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OF NOTE 
Historical St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
expands coverage 

ProQuest has added content to the Historical Post-
Dispatch Newspaper Database <http://bit.ly/2qx6ic0> 
to extend coverage of the newspaper through 1968. 
Coverage will expand through 2003 as digitization pro-
gresses. The database is searchable and provides im-
ages of newspaper pages.  Researchers can access the 
database for free at any St. Louis County Library loca-
tion. Residents in the metropolitan St. Louis area can 
also use it at home with a valid St. Louis County Li-
brary card. 

FOR THE RECORDS 
Researching historic homes  
Researching a house’s history in the St. Louis area in-
volves investigating the building and its inhabitants in a 
variety of sources. The History & Genealogy Depart-
ment has many to help you in the various stages of the 
research process. In addition to sources for St. Louis 
area property research, the History & Genealogy De-
partment also has print sources for other locations.  

Deed Records 

Locating deed records is an important step in the re-
search process that helps researchers to create a prop-
erty timeline. Deeds are formal written agreements 
through which the title of a piece of property is trans-
ferred from one owner to the next. Important informa-
tion to note when compiling deed records for a property 
timeline includes the date of transaction, the grantor 
(seller) and grantee (buyer), the purchase price, and a 
legal description of the property. When copying the 

legal description from the deed record, make sure to 
write down the number of acres to help identify the 
property. The following St. Louis City and County 
deed records are available on microfilm in the History 
& Genealogy Department. Note that city and county 
records are combined until 1876, when St. Louis be-
came an independent city and the county began keep-
ing records separately. 

St. Louis City and County deed records to 1876 
and St. Louis City after 1876 

Collet’s Index [Deeds] (St. Louis Co., Mo.), Grantors 
and Grantees, 1804–1854 

Index to French and Spanish Archives, 1771–1803 
Land Commissioner’s Minutes, 1st and 2nd Boards 
O.W. Collet’s General Index to St. Louis County Ar-

chives [French & Spanish records] 
St. Louis Deed Records [pre–1804, French, and Span-

ish], vols. 1–6 

A deed record, 
like this one 
above, is a 
basic document 
for house 
history 
research. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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St. Louis Deed Records [pre–1804, French, Spanish, 
English] (translated), vols. 1–6 

St. Louis Deed Records: Deed Indexes, Direct (1804–
1900) and Inverted (1804–1891) 

St. Louis Deed Records: Deeds, Vols. A–Z6 (1804–
1854) and Vols. 151–425 (1854–1871) 

Record of Deeds for Lots Sold in Commons Under 
Ordinances, 1843, City of St. Louis 

Record of Deeds to City of St. Louis, 1830–1888, 
[land deeded to the City of St. Louis only] 

St. Louis County deed records after 1876 
St. Louis County Deeds, Books 1–1128, 1877–1930 
St. Louis County Direct and Inverted Indexes to 
Deeds, 1877–1930, 1974–1992. 

Land grants 

Many Missouri properties are interesting to research, 
because they originated under French or Spanish rule. 
Those researching land and properties that date back 
to the time of French and Spanish Land Grants should 
consult The Record of Land Titles in Missouri: 
French & Spanish Land Grants, 1804–1829 micro-
film collection The following list includes other re-
cords for land research in Missouri available on mi-
crofilm in the History & Genealogy Department: 

Missouri Field Notes & Plat Indexes 
Missouri Field Notes, Private Surveys, Vols. 1–71 
Missouri Individual Private Surveys, Nos. 1–3344 
Missouri Plat Surveys, Vols. 1–49 
Missouri Record of Private Surveys, Vols. 1–20 
Record of Land Titles in Missouri: Private Land 

Claims, 1804–1867 
Recorder Hunt’s Minutes, 1825– 

Maps 

Plat and land ownership maps are important resources 
to consider when researching historic properties. The 
History & Genealogy Department has the 1905 Plat 
Book of St. Louis County and the 1909 Plat Book for 
St. Louis City in print format, and the 1909 St. Louis 
County Plat Book on CD-ROM. Plat maps show the 
plan of an area, including political boundaries. This 
allows researchers to see how a town was laid out, 
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and such maps even show existing structures and 
plans for new streets. Plat maps also list land owners 
for a specific plat of land at the time the map was pub-
lished. In addition to plat maps, St. Louis County Li-
brary also offers History Geo, an electronic database 
featuring land ownership maps by state and county. 
The source includes an interactive First Landowners 
digital map function, which is useful for researching 
original land owners. History Geo can be accessed at 
any St. Louis County Library location. 

Fire insurance maps, such as those produced by the 
Sanborn Map Company between 1867 and 1977, are 
also useful for researching original property configu-
rations and architectural details. Originally created to 
assess fire insurance liability, the maps describe many 
building features, such as the building footprint and 
construction materials, and the locations of doors, 
windows, water and gas mains, sidewalks, streets, and 
outbuildings. Sanborn maps for towns and cities in 

Below: Detail of 
a fire insurance 
map showing 
the intersection 
of 4th St. and 
Chouteau Ave. 
Markings are 
explained in the 
key located at 
the beginning of 
each volume. 
 
Source: 
Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map, 
Saint Louis, 
1903–1916, 
Vol. 1, Sheet 
74.  



Missouri and Illinois can be browsed in the Digital 
Sanborn Maps, 1867–1970 electronic database. Li-
brary card holders can use the database at home, as 
well as at any St. Louis County Library branch. More 
information about this source is in the books, Fire 
Insurance Maps: Their History and Applications (R 
368.11 O86F) and Fire Insurance Maps in the Li-
brary of Congress: Plans of North American Cities 
and Towns Produced by the Sanborn Map Company 
(Q 016.91273 L697F). 

The History & Genealogy Department has ward maps 
for the St. Louis City, and a variety of other maps and 
atlases for the St. Louis area. A guide is available on 
the St. Louis County Library website <http://
bit.ly/2p1ZSAH>.  Maps and atlases for other loca-
tions are often available. Check the library’s online 
catalog <http://webpac.slcl.org> for holdings. 

The following maps and atlases in the History & Ge-
nealogy Collection are particularly useful for re-
searching St. Louis County homes and historic struc-
tures.  

Hutawa’s Map of the City of St. Louis, 1852. Map 
Collection 

Atlas of St. Louis, Hutawa, 1857. CD-ROM 
Atlas of St. Louis County, Hutawa, 1871–1872.  

Microfilm 
Pictorial St. Louis, the Great Metropolis of the Mis-

sissippi Valley: A Topographical Survey Drawn 
in Perspective, A.D. 1875. R 977.866 D798P and 
circulating copy 

Pitzman’s Atlas of St. Louis City & County, 1878.  
977.8 P692A 

Handy Atlas & Directory of St. Louis & Suburbs, 
1952.  R 977.865  H236 

The History & Genealogy Department has maps and 
atlases of all kinds for many other states, counties, and 
cities. Search the library’s online catalog <http://
webpac.slcl.org> for available holdings. 

MAY 2017 | PAGE 4 

NEWS AND TIPS | H I S T O R Y  A N D  G E N E A L O G Y  A T  S T .  L O U I S  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y 

Books for researching architecture 
and local history 

When identifying house styles and architectural 
trends, house style and design books are useful re-
sources for determining time periods, architects, 
unique features, and identifying possible changes in 
design and construction. Along with general guides 
on researching historic houses, the History & Geneal-
ogy Department also has books on historical architec-
ture and design. Researchers will find photographs of 
historic homes and structures, in addition to useful 
information on historical architecture (see bibliogra-
phy beginning on page 6). 

Local histories can provide specific details about ar-
chitecture and historic buildings in specific communi-
ties. They often include photographs of homes, bio-
graphical information local prominent citizens, and 
other historical information about a specific town.  A 
bibliography of local history books in the library col-
lection is available in the History & Genealogy De-
partment. Reference Desk. Books are grouped by lo-
cality. Check the table of contents to find a pictorial, 
architectural, house, or landmark history for the com-
munity of interest. Personal name indexes for many 
local St. Louis City and County histories are available 
on the library’s website <http://bit.ly/2p4ITP0>.  

Newspapers 

For researchers investigating home owners or inhabi-
tants, local newspapers can provide great details and 
key pieces of information. Obituaries for home own-
ers, for example, can help researchers confirm when a 
piece of property was transferred to a new owner and 
help ascertain when specific people inhabited the 
home. Searching local newspapers for time period in 
which a house was first constructed also gives good 
insight into the lives of home owners and a house’s 
inhabitants. The library has complete runs of the  
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1874–present and the  
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 1875–1986, plus earlier 
St. Louis daily newspapers on microfilm. A list of the 
department’s newspaper microfilm holdings is avail-
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able on the library’s website <http://bit.ly/2pkMElL>. 

In addition to microfilm, St. Louis County Library has 
searchable newspaper databases that can be used at 
any library branch or from home with a valid library 
card. Databases for St. Louis newspapers include the 
Historical St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1874–2003. The 
ProQuest U.S. Newstand Database offers coverage of 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch, 1988–present (full text 
beginning 1996). The ProQuest Digital Microfilm 
database offers non-searchable images of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch from 2008 to present. Indexes for sev-
eral St. Louis local community newspapers are posted 
on the library’s website <http://bit.ly/2pxRcpm>. For 
newspapers outside of the St. Louis area, consult the 
NewspaperARCHIVE, and Nineteenth Century U.S. 
Newspapers databases. 

City directories 

City directories include useful information for identi-
fying a home’s inhabitants in a specific period of 
time. St. Louis City Directories in the History & Ge-
nealogy collection include those for the years 1821–
1860 and 1860–1980, and the St. Louis County Direc-
tories from 1893–1979. Looking in the reverse direc-
tory for an address can help researchers determine 
who was living in a house during a particular year. 
The reverse directory first appeared in the back of the 
1922 city directory. Directories for St. Louis, 1863–
1923 and those for other cities are available on the 
Fold3 database. The keyword search function in 
Fold3 allows users to search for a name or address 
within a directory year. 

Legal and vital records 

Records commonly used in genealogical research can 
help develop a better understanding of home owners. 
Vital records, probate and other court records, and 
church records for St. Louis City and County on mi-
crofilm are available in the History & Genealogy De-
partment for researchers to view and copy. “Online 
Guide to St. Louis Sources in the History & Geneal-
ogy Department” <http://bit.ly/2oYHGso> provides 
an overview of available records. Records are often 
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available for other communities. Check the library’s 
online catalog <http://webpac.slcl.org>. 

Bibliography 

Research guides 

Green, Betsy J. Discovering the History of Your 
House and Your Neighborhood. Santa Monica, 
CA: Santa Monica Press, 2002. R 907.2 G795D  

Howe, Barbara J. Houses and Homes: Exploring 
Their History. Nashville, Tenn.: American Asso-
ciation for State and Local History, 1987.  
R 307.336 H842  

Hugh, Howard. How Old is This House? A Skeleton 
Key to Dating, Identifying, and Understanding 
Three Centures of the American House. New 
York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1989.  
R 728.028 H849H 

Light, Sarah. House Histories: A Guide to Tracing 
Genealogy of Your Home. Spencertown, N.Y.: 
Golden Hill, 2004. 728.028 L723H 

Zehr, Alison. Your House Has a History: A Step-by-
Step Guide to Researching Your Property.  
Chicago, IL: City of Chicago, Dept. of Planning 
and Development, 1998. R 977.31 Z44Y  

St. Louis City & County architecture 

Amsler, Kevin. The Architecture of Maritz & Young: 
Exceptional Historic Homes of St. Louis.  
St. Louis, Mo.: Missouri History Museum, 2013.  
R 728.092 A528A  

Coyle, Elinor Martineau. Old Saint Louis Homes, 
1764–1865: The Stories They Tell. Saint Louis: 
Folkstone Press, 1979. R 728.9778 C881O  

Kimmey, James R. House History in St. Louis: A 
Guide to Research on Real Estate and Building 
History. St. Louis: J. Kimmey, 1991.  
R 977.866 K49H 

Savage, Charles C. Architecture of the Private Streets 
of St. Louis: the Architects and the Houses They 
Designed. Columbia, University of Missouri 
Press, 1987. R 728.37 S263A 

https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/hg%20st.%20louis%20newspapers%20guide.pdf�
https://www.slcl.org/category/finding-guide-topics/newspapers�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
https://www.slcl.org/content/online-guide-st-louis-sources-history-and-genealogy-department�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2�


Sharoff, Robert. American City: St. Louis Architec-
ture: Three Centuries of Classic Design.  
Mulgrave, Vic.: The Images Publishing Group, 
2010. R 720.9778 S531A 

Wolterman, Kim. Who’s Been Sleeping in my Bed 
(Room): Researching a St. Louis County,  
Missouri Home. St. Louis, MO: Provenance Pub., 
2009. R 728.0722 W868W 

House style and design history 

Bryan, John Albury. Missouri’s Contribution to 
American Architecture: A History of the Architec-
tural Achievements in This State From the Time 
of the Earliest Settlements Down to the  
Present Year. St. Louis: St. Louis Architectural 
Club, 1928. R 720 B915 

Clark, Clifford Edward. The American Family Home, 
1800–1960. Chapel Hill: U. of N.C., 1986.  
R 728.37 C592A  

Gowans, Alan. Images of American Living: Four 
Centuries of Architecture and Furniture as Cul-
tural Expression. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 2012. 
R 720.973 G722I 

Marshall, Howard W. Vernacular Architecture in Ru-
ral and Small Town Missouri: An Introduction. 
Columbia, Mo.: University Extension, University 
of Missouri-Columbia, 1994. R 728.09778 
M368V 

Millstein, Cydney. Houses of Missouri, 1870–1940. 
New York: Acanthus Press, 2008.  
R 728.0977 M657H  

Phillips, Steven J. Old-House Dictionary: An Illus-
trated Guide to American Domestic Architecture, 
1600–1940. Lakewood, Co.: American Source 
Books, 1989. R 728.0973 P563O 

Skrdla, Harry. Ghostly Ruins: America’s Forgotten 
Architecture. New York: Princeton Architectural 
Press, 2006. R 779.092 S629G  

Thornton, Rosemary Fuller. The Houses That Sears 
Built: Everything you Ever Wanted to Know 
About Sears Catalog Homes. Alton, Ill.: Gentle 
Beam Publications, 2002. R 728.37 T514H 

Thornton, Rosemary Fuller. Finding the Homes That 

MAY 2017 | PAGE 6 

NEWS AND TIPS | H I S T O R Y  A N D  G E N E A L O G Y  A T  S T .  L O U I S  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y 

Sears Built. Alton, Ill.: Gentle Beam Publications, 
2004. R 728.37 T514F  

Wolicki, Dale Patrick. Montgomery Ward’s Mail-
Order Homes: A History and Field Guide to 
Wardway Homes. Norfolk, Va.: Gentle Beam 
Publications, 2010. R 728.37 W861M 

German Architecture 

Van Ravenswaay, Charles. The Arts and Architecture 
of German Settlements in Missouri: A Survey of a 
Vanishing Culture. Columbia, Mo.: University of 
Missouri Press, 1977. R 709.788 V274A 

French Architecture  

Katz, Ron. French America: French America From 
Colonialization to the Birth of a Nation. New 
York, N.Y.: French Heritage Society, 2004.  
R 720.973 K19F  

Homes in other states 

Falk, Cynthia G. Architecture and Artifacts of the 
Pennsylvania Germans: Constructing Identity in 
Early America. University Park, Pa.: Pennsyl-
vania State University Press, 2008.  
R 974.8 F191A 

Homes of Westmoreland, Westmoreland, New Hamp-
shire. Westmoreland, N.H.: The House  
History Committee of the Westmoreland Histori-
cal Society, 2007. R 974.29 H767 

Kempe, Helen Kerr. The Pelican Guide to Old Homes 
of Mississippi. Gretna: Pelican Pub. Co., 1989–
1998. R 976.2 K32P  

Wethersfield: A Tour of Houses and History. Weth-
ersfield, Conn.: Wethersfield Historical 
 Society, 1980. R 974.66 W539  



 

MAY 2017 | PAGE 7 

NEWS AND TIPS | H I S T O R Y  A N D  G E N E A L O G Y  A T  S T .  L O U I S  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y 

 

 Shelf life Shelf life SAMPLINGS FROM THE PRINT COLLECTION 

BOOK | Finding a Place Called Home  

Few areas of genealogical 

research can feel as challeng-

ing as tracing back African-

American ancestors. How 

does one begin to find evi-

dence about individuals 

whose humanity, names, and 

family relationships were de-

nied in official records? What 

about when your own family 

strived to forget its past following the end of slavery? For-

tunately, the late Dee Parmer Woodtor wrote Finding a 

Place Called Home: A Guide to African-American Geneal-

ogy and Historical Identity (R 929.1 W898F and circulating 

copy) to guide researchers through the difficulties these 

questions imply. 

On the surface, it could be mistaken for just another re-

search guide, but Woodtor’s thoughtful, realistic, and com-

prehensive writing sets Finding a Place Called Home apart 

from the average guide to genealogy. Woodtor has seem-

ingly thought of everything: she describes problems and 

solves them; she identifies record types and explains how 

to use them. Along the way she provides information about 

countless other relevant topics, such as the system of 

sharecropping, surname changes, and the types of slave 

owners. In the process, she explains what all of this means 

for people trying to learn about their family’s place in his-

tory. Due to Woodtor’s diligence, her book remains the 

definitive guide to African-American genealogy more than 

a decade since its original publication. 

Yet there is still more to be found in Finding a Place Called 

Home than a thorough guide to niche genealogical topics. 

Woodtor offers her own experiences and anecdotes and 

shares different ways of thinking about the uncomfortable 

history of African Americans, reading like a good friend or 

a genealogical counselor. At the forefront, she dispels 

myths that have kept people from learning about their 

families and encourages researchers to look and think 

about ancestors’ lives, relationships, and contributions to 

America beyond the fact of slavery. 

JOURNAL | NEGS Register 

The New England Historic Genea-

logical Society was founded in 

1857 by five men from Boston: 

Charles Ewer, Lemuel Shat-

tuck, Samuel Gardner Drake, John 

Wingate Thornton, and William 

Henry Montague. By then, genea-

logical research had moved be-

yond the idea of trying to obtain 

social status in the British Empire 

and instead began to have a more patriotic focus based on 

pride in American ancestors. The first edition of the New 

England Historic Genealogical Society Register rolled off 

the presses in 1847 and has been published quarterly ever 

since. It is the oldest publication of its type in the United 

States. 

Typically the Register publishes well-researched genealo-

gies, primarily from New England but also their European 

roots (typically the British Isles). Usually the article will at-

tempt to solve a genealogical problem. Even if a re-

searcher is unable to find an article specifically about his 

or her family, by reading the periodical regularly, he or she 

may discover new sources to check or approaches to take. 

The final pages of the Register include reviews of current 

genealogical books thought to be of interest to the mem-

bers. 

Researchers can find articles of interest by searching 

PERSI (Periodical Source Index). Browsing the pages is 

another option, because St. Louis County Library has print 

copies of all the back issues of the Register. A subscription 

to the quarterly is included with a New England Historical 

and Genealogical Society membership. 
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and voting rights provoked a violent white reaction and a cul-
tural reinterpretation of white regional identity. After the war, 
the majority of wartime Unionists in the Bluegrass and Little 
Dixie joined former Confederate guerrillas in the Democratic 
Party in an effort to stifle the political ambitions of former 
slaves. 

Rebels on the Border is not simply a story of bitter political 
struggles, partisan guerrilla warfare, and racial violence. Like 
no other scholarly account of Kentucky and Missouri during 
the Civil War, it places these two crucial heartland states 
within the broad context of local, southern, and national poli-
tics.—Publisher 

Abandoning America:  
Life-stories from Early New 
England 

By Susan Hardman Moore 

Boydell, 2013  

974 H264A 

Abandoning America brings together 
the biographies of hundreds of people 
who crossed over to New England in 

the 1630s but later braved the Atlantic again to return home. 
Some went back quickly, disenchanted or discouraged. Many 
invested everything to make New England a success, yet after 
ten or twenty years resolved to leave America - against a back-
drop of civil war and Cromwell's commonwealth in England, 
and personal dilemmas about family ties, health and prospects. 
The book retrieves their forgotten life-stories from thousands 
of scattered fragments of evidence in early New England re-
cords and British archives, often starting from some incidental, 
passing, reference. The result of this scholarly detective work 
is a remarkable and evocative collection of personal histories, 
of people overlooked in the onward march of American his-
tory. Their anxieties and aspirations speak eloquently about the 
experience of being a New Englander, for those who stayed on 
as well as for those who left. 
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Rebels on the Border:  
Civil War, Emancipation, 
and the Reconstruction of 
Kentucky and Missouri 

By Aaron Astor 

Louisiana State University, 2012 

R 973.8 A858R 

Rebels on the Border offers a re-
markably compelling and signifi-
cant study of the Civil War 
South’s highly contested and 

bloodiest border states: Kentucky and Missouri. By far the 
most complex examination to date, the book sharply focuses 
on the “borderland” between the free North and the Confeder-
ate South. As a result, Rebels on the Border deepens and en-
hances understanding of the sectional conflict, the Civil War, 
and Reconstruction. 

After slaves in central Kentucky and Missouri gained their 
emancipation, author Aaron Astor contends, they transformed 
informal kin and social networks of resistance against slavery 
into more formalized processes of electoral participation and 
institution building. At the same time, white politics in Ken-
tucky’s Bluegrass and Missouri’s Little Dixie underwent an 
electoral realignment in response to the racial and social revo-
lution caused by the war and its aftermath. Black citizenship 

View this month’s list of new 
books online 
A list of new books received during the previous month 

is posted on the library’s website. View the list online 

<http://tinyurl.com/ktha6fr>. For more information about 

viewing the new book list online, exporting records, and 

saving items to a customized list, call (314) 994-3300 or 

ask a librarian when visiting any St. Louis County Library 

branch. 

http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30%2C1%2C0%2C245/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30%2C1%2C0%2C245/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30%2C1%2C0%2C245/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30%2C1%2C0%2C245/mode=2�
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30%2C1%2C0%2C245/mode=2�
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The book traces settlers' lives with an eye to the information 
historians look for. It is a rich original resource for scholars of 
early America and the English Revolution - for research on 
religion in England and New England, Atlantic migration, and 
much more.—Publisher 

Moroni and the Swastika: 
Mormons in Nazi Germany 

By David Conley Nelson 

University of Oklahoma, 2015 

R 289.343 N425M 

While Adolf Hitler’s National Social-
ist government was persecuting Jews 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses and driving 
forty-two small German religious 

sects underground, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints continued to practice unhindered. How some fourteen 
thousand Mormons not only survived but thrived in Nazi Ger-
many is a story little known, rarely told, and occasionally re-
written within the confines of the Church’s history—for good 

reason, as we see in David Conley Nelson’s Moroni and the 
Swastika. A page-turning historical narrative, this book is the 
first full account of how Mormons avoided Nazi persecution 
through skilled collaboration with Hitler’s regime, and then 
eschewed postwar shame by constructing an alternative his-
tory of wartime suffering and resistance. 

Recovering this inconvenient past, Moroni and the Swastika 
restores a complex and difficult chapter to the history of Nazi 
Germany and the Mormon Church in the twentieth century—
and offers new insight into the construction of historical truth.
–Publisher 

New British genealogy titles 

County Durham Hearth Tax Assessment, Lady Day 1666, ed-
ited by Elizabeth Parkinson. The British Record Society, 
2006. R 942.86 C855 

Essex Hearth Tax Return, Michaelmas 1670, edited by Cath-
erine Ferguson, Christopher Thornton, and Andrew Ware-
ham. The British Record Society, 2012. R 942.67 E78 

London and Middlesex 1666 Hearth Tax, edited by Matthew 
Davies, et. al. The British Record Society, 2014.  
R 942.1 L847 

Other new titles 

A Great and Noble Scheme: The Tragic Story of the Expulsion 
of the French Acadians From Their American Homeland 
by John Mack Faragher. W.W. Norton, 2005.  
R 971.6 F219G 

German Immigrants in American Church Records, Vol. 19: 
Missouri (Excluding St. Louis County). Family Roots 
Publishing, 2016. R 929.3089 G373 

The History of Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri by Paul W. 
Bass. Acclaim Press, 2016. R 977.857 B317H 

The Making of Urban America, Raymond A. Mohl and Roger 
Biles, eds. Rowman & Littlefield, 2012. R 307.76 M235 

How the Post Office Created America: A History by Winifred 
Gallagher. Penguin, 2016. R 383.4973 G162H 

The Polish American Encyclopedia. McFarland, 2011.   
R 973.04918 P768 
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PastPorts is published by History & Genealogy at 

St. Louis County Library, located on Tier 5 of the library 
headquarters. 

Current and past issues can be downloaded from the 
web <http://www.slcl.org/pastports>. 

Contact us: 
History & Genealogy  
St. Louis County Library 
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd 
St. Louis, MO 63131 

Phone: 314-994-3300, ext. 2070 
Email: genealogy@slcl.org 
Website: http://www.slcl.org 

Tours 
Tours are conducted on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 
10:30 a.m. Group tours of 10 or more are gladly  
arranged with advance notice by calling 314-994-3300, 
ext. 2070. 

LIBRARY HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Memorial Day | Monday, May 29 

http://www.slcl.org/pastports�
http://www.slcl.org/pastports�
http://www.slcl.org/pastports�
http://www.slcl.org/pastports�
http://www.slcl.org�


Classes are free and open to the public. 

Registration is required. Call 314-994-3300 

or register online at www.slcl.org/events. 

 

Beginning a Genealogical Research Project 

Learn about the genealogical research process, 
how to get started, how to organize and cite your 
findings, useful library skills, various formats used 
in research, and the rich sources available in His-
tory & Genealogy at St. Louis County Library.  

May 6, 10:00 a.m., Indian Trails | Register 
June 5, 10:00 a.m., Weber Road | Register 

June 6, 2:00 p.m., Headquarters | Register 

June 12, 2:00 p.m., Lewis & Clark | Register 

June 19, 10:00 a.m., Grant’s View | Register 

June 24, 10:00 a.m., Natural Bridge | Register 

June 26, 2:00 p.m., Indian Trails | Register 

Census Basics for Genealogical Research 

Genealogical research in the United States begins 
with the Federal Census. Learn how to search within 
the Ancestry Library Edition and HeritageQuest da-
tabases for federal and state census records.  A 
History & Genealogy expert will explore key strate-
gies on how to conduct effective census research.   

May 6, 2:00 p.m., Prairie Commons | Register 

June 15, 2:00 p.m., Headquarters | Register 

June 24, 2:00 p.m., Rock Road | Register 

Introduction to Fold3 and HeritageQuest 
Databases 

Fold3 and HeritageQuest electronic databases offer a 
variety of records for genealogical research, and they 
can be used at home for free with a valid St. Louis 
County Library card.  Find out how to search for your 
ancestors in census records, city directories, books, 
periodicals and government documents. To take this 
class, you should already know how to use a com-
puter and search the Internet. 

May 3, 2:00 p.m., Headquarters | Register 

Finding Immigrant Ancestors 

Explore naturalization and Immigration records in 
the Ancestry Library Edition and Find My Past da-
tabases and discover the numerous print and 
online resources available for immigrant research.  
To take this class, you should already know how to 
use a computer and search the internet. 

June 21, 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

Identifying Ancestral Military Veterans 

Explore strategies for conducting military research 
in the Fold3 and Ancestry Library Edition data-
bases and in print and online resources. To take 
this class, you should already know how to use a 
computer and search the internet. 

June 29, 2:00 p.m., Headquarters | Register 

Finding History and Genealogy  
in Newspaper Databases 

Newspaper databases make it easy to access mil-
lions of articles electronically, and they can be 
used at home with a valid St. Louis County Library 
card. Databases covered in this class will include 
19th-Century U. S. Newspapers, NewspaperAr-
chive, and current and historical St. Louis Post-
Dispatch databases. To take this class, you should 
already know how to use a computer and search 
the Internet. 

May 8, 10:00 a.m., Oak Bend | Register 

May 15, 2:00 p.m., Prairie Commons | Register 

May 22, 10:00 a.m., Cliff Cave | Register 

May 24, 2:00 p.m., Headquarters | Register 

 Huguenots: 16th and 17th-Century  
Religious Refugees 

French Protestants, known as the Huguenots, 
were granted limited religious freedoms by the 
Edict of Nantes in 1598. The edict was revoked in 
1685, forcing them to either convert or flee the 
country. Many were received by Protestant rulers 
in Europe, but some immigrated to America. The 
speaker will discuss the plight of the Huguenots, 
where they settled, and genealogical sources for 
finding Huguenot ancestors. 

May 17, 7:00 p.m., Grant’s View 

No registration required 
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PROGRAMS  

Probate Records: A Genealogist's Tool that 
Should Not Be Overlooked 

Saturday, June 10 | 10:00 a.m. 

St. Louis Genealogical Society General Member-
ship Meeting 

Were your ancestors at the top of the social ladder 
or near the bottom rung? No matter their circum-
stance, anyone may have a probate file. | LaDonna 
Garner, Speaker 

Distinguish Same Name Germans 

Wednesday, June 14 | 7:00 p.m. 

StLGS German Special Interest Group 

Be certain you've identified the correct ancestor. 
Learn techniques and which clues to follow to dis-
tinguish two or more persons of the same name 
either in U.S. or German records. | Carol Whitton, 
Speaker 

Railroads of St. Louis 

Saturday, July 8 | 10:00 a.m. 

St. Louis Genealogical Society General Member-
ship Meeting 

A narrative overview of the railroads in St. Louis 
from 1851 to present day. | Nick Fry, Curator, John 
W. Barriger III National Railroad Library, Speaker 

Using Sources Abroad to Identify Your An-
cestor's County of Origin 

Tuesday, July 18 | 7:00 p.m. 

StLGS Irish Special Interest Group 

Did Grandpa forget to mention exactly where in Ireland 
he came from? Have you exhausted all the U.S. re-
sources that you can think of, and still no clue? Come 
join us as we discuss the best strategies for locating the 
county of origin for your ancestors in foreign sources. | 
Mike Bridwell, St. Louis County Library History & Ge-

Programs are free and open to the public. No 

registration is required except as noted.  

May 15, 6:30 p.m. 

Genealogy: Beer Barons 

Due to a heavy influx of German immigrants, 

brewing beer has been part of the St. Louis 

scene since the mid-1800’s. Over 60 beer 

barons are buried at Bellefontaine Cemetery. 

Learn about some of the more provocative 

barons including Busch, Anheuser, and Lemp. 

 

June 19, 6:30 p.m. 

My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of 

Captain James Love 

Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, James E. 

Love enlisted as a sergeant in the United 

States Reserve Corps, and left St. Louis with 

his fellow Union soldiers on June 15, 1861. 

The following day, James sent the first of 

many letters home to Eliza Mary “Molly” Wil-

son, the beloved fiancée he left behind. A 

prolific writer, James continued to write to her, 

160 letters in all, for the duration of his Civil 

War service. These letters are now part of 

the archives at the Missouri History Museum 

in St. Louis, and the Museum published the 

letters as a book, My Dear Molly: The Civil 

War Letters of Captain James Love. Molly 

Kodner, editor of the book and archivist at the 

Missouri History Museum, will read excerpts 

from James’s letters regarding his Civil War 

service and the great love story of James and 

Molly, which also evolves throughout the let-

ters. | Registration requested 

Genealogy programs at  
Cliff Cave  
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Programs are free and open to the public. No regis-

tration is required. Programs listed here take place in 

the Headquarters Auditorium. 

https://www.slcl.org/evanced-registration/145030�


 

Cliff Cave 

5430 Telegraph Road 
St. Louis, MO 63129 

Grant’s View 

9700 Musick Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63123 

Headquarters 

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

Indian Trails 

8400 Delport Dr. 

St. Louis, MO 63114 

Lewis & Clark 

9909 Lewis-Clark Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63136 

Mid-County 

7821 Maryland Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Natural Bridge 

7606 Natural Bridge Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63121 

Oak Bend 

842 S. Holmes Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

Prairie Commons 

915 Utz Lane 

Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Rock Road 

10267 St. Charles Rock Rd. 

St. Ann, MO 63074 

Samuel C. Sachs 

16400 Burkhardt Place 

Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Thornhill 
12863 willowyck Dr. 
St. Louis, MO 63146 

Weber Road 

4444 Weber Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63123 

General information 
Phone: 314-994-3300, 

ext. 2070 

Email: genealogy@slcl.org 

Website: www.slcl.org/

genealogy 

Visit History & Genealogy at these upcoming conferences 

National Genealogical Society  
May 10–13 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Booth 209 

 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 

August 4–5 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 

Aug. 30–Sept. 2 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Booth 632 
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