed in other small
towns, living with relatives and friends while trying to negoti-
ate the bureaucracy surrounding Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and State Emergency Management Agency as-
sistance programs.—Publisher

GEROGE R. STEWART
U.S. 40: Cross Section of
the United States of

America
Houghton Mifflin, 1953

R 973 S849U

Written in 1953, several years be-

fore the first stretch of Interstate

highways were built,  George
. Stewart drove his Ford the entire
Iength of U.S. Highway 40 from Atlantic City to San Francis-
co. Along the way he paused to describe road conditions and
construction, landscapes, buildings, towns, and the route in
general. The introduction provides historical information about
the development of the highway. Chapters covering specific
stretches include black and white photos. The book provides a
fascinating reminder of what it was like to drive the highways
before freeways and bypasses, when highways like U.S. 40
went right through town and down Main Street—H&G Staff
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Briefly noted
Biography

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin. 973.3092 W875A

Archbishop Patrick John Ryan: His Life and Times: Ireland,
St. Louis, Philadelphia 1831-1911. RB Ryan Patrick

Life and Times of Elder Reuben Ross. RB Ross Reuben

British Isles

British Diplomatic Representatives, 1789-1852.
R 941.073 B612B

Notes of the Debates in the House of Lords: Officially Taken
by Robert Bowyer and Henry Elsing, Clerks of the Parlia-
ments, A.D. 1621, 1625, 1628. R 942 N911

Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.
941.1 S678P

Rotuli parliamentorum Anglie hactenus inediti, MCCLXXIX~-
MCCCLXXIII. R 942.03 R851

Past is published by History & Genealogy at

St. Louis County Library, located on Tier 5 of Library
Headquarters.

<http://www.slcl.org/pastports>.

Contact us:

History & Genealogy
St. Louis County Library
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63131

Phone: 314-994-3300, ext. 2070
Email: genealogy@sicl.org
Website:

Tours

Tours are conducted on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
10:30 a.m. Group tours of 10 or more are gladly
arranged with advance notice by calling 314-994-3300,
ext. 2070.
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England and Wales

Administrations and Inventories of the Archdeaconry of
Northampton, 1711-1800. 942.557 C561A

Banbury Wills and Inventories. R 942.573 B212

Camden Miscellany. Vol. Xv.. R 942 C179

Camden Miscellany. Vol. Xvii.. R 942 C179

The Correspondence of Charles Arbuthnot. R 942 A667C

The Diary of Ralph Josselin, 1616-1683. R 942.67 J84D

Dictionary of Yorkshire Surnames. R 942.84 R318D

The Diplomatic Correspondence of Richard Il.
R 942.038 R511D

The Formation of Canning's Ministry: February to August,
1827. R 942 AB41F

A History of Somerset. Volume 1. R 942.38 H673

John of Gaunt's Register, 1379-1383. R 942.769 J65J

London

Cartulary of St. Mary Clerkenwell. R 942.143 N972C

Early Charters of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London.
R 942.12 S149E

The Official Diary of Lieutenant-General Adam Williamson:
Deputy-Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 1722-1747.
R 942.1 W7290

Ireland and Northern Ireland
The Ballymoney Northern Herald and Ulster General Adver-
tiser: Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1860-1863.
R 941.614 B393B
The Diocese of Kilmore, 1800-1950. R 941.698 G172D
Diocese of Kilmore, C. 1100-1800. R 941.698 K29D
Directory of Irish Family History Research. R 941.6 D598
The Fermanagh Story: A Documented History of the County
Fermanagh from the Earliest Times to the Present Day.
R 941.63 L787F
The Monaghan Story: A Documented History of the County
Monaghan from the Earliest Times to 1976.
R 941.697 L788M
A Short History of Ireland, 1500-2000. R 941.5 G447S

France

The Gascon Calendar of 1322. R 944.74 G247
The Letters of Arnulf of Lisieux. R 944.22 A768L
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Germany

Ortssippenbucher (village genealogical
registers)

Albachten., North Rhine-Westphalia, R 943.5614 H222H

Bacharach, Rhineland-Palatinate, Catholic, 1686—-1908.
R 943.43 D559F

Bacharach, Rhineland-Palatinate, Protestant, 1577—-1798.
R 943.43 K18F

Burbach, Baden-Wuerttemberg, 1726-1900.
R 943.464 S2960

Dreieichenhain, Hesse. R 943.416 G878F

Gronau, Hesse, 1551-1939. R 943.41 H713F

Karlsdorf und Dettenheim, Baden-Wuerttemberg, 1696—1904.

R 943.464 F198
Lehenthal bei Kulmbach, Bavaria, 1564—1900.
R 943.31 K91F
Michelfeld, Baden-Wuerttemberg,1500-1906.
R 943.46 S462M
Neulussheim, 1716-1920. 943.464 0160
Oberdiebach, Rhineland-Palatinate, 1637-1875.
R 943.43 D559F
Sart-Lez-Spa, Belgium, 1616-1732. R 949.346 J120
Schneeberg, Bavaria, 1618 to present. R 943.33 S8760
Teutschneureut, Baden-Wuerttemberg, to 1821.
R 943.46436 N6660
Ubstadt, Baden-Wuerttemberg, before 1699.
R 943.4643 B829U
Wessin bei Crivitz, Mecklenburg-Western Pommerania, 1758
-1908. R 943.176 N6710

Baden-Wuerttemberg

Eberbach 1012-2012. [local history]. R 943.464 H816E

Emigrants from the Grandduchy of Baden before 1872.
R 943.46 E53

Emigrants from the Kingdom of Wurttemberg before 1850:
Auswanderungen aus dem Konigreich Warttemberg vor
1850. R 943.46 W864E

Bavaria

Butthard: eine Ortschronik [local history]. R 943.33 K96B

Die Koénigspfalz Rothenburg ob der Tauber [history of the
imperial castle in Rothenburg]. R 943.32 S823K
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Hesse

700 Jahre Miimling-Grumbach [local history].
R 943.416 S497

950 Jahre Starkenburg bei Heppenheim: historische und ak-
tuelle Perspektiven auf eine starke Burg [local history].
R 943.416 N714

Geschichte und Geschichten eines Dorfes: 700 Jahre Wersau
[local history]. R 943.416 G389

Rhineland-Palatinate

Der Weiler Frohnhofen bei Reichelsheim im Odenwald: seine
Geschichte und Geschichten, seine Hofe und deren Be-
wohner [farm histories with historical list of occupants].
R 943.43 H816W

North Rhine-Westphalia

The following titles feature building histories of the City of
Munster with historical lists of occupants:

Alter Steinweg: mit Lambertikirchplatz, Kirchherrngasse, Bo-
landsgasse, Asche, Julius-Voos-Gasse, Arztkarrengasse,
Winkelstrasse. R 943.5614 K66A

Drubbel, Roggenmarkt, Alter Fischmarkt. R 943.5614 K66D

Der Prinzipalmarkt: mit Michaelisplatz, Gruetgasse, Syndi-
katgasse und Syndikatplatz. R 943.5614 K58P

Die Salzstrasse: mit Lambertikirchplatz, Holzernes Wams,
Bolandsgasse, Winkelstrasse, Arztkarrengasse, Serva-
tiikirchplatz, Kleiboltengasse, Ringoldsgasse und Loer-
gasse. R 943.5614 J37S

A list of new books received during the previous month
is posted on the library’s website.
<https://bit.ly/2HrQhks>. For more information about
viewing the new book list online, exporting records, and
saving items to a customized list, call (314) 994-3300 or
ask a librarian when visiting any St. Louis County Library
branch.
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e fp it b5l A genealogist may well study a
Nt s xij foreign language, but does that
g i .
3_,%£n:“,il,;i.l‘l.‘.l.h_.:l.;;:-TI.;]J;:?-::‘, i translate to recognizing the

i - K71 written words? Records in

[
1 German, a language already

infamous for its complexity,

can present additional
challenges to English-
speakers due to the
employment of Gothic type, also known as Fraktur. For
years modern researchers confronted this unfamiliar
style of handwriting with little guidance. In 2001,
German-research expert Roger P. Minert lent his
knowledge to the community in Deciphering
Handwriting in German Documents: Analyzing German,
Latin, and French in Historical Manuscripts (Call no.
929.1 M664D).

If you studied a German word list only to find you still
couldn’t even find the date of a record, that would be
completely natural: in Minert's own estimation, “fewer

Other German titles

Deutsches Familienarchiv: ein genealogisches Sammelwerk
[compiled genealogies]. R 943 D486

German Residential Records for Genealogists: Tracking Your
Ancestor from Place to Place in Germany. R 943 M664G

Hessische Familiennamen: Namengeschichten, Erklarungen,
Verbreitungen [Hessian Family Names: Etymologies,
Explanations, Distribution]. R 943 R172H

Thiringer Pfarrerbuch [Biographical Dictionary of Clergy in
Thuringia]. R 943.22 T536

History

The American Steam Locomotive in the Twentieth Century.
R 625.261 M882A
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SAMPLINGS FROM THE PRINT COLLECTION

than one percent of Germans today can competently
read handwriting samples originating prior to 1900.%”
But a script can be worked through, and Minert's book
offers descriptions and examples of each letter, advice
on distinguishing similar letters, and practical tips for
grouping characters to narrow possibilities in the worst
cases. In addition to imparting a rare skill, he provides
support for interpreting Latin and French texts, both
used in Germany in certain contexts. For each
language, images of various record types are
accompanied by important words, analysis,
transliterations, and translations.

In the Second Edition, Minert closely examines 44
additional documents representative of German
research. Because certain words or phrases can be
common or inherent to a source type, comparing a
record against a similar one and its translation can be
invaluable.

1. Roger P. Minert, Deciphering Handwriting in German
Documents: Analyzing German, Latin, and French in
Historical Manuscripts, 2nd ed. (Provo, UT: GRT

British Consular Reports on the Trade and Politics of Latin
America, 1824-1826. R 941.074 H927B

A History of the Poles in America to 1908.
R 973.04918 K94H

Influenza: The Hundred-Year Hunt to Cure the Deadliest Dis-
ease in History. R 614.518 B878I

Letters and Other Documents Illustrating the Relations be-
tween England and Germany at the Commencement of
the Thirty Years' War. R 942 G224L

Letters from New France: The Upper Country, 1686-1783.
971.018 L651

Tour of the Interparliamentary Union Tendered by the Gov-
ernment of the United States. R 341.6 U58T
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Military

The French and Indian War: A Complete Chronology.
R 973.26 H245F

The War of 1812: A Complete Chronology with Biographies
of 63 General Officers. R 973.52 H245W

Civil War

Civil War History. R 973.7 C582

The Civil War Missouri Compendium: Almost Unabridged.
R 973.7478 M132C

Colonels in Blue: Union Army Colonels of the Civil War.
R 973.741 H942C

Dark Hours: South Carolina Soldiers, Sailors and Citizens
Who Were Held in Federal Prisons during the War for
Southern Independence, 1861-1865. R 973.772 K59D

The Dreaded Thirteenth Tennessee Union Cavalry: Maraud-
ing Mountain Men. R 973.7468 S884D

Military Bibliography of the Civil War. R 973.74 M644

Old Enough to Die. R 973.782 W7350

Campaigns and battles

The 1865 Stoneman's Raid Begins: Leave Nothing for the
Rebellion to Stand Upon. R 973.738 B632E

The Battle of Brice's Crossroads. R 973.736 B472B

The Battle of Okolona: Defending the Mississippi Prairie.
R 973.736 B393B

Wilson's Creek: The Second Battle of the Civil War and the
Men Who Fought It. R 973.731 P679W

States and counties

lllinois

The 1967 Belvidere Tornado. R 977.329 D754N

A Bicentennial Commemorative of the Prairie State: Readings
from the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society.
R 977.3 B583

The Bloomington-Normal Circus Legacy: The Golden Age of
Aerialists. R 977.359 B899B

Patriotic Murder: A World War | Hate Crime for Uncle Sam.
R 977.386 S817P

Cook County
The Chicago Air + Water Show: A History of Wings Above
the Waves. R 977.311 S726C
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The Chicago Haymarket Affair: A Guide to a Labor Rights
Milestone. R 977.311 R935C

The Chicago Music Scene: 1960S and 1970S.
R 977.311 M637C

The Eastland Disaster. R 977.311 W113E

Indiana
Delaware County Genealogist. R 977.265 D343
Delaware County Genealogist and Historian.

R 977.265 D3431

Pennsylvania

30 Perry County, Pennsylvania Cemetery Records: Complete
Tombstone Inscriptions. R 974.845 T531

Carbon Co., PA 19th Century Tombstone Abstracts.
974.826 S476C

Cemeteries of, Conemaugh Township, Somerset Co., PA.
R 974.879 E59C

Collected Cemeteries of the Tri-County Region (Schuylkill-
Columbia-Northumberland), Pennsylvania.
R 974.817 R497C

Four Westmoreland County, PA Cemeteries.
R 974.881 W462F

German Protestant Cemetery of Mahanoy City, Located in
Mahanoy Township, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania.
R 974.817 R497G

Gethsemane Cemetery, Laureldale, Berks County, Pennsylva-
nia. R 974.816 272G

Lancaster County

An Alphabetical Listing of Burials and Gravestone Transcrip-
tions of Groffdale Mennonite Church Cemetery, West
Earl Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
R 974.815 M379A

Cemetery Records of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
974.815 H288C

Tennessee

From a Standing Start: My Tennessee Political Odyssey.
R 976.8 D923F

Historic Tennessee. R 976.8 T297H

Old Rogersville: An Illustrated History of Rogersville,
Tennessee. R 976.895 P9450

NEWS AND TIPS | HISTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY



Pasti-

Tennessee Agriculture: A Century Farms Perspective.
R 976.8 W516T

A Tennessee Portrait: Photographs and Stories from Roads
Less Traveled. R 976.8 P235T

Thy Loving Children Still: History and Memories of Pleasant
Hill Academy. R 976.875 G554T

Davidson County

Fortunes, Fiddles & Fried Chicken: A Nashville Business His-
tory. R 976.855 C273F

Heritage, Highballs, and Hijinks: Colorful Characters | Have
Known. R 976.855 W735H

The Spirit of Nashville: The Art & Soul of Music City.
R 976.855 A547S

Other state titles

Columbus Chronicles: Tales from East Mississippi.
R 976.2973 W262C

Florida Land Grant Atlas. R 975.9 D897F

Irish Immigrants of the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank.
R 974.7 R498lI

The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri
Joutel, 1684-1687. R 977 J86L

Martin's Hundred. R 975.5425 N766M

When They Blew the Levee: Politics, Race, and Community
in Pinhook, Missouri. R 977.8983 L419W

Other new titles

All About Old Buildings: The Whole Preservation Catalog.
R 363.69 A416

American Military Cemeteries. 353.008 H758A

The Private Correspondence of Lord Macartney, Governor of
Madras (1781-85). R 954.82 M116P

U.S. 40: Cross Section of the United States of America.
R 973 S849U

Journal highlights

Civil War History, 65:3 (Sept. 2019): “The Internet and Civil
War Studies,” 207; “’The Last and Most Precious Me-
mento’: Photographic Portraiture and the Union Citizen-
Soldier,” 235.

De Halve Maen (Holland Society of New York), 92:1 (Spring
2019): “Finding New Netherland’s Frisians,” 9.
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The Highlander: The Magazine of Scottish Heritage, 57:5
(Sept./Oct. 2019): “Scotland’s Breach of Promise Laws,”
32; “Scottish Genealogy: When is a Marriage Not a Mar-
riage?” 44.

Journal of the Bristol & Avon Family History Society, 177
(Sept. 2019): “The Value of Manorial Surveys in Family
History: South Stoke, Somerset Landholders at the Time
of Elizabeth 1,” 32.

The Palatine Immigrant (Palatines to America). 19:4 (Sept.
2019): “German Immigrants in American Church Rec-
ords: Lessons Learned over Sixteen Years,” 9.

The Huguenots

Douglas, William. The Douglas Register: Being a Detailed
Record of Births, Marriages, and Deaths Together with
Other Interesting Notes, as Kept by the Rev. William
Douglas from 1750 to 1797; an Index of Goochland Wills,
Notes on the French-Huguenot Refugees Who Lived in
Manakin-town. Salem, Mass.: Higginson Book Co.,
[1997]. R 975.5455 D737D and circulating copy

Lorant, Stefan. The New World: The First Pictures of Ameri-
ca. New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1946.

R 973.1 L865N
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CLASSES & PROGRAMS

CLASSES

Classes are free and open to the public, but registration is
requested. Register online at www.slcl.org or call 314-994-
3300. Before registering for classes, you should already
know how to use a computer and search the Internet. A
prerequisite is noted for some classes.

CLASSES FOR BEGINNING RESEARCHERS

Who Were my Ancestors?

Beginning Genealogical Research

If you have little or no research experience, this is the class for
you. Learn about the genealogical research process and the
many resources available in History & Genealogy at St. Louis
County Library.

Oct. 22 10:00 a.m. Grant's View | Register
Oct. 29 2:00 p.m. Florissant Valley | Reqgister
Nov. 7 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Reqister

Library Skills for Genealogical Research

Libraries offer essential tools for researching your ancestry.
Learn how to search online library catalogs, obtain materials
from distant libraries, locate periodical articles, and use the
library’s in-house guides. Pre-requisite: “Who Were My
Ancestors?” or previous research experience.

Oct. 1 2:00 p.m. Florissant Valley | Register
Oct. 8 10:00 a.m. Grand Glaize | Reqister

Finding Ancestors in U.S. Census Records

Census records are a basic and essential source for
genealogical research in the U.S. Learn how to search census
records effectively using electronic databases.

Oct. 23 6:30 p.m. Thornhill | Register

CLASSES TO EXPAND RESEARCH SKILLS

Researching Newspaper Databases

Newspapers are excellent sources of historical and
genealogical information, and digitization has made them
more widely available. The class will cover 19th-Century U. S.
Newspapers, NewspaperArchive, Newspapers.com and

St. Louis Post-Dispatch databases.

Oct. 28 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Reqister
Nov. 12 2:00 p.m. Daniel Boone | Register

Finding Immigrant European Ancestors

Discover print and online resources for researching immigrant
ancestors. This class will include an overview of information
available on Ancestry Library Edition and other electronic
databases. Prerequisite: Finding Ancestors in U.S. Census
Records class or comparable research experience.

Oct. 3 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Reqister
Nov. 5 10:00 a.m. Cliff Cave | Reqister

Identifying Ancestral Military Veterans

Explore strategies for military research in the Fold3 and
Ancestry Library Edition databases, as well as in print and
online sources. Prerequisite: Finding Ancestors in U.S.
Census Records class or comparable research experience.
Nov. 13

6:30 p.m. Weber Road | Register

AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY

Tracing Your African American Ancestors
Learn basic techniques for researching African American
ancestors, including how to get started, solve common
roadblocks, and use additional records to deepen your
research.

Nov. 2 10:00 a.m. Mid-County | Register
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ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH LOCATIONS

Grant’s View
9700 Musick Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63123

Bridgeton Trails
3455 McKelvey Road
Bridgeton, MO 63044

Cliff Cave
5430 Telegraph Road
St. Louis, MO 63129

Headquarters
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63131

Indian Trails
8400 Delport Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63114

Daniel Boone
300 Clarkson Rd.
Ellisville, MO 63011

Eureka Hills
156 Eureka Town Center
Eureka, MO 63025

Jamestown Bluffs
4153 N. Highway 67
Florissant, MO 63034

Lewis & Clark
9909 Lewis-Clark Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63136

Florissant Valley
195 New Florissant Rd, S.
Florissant, MO 63031

Meramec Valley
1501 San Simeon Way.
Fenton, MO 63026

Mid-County
7821 Maryland Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63105

Natural Bridge

7606 Natural Bridge Rd.

St. Louis, MO 63121

Oak Bend
842 S. Holmes Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63122

Prairie Commons
915 Utz Lane
Hazelwood, MO 63042

Rock Road
10267 St. Charles Rock Rd.
St. Ann, MO 63074

Samuel C. Sachs
16400 Burkhardt Place
Chesterfield, MO 63017

Thornhill
12863 Willowyck Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63146

Weber Road
4444 Weber Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63123

General information
Phone: 314-994-3300,
ext. 2070

Advanced Techniques for African American
Research

The usual techniques can often lead to roadblocks in African
American genealogical research. The instructor will use case
studies to demonstrate how researchers can fill gaps in
missing information. Prerequisite: Tracing Your African
American Ancestors.

Nov. 2 2:00 p.m.

PROGRAMS

Programs are free and open to the public.
No registration is required.

Mid-County | Register

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 6:30 p.m. | Cliff Cave

Cemetery Iconography

Much can be learned about an individual from the stones that
mark their final place of rest. This introductory presentation will
cover some basic information about various images found
throughout cemeteries.

Saturday, Oct. 12, 10:00 a.m. | Headquarters

Going with the Flow: River History and the
Records that Trace It

St. Louis Genealogical Society General Membership
Meeting

The Curator of the Herman T. Pott National Inland
Waterways Library will discuss sources for researching
river history, as well as how and where to find evidence of
your ancestor’s potential travel by or employment on
American waterways. Posche Schlapper, speaker.

Wednesday, Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. | Cliff Cave

Reading Handwritten German Church Records
Learn about old handwritten German script as well as
helpful tips and resources for reading and understanding
church records. We'll practice reading several examples.

Carol Whitton, Speaker.

Saturday, Nov. 9, 10:00 a.m. | Headquarters
Newspapers: Pages of Your History
St. Louis Genealogical Society General Membership

Meeting

Whether in small towns or major cities, American newspapers
usually reflected the interests and values of the communities
they served. Patsy Luebbert, speaker.
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