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William C.E. and Bessie K. Becker in a photograph from
the late 1930s.

Becker family gift will benefit
the Special Collections
Department and its users

St. Louis County Library is pleased to announce the receipt
of a large donation for its Special Collections Genealogy
Department. The children and grandchildren of William C.E.
and Bessie K. Becker have made a substantial donation to
obtain new material for the library's already large collection.

The family members expressed their wish to put the gift to
use for the immediate betterment of Special Collections and
its genealogical researchers.

“We are immensely grateful to receive such a generous gift,”
said Special Collections' Manager Joyce Loving. “The Wil-
liam C.E. and Bessie K. Becker Collection will include ma-
terials that will greatly expand the opportunity for our pa-
trons to find the answers they need. This will be a lasting
tribute to the family and an enduring gift to the genealogical
community.”

Library Foundation Board President Maurice Quiroga
expressing the Board's gratitude for the gift, noted, “This is a
wonderful opportunity to put these funds to use immediately
to acquire additional materials that further enhance the cali-
ber of genealogical research offered by the library. We
greatly appreciate this donation.”

St. Louis County Library has one of the largest genealogical
collections of materials in the country, attracting researchers
from across the Midwest and the nation. The gift from the
Beckers' family further secures the Library’s national reputa-
tion as a genealogical hub.

More information about Mr. and Mrs. Becker and plans for
the gift’s use will appear in the next issue of PastPorts.
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“A Tour of St. Louis” guides readers through the city in 1878

J. A. Dacus. and James W. Buel. A Tour of St. Louis; or the
Inside Life of a Great City. St. Louis: Western Publishing
Company, Jones & Griffin, 1878. R 977.866 D119T.

Among the books about St. Louis in the library’s collec-
tion, “A Tour of St. Louis; or the Inside Life of a Great
City” stands out by providing a snapshot of the city and a
colorful look at many of its citizens at

St. Louis Press,” produced a text that was part history, part
civic and commercial promotion, part guide book, and part
sensational description of the seamier side of urban life.
Promotion of the activities of industrialist Thomas Allen, to
whom the book is dedicated, figures prominently. Many
engraved illustrations accompany the text. An index listing
businesses, institutions, personal names and subjects

the time it was written. “There are so-
cial developments here as well as else-
where, a description of which is not
always pleasant, and yet such an omis-
sion would leave the work incomplete
as an account of the actual condition of
the people at the present time,” wrote
the publishers. “It was the purpose of
the publishers to present true pictures
of the phases of metropolitan life
encountered in our times.” The au-

thors, described as “Members of the

The Eclipse Speed Buggy manufactured by Eugene Papin & Co. (see page 4).

Special Collections Department presented
with StLGS Special Award

St. Louis Genealogical Society (StLGS) President Fran
Behrman presented the Special Collections Department with a
Special Award at the society’s annual Family History Confer-
ence on April 26. “This our way of saying thank you for your
continued support of StLGS, your outstanding contribution to
the genealogical community, and your welcoming and gener-
ous assistance to your patrons on a daily basis,” wrote Ms.
Behrman in a letter notifying the staff. The Special Award is
chosen and presented at the discretion of the society’s presi-
dent. Staff members were thrilled to receive a standing ovation
from conference attendees when the award was presented.

StLGS President Fran Behrman (left) with Special
Collections Department Manager Joyce Loving and
Assistant Manager Scott Holl




appears at the end of this article. The book is available in
the Special Collections Department at call no. R 977.866
D119T and online at the Internet Archive website <https://
archive.org/details/tourofstlouisoriOOdacu>.

The book begins with a history of the city, a discussion of
commercial activities in general, and an essay predicting a
great future for St. Louis as “the greatest city on either con-
tinent in the next fifty years.” Short descriptions of public
and social institutions, the arts and culture, educational in-
stitutions, parks, the new Eads Bridge, Union Station, and
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the railroad tunnel follow. The section is capped by a bio-
graphical essay extolling the achievements of Thomas Al-
len. Further chapters lauding St. Louis as a railroad hub and
commercial center include descriptions of companies deal-
ing in various industries and trades. A typical entry features
the Eugene Papin & Co., manufacturer of carriages and
buggies:

“There is no article made by human hand conducive of
more genuine enjoyment, or more healthful and exhilarat-
ing pleasure than a perfectly made carriage or buggy.

THIS MONTH IN SAINT LOUIS HISTORY

May 17, 1849
The Great Fire

The year 1849 was a time of great tragedy and
devastation for the city of St. Louis. Not only
had the city been in the grips of a cholera epi-
demic since the beginning of the year, spring
brought the worst fire the city had experienced.

“The Great Fire” started on May 17 when the

steamboat White Cloud caught fire. After burning through
its moorings, it floated down the levee, spreading fire to 23
other steamboats, which were destroyed within a half hour.
Stiff northeast wind propelled the fire across the levee,
gained momentum, and destroyed approximately 400 busi-
nesses and homes.

The first warning bell sounded at 10 p.m. on May 17, and
the fire raged on until 7 a.m. the following day. Water sup-
plies were depleted early, and the volunteer fire depart-
ments were helpless against this monstrous fire. The news-
paper offices were destroyed, and the telegraph office was
forced to relocate to the east side of the river. Material loss
was estimated at more than $5 million and thousands of
people were left homeless and unemployed. The fire was
believed to be the act of “incendiary” (arson).

The cholera epidemic combined with the Great Fire led to
the outward expansion of the city as St. Louisans moved

away from the ravaged riverfront and its dis-
ease-carrying waters.

For further reading

Edwards, Edward. History of the Volunteer
Fire Department of St. Louis. St. Louis:
Veteran Volunteer Firemen's Historical
Society, 1906. R 977.866 E26H.

Gill, McCune. The St. Louis Story, Vol. 1. Hopkinsville,
Kentucky: Historical Record Association, 1952.
R 977.866 GA475S.

History of the St. Louis Fire Department. St. Louis: Central
Publishing Company, 1914. R 614.84 H673.

Hyde, William and Howard L. Conard. Encyclopedia of the
History of St. Louis, Vol. 2, pp.775-776. New York:
Southern History Company, 1899. R 977.866 H995E.

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Saint Louis City and County
from the Earliest Periods to the Present Day. Vol. 1,
pp. 819-821. Philadelphia: L. H. Everts, 1883.
R 977.866 S311H.

Wilson, Laura. The Great Fire of 1849 in St. Louis.
St. Louis: 1938. R 977.866 W749G.
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“A Kerry Patch Residence” from “Life Among the Lowly.”

Skimming over the gentle undulations of the road, with
every nerve in repose for the keen appreciation of the ef-
fects, is only a step removed from flying; while the swift
luxurious motion is far more pleasurable than a siesta on
the thick and lazy clouds....The representative manufactur-
ers of top and open buggies in the Mississippi Valley is
Eugene Papin & Co., whose factory is at Nos. 900 to 908
Clark Avenue.”

Oddly, an entire chapter is devoted to the resort town of
Hot Spring, Arkansas, but the authors explain the connec-
tion. “By rail Hot Springs is about four hundred miles from
St. Louis, but the fact that this great invalid resort can only
be reached from the North, comfortably and expeditiously,
by way of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern, emi-
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nently a St. Louis railroad, the Springs at once become a
well defined adjunct to our city.” The railroad was owned
by Thomas Allen, who naturally stood to gain by such pro-
motion of the resort. The text provides an interesting
description of the resort area and the healing properties of
its waters. “The curative virtues of the great thermal waters
of the Hot Springs valley cannot be exaggerated... The
diseases for the cure of which the Springs are specially rec-
ommended are rheumatism, catarrh, scrofula, the worst
cases of syphilis, gout, paralysis, female troubles, including
sterility, gravel, ulceration, asthma, neuralgia, and all the
eutaneous diseases.”

“St. Louis has been boastful of her beauties and charms
that make her in reality an attractive residence city. With
characteristic modesty she has pushed herself into impor-
tance by a quiet industry, felt far and near, as evinced by
the universal applause she has won as a city of solid wealth
and healthy enlargement.” So begins the chapter, “Beauties
of St. Louis,” describing the more pleasant city neighbor-
hoods and the emerging suburbs. The owners of some
homes are mentioned by name, and the grander houses re-
ceive brief descriptions. Despite the city’s beauty, the au-
thors conceded that dust and air pollution were still dis-
agreeable. Coal smoke could actually have some health
benefits, they claimed, but, “Until better times come to re-
duce municipal debts, we must bear the pain of dust from
our macadamized streets and endure the expense of water-
ing carts to allay the nuisance that it is.”

“Summer Pastimes” provides a description of how St.
Louisans coped with hot, humid summers. “The rich and
the pretentious go to Saratoga, Newport, Far Rockaway,
Long Branch, Cape May, Rye Beach, and Niagara, The
well-to-do-and-sensible go to the lakes of Wisconsin and
Minnesota, or to the mountains of Colorado and Utah; or
perchance to the ancient seats of arts and culture in
Europe.” How did the other 475,000 city residents with less
means survive? According to the authors, through pleasant
afternoons spent in city parks and the outlying countryside:

“Sunday is the great festival day of our people. In the sum-
mer-time, the gardens and parks of the city and the subur-
ban groves are thronged by innumerable multitudes, in-
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A bucolic scene included in “Summer Pastimes.” Bodemann’s Grove was located on the northeast corner of Grand Blvd. and

Wyoming St., according to the 1878 St. Louis City Directory.

cluding all ages, sexes and nationalities. Music, dancing,
ball games and other amusements are indulged in with a
zest which shows the intensity of the pleasure realized from
them by the participants.”

Or, citizens could choose the beer garden:

“One of the peculiarities of German customs is that of
visiting places of public resort en familie, that is, the par-
ents always insist upon having the companionship of their
children. It is often the case that a family consisting of hus-
band and wife and a half a dozen children may be observed
seated at a table sipping fresh, foaming beer, and eating
pretzels. There is a freedom of intercourse and withal, a
refined politeness among even the lower classes of the chil-
dren of the Fatherland...”

After a short detour through the fire and police depart-
ments, the last third of the book describes the darker and

perhaps more titillating aspects of urban life. The activities
of petty criminals, thieves, “street arabs,” tenement dwell-
ers, astrologers, vagabonds, grave robbers, “dandies and
damsels,” street vendors, ordinary citizens involved in
“clandestine depravity,” murderers, gamblers, and drunks
are all paraded through the book’s pages for the reader’s
benefit. Although the descriptions are surely sensational,
stereotyped, exaggerated, and indicative of the attitudes of
the day, they reveal much about urban life at that time.

A detailed account of this section’s many interesting stories
is beyond the scope of this article. However, the chapter,
“Night in the Streets,” gives some indication of what daily
life might have been like in St. Louis in 1878. The follow-
ing excerpts describe the street life on Franklin Avenue
(now Dr. Martin Luther King Drive) in the evening hours:

“Franklin Avenue is a thoroughfare which presents a great
number of peculiar characteristics of the social development
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Two plates published in the chapter, “Social Undercurrents.” Left, “The Happy Home”; right: “The Wages of Sin.”

in metropolitan life than any other street in the city—
perhaps in any city...From Fourth Street to Leffingwell
Avenue, a distance of two miles, Franklin Avenue is lined
with shops, and stores, and saloons, and from early in the
evening until the hour of midnight it is thronged by people
of all ages, sexes, and conditions. It seems to be the great
thoroughfare of the masses in going from the business quar-
ters, downtown, to the resident districts in the West End...

“It is not an aristocratic shop-street, and yet a vast amount
of business is transacted in it. Aristocratic people in public
affect to despise the fabrics from Franklin Avenue stores,
while they quietly drop in and patronize them in private...
At 7 o’clock p.m. the sidewalks of Franklin Avenue bear a
constant stream of humanity. From 7 to 8 o’clock the larger
proportion of the people met on the street are mechanics,
and artisans, and laborers, sewing girls, saleswomen, and
women employed in down-town factories, with an inter-
mixture of boarding-house keepers out to drive a bargain.

“At 9 o’clock, and from that time till past 10, another class,
or, rather, other classes, take possession of the street. These
are the young clerks, and, in fact, the large nondescript
element always found domiciled in the city, who seem to
have nothing in particular to do and plenty of time to saun-

ter on the streets. The female portion of the great surging
throngs who travel on Franklin Avenue are equally as non-
descript as the male portion. Some of them are belated
saleswomen; another large section of them are servant girls,
who resort thither to indulge in little flirtations with the
troops of the hobble-de-hoys always to be found sauntering
on the streets...

“By 11 o’clock the crowds of hoydenish servant girls and
many girls of more social pretentions, and their “fellows,”
have mostly withdrawn, and the street, though by no means
deserted, yet presents a less thronged appearance.

“Below Fifteenth Street the stranger will meet many very
well-dressed and decent-appearing women after the hour
named above. These are ‘street-walkers” of a better class
than encountered on Sixth and Seventh streets...

“After 12 o’clock only a few women are met on the Ave-
nue. These are mostly walking to the west, and are, in the
most instances, young girls, in pairs, who are returning to
the homes they have disgraced, after keeping engagements
with their “friends” in some down-town lodging-house...

“Many of the down-town saloons are all night houses.
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railway depots, and the principal market-places.

“The wayfarer at 3 0’clock in the morning would do well to
avoid these places. A stranger would be almost certain to be
knocked on the head by the thieves and pickpockets who
make these “all-night houses” their headquarters.”

After describing in great detail such corruption, the authors
end with “The Bright Side,” a discussion of the many noble
institutions that work to provide relief to the “seething caul-
drons of misery, of woe, poverty, vice and crime.” After a
general survey of charitable work, the book covers institu-
tions for the insane, orphanages, institutions for the poor,
the Four Courts, and finally the St. Louis journalistic press.

Plate depicting St. Louis Hospital in the section titled

“Charitable and Reformatory.”

Weird, strange places—mere dens some of them are—and
these are patronized by some of the worst scoundrels in
America. The dives of this character are generally to be
found in the neighborhoods of bagnios, steamboat landings,

In 1878, “A Tour of St. Louis” offered its readers an over-
view of the many institutions, businesses and industries that
ennobled city life, as well as the “darker” element that pro-
vided opportunities for reform. Today it is an interesting
source for information about many businesses and institu-
tions, as well as an insight into social attitudes of the time.

Index to “A Tour of St. Louis; or the Inside Life of a Great City”

The following index was derived directly from the index in the back of the book and the table of contents.

Academy of Fine Arts, St. Louis 68
Academy, Visitation, Female, 97
Adams, Dr. Geo. F., 325
Adams, R. F., 342

Advance Elevator, 269

Allen, Hon. Th'os., 132

Aloe & Bernstein, 220

American Wine Co., 282
Anheuser Company, E., 279
Architects, 208

Arlington Hotel, 361

Art at Washington University, 66
Art Exhibit, Fair Grounds, 78
Artin St. Louis, 65

Art, 65

Astrologers, 419

Asylum, Blind, 497

Asylum, Insane, 499 Bessehl's Bazaar and

Asylum, St. Vincent 509
Asylum, St. Ann's 492
Auctioneers, 315

Bags and Bagging, 229
Bakers, 290

Bakery, Vienna Model, 293
Bank of Commerce, 177
Banking Business, 171
Barr, Wm. & Co. 192
Bartholow, Lewis & Co., 178
Baths, Turkish, 325
Bauman, L. & Co. 205
Beard & Bro., 258

Beauties of St. Louis, 369
Beaux and Belles, 440
Becktold & Co., Book Binding, 341

Curiosity Shop, 298
Big Iron Bath-House, 365
Blackman, James, 335
Blell, C.E., 203
Books and Stationery, 303
Boots and Shoes, 309
Boys and Girls, Wandering, 400
Breweries, 275
Bridge, 125
Bright Side, The, 482
Broadway Savings Bank, 175
Brown & Hilden, 313
Buck, M. M. & Co., 256
Burglars’ Tools, 528
Cafe, Tony Faust's, 297
Cafe, Vienna Bakery, 293



Carbondale Coal and Coke Co., 347
Carriages and Buggies, 218
Carroll & Powell, 328

Cathedral, Roman Catholic, 109
Cemeteries, Ghouls of the, 429
Centenary Church, M. E., 109
Central Grain Elevator, 272
Central Preshyterian Church, 115
Charities of the City, 482

Chase, H. & L., 229

Chase, Harry, 70

Cheever, Burchard & Co., 212
Children, Unfortunate, 513

Christ Church, P. E., 113

Church of the Messiah, Unitarian, 111
Church of the Unity, Unitarian, 112
Churches, 108

City Hall, 34

Clayton Church, 111

Coal and Coke Co., Carbondale, 347
College, Jones' Commercial, 98
College, Missouri Medical, 101
Colleges, Universities, etc., 90
Collier White Lead and Oil Works, 243
Comique Theatre, 58

Commerce of St. Louis, 22
Conant, A. J., 69

Corpses, Traffic in, 429

Court House, 36

Court, Criminal, 532

Court, Police, 632

Crackers and Jumbles, 290
Crawford, D. & Co., 195

Crimes of a Great City, 468
Cummings, J. K., 258

Curiosity Shop, Bessehl's 298
Curtis & Co., 257

Custom House and Post Office, 37
Customs, Drinking, 478

Dandies and Damsels, 440

David Nicholson, 286

Davis, S. C. & Co., 181

Days beneath the Green

Forest Shade, 378
Deere, Mansur & Co., 259
Dental Instruments, 321
Dental Rooms, New York, 323
Depravity, Clandestine, 449
Dodd, Brown & Co., 187
Dollar Store, St. Bernard, 201
Dozier, Weyl & Co., 290
Drama of Life Played

in Police Courts, 392
Dresser, L., 223
Drinking Customs, 478
Drugs, 210
Dry Goods, 181
Dunlevy, A. C., 338
Durgin, F. A., 264
Edged Tools, 257
Eichbaum, Geo. C., 71
Elevator, Advance, 269
Elevator, Central, 272
Elevator, St. Louis, 271
Ewald, L. P. & Co., 320
Excelsior Manufacturing Co., 231
Express Business, 179
Express Companies, 179
Fair Grounds, 52
Fair Grounds, Art Exhibit, 78
Fairbanks' Scales, 221
Faust, Tony, Cafe and Oysters, 297
Fine Arts, St. Louis Academy, 68
Fire Department, 384
First M. E. Church, 110
First Presbyterian Church, 114
Flouring Mills, 339
Forest Park, 48
Fortune Tellers, 419
Four Courts, 526
Fourth Baptist Church, 119
Fruits, 301
Gaff, Fleishman & Co., 288
Gamblers, 474
Gamblers, Professional, 474
Garneau, Jos. & Co., 292
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Ghouls of the Cemeteries, 429

Gibert Bros., 326

Giesecke, Meysenberg & Co., 309

Gilbert Bros., 326

Glass Works, St. Louis, 258

Globe Theatre, 58

Globe-Democrat Job Printing Co., 349

Grand Central Hotel, 363

Gratiot Street Prison, 42

Gray & Baker Book and, Stationery Co.,
303

Gray, Bowman &; Co., 318

Gray, Willie H., 307

Griffin, H. & Son, 223

Groceries, Nicholson's, 286

Gutherz, Carl, 75

Halls, Gambling, 474

Halls, Wine and Beer, 478-

Hardware, Heavy, 320

Harner, Paul E., 74

Hides, 335

History of St. Louis 5

Home Decorations, 311

Horses, and Mules, 334

Hot Springs, 351

Hotel, Lindell, 41

Hotel, Planters, 40

Hotels, 40

House Furnishing, 212

House of Refuge, 513

House of the Guardian Angel, 494

House of Refuge, 513

Houses, Tenement, 412

How St. Louis is Kept Orderly, 388

Humanity, Manifestations of, 482

Ice Company, Mississippi, 302

Insane, The, 499

Insurance Co., Travelers, 346

Insurance, 328

Iron Cornices, Galvanized, 338

Iron, 320

Isaacs, J. L., 311

Jaccard, E. & Co., 227



Jail, The, 533
Jewelry, 205
Jones’ Commercial College, 98
Jones, Jonathan, 98
Joy, G.L. & Co., 287
Juvenile Offenders, 513
Keleher, P. E. & Co., 176
Kindergarten, 86
Kirkwood Baptist Church, 119
Kretschmar, Howard S., 76
Lafayette Park, 45
Lampe & Lambrecht, 553
Land and Immigration Co., Texas, 343
Leather and Binders' Materials, 222
Legg, J. B. & Co., 208
Lemp, W. J., 275
Leslie, A. M. & Co., 321
Lewis, 0.J. & Co., 315
Libraries, 79
Life Among the Lowly, 412
Life Association of America, 329
Life Association, 329
Lindell Hotel, 41
Liguors, Wholesale, 285
Lonergan & Thiel, 334
Machinery Merchants, 318
Machinery, 248
Machinery, Farm, 259
Mann, H. D. & Co., 200
Mantel and Grate Co., St. Louis, 237
Manufacturing Co., Excelsior, 231
Manufacturing Co., Semple

& Birge, 350
Manufacturing, 229
Market, Lucas, 40
Market, Union, 39
Markets, 38
Marple, W.L., 76
McDowell's Old College, 42
Medical College, Missouri, 101
Meeker, Jos. R., 72
Mellier, A. A., 210
Men who Battle

with the Red Demon, 284
Mercantile Library, 79
Merchants' Exchange, 123
Merchants, Outdoor, 435
Mermod, Jaccard & Co., 207
Metal Stamping and

Enameling Co., 267
Metropolitan Police, 383
Metropolitan Vagabonds, 425
Miles, Geo. D., 78
Milford's Restaurant, 296
Millinery, 203
Mills, Yaegers', 339
Mississippi Ice Co., 302
Missouri Medical College, 101
Missouri Pacific Railway, 168
Morgue, The , 533
Mt. Calvary Church, P. E., 113
Mt. Sinai Chapel, 121
Murderers, Some Peculiarities of, 468
Music, 59
Music, 214
Mystic St. Louis, 419
National Stock Yards, 331
New York Dental Rooms, 323
Newell, B.H., 335
Nicholson, D., 286
Night in the Streets, 458
North Presbyterian Church, 115
Occult Arts, Professors of, 419
O'Fallon Park, 48
Olympic Theatre, 56
Opera House, DeBar's, 57
Optical and Surgical Instruments, 220
Orderly, How St. Louis is Kept, 388
Oysters, Milford's, 296
Oysters, Tony, Faust's, 297
P. F. Keleher & Co., 176
Paints, Ready Mixed, 247
Papin, Eugene & Co., 218
Pariahs in the Docks, 392
Parks, 44
Parks, Forest, 48
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Parks, Lafayette, 45
Parks, O’Fallon, 48
Parks, Tower Grove, 47
Peculiarities of City Tramps, 425
Peculiarities of Murderers, 468
Photographs, 342
Pictures of Out Door Merchants, 485
Pilgrim Congregational Church, 116
Pine Street Presbyterian Church, 115
Planters House, 40
Police Courts, Drama of Life Played in
Palaces, 892
Police, Metropolitan, 388
Poor, The, 520
Press of St. Louis, The, 536
Provident Association, 520
Public Institutions, 80
Public School Library, 81
Public Schools, 83
Rabuska, Theo., 77
Railway Supplies, 256
Railway Tunnel, 130
Railways, 147
Real Estate, 228
Reilley & Wolfort, 334
Residences, 369
Resorts, Summer, 378
Restaurants, 294
Revelations of the Hours
of Darkness, 458
Rogues' Gallery, 528
Rumsey, L. M. & Co., 248
Saws and Edged Tools, 257
Safes, 258
Salt, Foreign and Domestic, 287
Samuel C. Davis & Co., 181
Scales, 221
School of Art and Design, St. Louis, 68
Second Baptist Church, 118
Second Presbyterian Church, 114
Secret Service, 344
Seminary, Mrs. Cuthbert's, 95
Semple & Birge Manufacturing Co., 250



Semple, Birge & Co., 250

Sewing Machines, 215

Shaw's Garden, 50

Shepherd & Ginocchio, 301

Shirts, Keep's, 326

Shot Tower, St. Louis, 336

Silverware, 264

Singer Manufacturing Co., 215

Sketch Club, St. Louis, 67

Social Undercurrents, 449

South Pass Jetties, 28

Sporting Goods, 313

Sprague & Butler, 294

St. Alphonsus Church, 100

St. Bernard Dollar Store, 201

St. George's Church, 112

St. Louis Stamping Co., 235

St. John the Evangelist Church, 100

St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, 158

St. Louis & Southeastern Railway, 155

St. Louis Grain Elevator, 271

St. Louis Hot-Pressed Nut and Bolt Co.,
239

St. Louis Mantel and Grate Co., 237

St. Louis National Bank, 171

St. Louis Seminary, 95

St. Louis Shot Tower, 336

St. Louis Stamping Co., 235

St. Louis Type Foundry, F. 262

St. Louis University, 93

St. Louis, Commerce of, 22

St. Louis, History of, 5

St. Louis, How Kept orderly, 388

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & southern

HOLIDAY CLOSING

Monday, May 26
Memorial Day

All St. Louis County Library locations
will be closed.

Railway, 147
St. Louis, Kansas City & Northern Rail-
way, 164
St. Louis, Future Commercial Entrepot
of the World, 26
St. Vincent's Institution
for the Insane, 509
Stamping, Metal
and Enameling Co., 267
Steel, 320
Stock Yards, St. Louis National, 331
Stokes, J., 350
Stone-iron Ware, 267
Story & Camp, 214
Street Vendors, 435
Street Arabs, 406
Street Boys Home, 456
Street Vendors, 435
Streets, Night in the, 458
Summer Pastimes, 378
Summer Pastimes, 378
Sunday School, Biddle Market, 485
Surgical Apparatus, 321
Swindlers, Tricks of, 396
Teas, Nicholson's, 286
Temple of the Gates of Truth, 120
Tenement People of St. Louis, 412
Texas Land and Immigration Co., 343
Theatres, 56
Theatres, Comique, 58
Theatres, DeBar's, 57
Theatres, Globe, 58
Theatres, Olympic, 56
Third Baptist Church, 118
Thompson, Teasdale & Co., 226
Tony Faust, 297
Tower Grove Park, 47
Tracy, John M., 73
Traffic in Corpses for Dissecting
Rooms, 429
Tramps, City, 425
Travelers' Insurance Co., 346
Tricks of Thieves and Swindlers, 396
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Trinitarian Congregational Church, 117

Trinity Church, P. E., 113

Tunnel, The Railway, 130

Turkish Baths, 325

Type Foundry, St. Louis, 262

Undercurrents, Social, 449

Union Depot, 128

Union M. E. Church, 110

Universities and Colleges, 90

Vagabonds, Metropolitan, 425

Vandalia Railroad, 161

Vane, Calvert & Co., 247

Vendors, Street, 435

Vienna Model Bakery, 293

Visitation Female Academy, 97

Wandering Boys and Girls, 406

Wardwell Manufacturing Co., 254

Washington Avenue Presbyterian
Church, 115

Washington University, 90

Washington University, Art at, 66

Watches, Nickel, 226

Water-works, 30

Waverly Hotel, 364

Ways That Are Dark, 396

Wear, J. H.—Boogher & Co., 189

Western Brewery, W. J. Lemp’s, 275

Western QOil Co., 240

Wheeler & Wilson, 216

Wheeler & Wilson, 254

Whiskey Palaces, 478

Whiskey, 478

White Lead and Oil Works, Collier, 243

Willie H. Gray, 307

Winchester, Frank, 75

Wine Company, American, 282

Wm. Barr & Co., 192

Wolff, M. A. & Co., 243

Women, Fallen, 440

Wood & Lee, 285

Woolens and Wool Yarn, 228

Yaeger Milling Co., 339

Yeast, Compressed, 288
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NEW IN THE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DEPARTMENT

View the list of new
books on the web

A list of new books received during

the previous month now appears on

the library’s website. View the list by

clicking on the graphic, left, or by

typing the URL into your browser:
<http:/ftinyurl.com/ktha6fr>.

Looking for a specific state, or county ?
Books pertaining to specific states (and counties within
states) begin with the same call number. A chart of Dewey
Decimal numbers for states and counties is posted on the
library website <http://tinyurl.com/oqy8xp8>. Other sub-
jects are also grouped by call number. For example, family
histories begin with 929.2. Materials for Scotland begin
with 941 and those for Germany begin with 943.

To find new titles on the book list, note the Dewey Deci-
mal Number for the state / county or subject you are inter-
ested in. Scroll through the book list until you find items
beginning with that call number.

Books with call numbers not beginning with “R” are
listed in Dewey Decimal order first, followed by those
beginning with “R” (denoting “Reference” books that may
be used only in the library). Book titles can be selected
from the online list and emailed, printed, or saved to a file.
An additional feature for library card holders is the ability
to login to their library accounts and save titles to a cus-
tomized list. You can also download the list as a PDF from
the library’s website <http://tinyurl.com/okz4vvs>.

For more information about viewing the new book list
online, exporting records, and saving items to a customized
list, call (314) 994-3300 or ask a librarian when visiting
any St. Louis County Library branch.

German Immigrants in
American Church
Records, Vol. 14,
lllinois, St. Clair County

Protestant

Roger Minert, ed.

Picton Press, 2013; 537 pp.
R 929.3089 G373

Church records often hold the key

to finding a German ancestor’s
place of origin—if you can find the records and decipher
them. Roger Minert and his team have been examining
German-American Protestant Church records for such
evidence and publishing the results. The volumes are ar-
ranged geographically. Names and places of origin are
listed by church in each volume. Vol. 14 is the latest vol-
ume and covers congregations in St. Clair County, Ill.

NEW TITLES ADDED IN APRIL: 265

African American United
Methodist Churches in Mis-

souri

by Arnold G. Parks and

John A. Wright , Sr.

Parthenon Press, 2012; 277 pp.
R 977.8 P252A

This pictorial history of the African
American United Methodist Church
in Missouri traces the development
of churches from the 1840s to the present. Includes a
description of the 35 churches still open, those now closed,
and those which were only in existence for a brief period of
time. Includes a description of the now-defunct Central
West Conference.—Adapted from publisher’s website
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The Harvey Girls: Women
Who Opened the West

by Lesley Poling-Kempes
Marlowe & Co., 1991; 252 pp.
R 979 P768H.

“The Harvey Girls” is the story of

the pioneering women who worked

as waitresses at Fred Harvey’s res-

taurants along the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe Railway from the 1880s through the 1950s. At
a time when there were "no ladies west of Dodge City and
no women west of Albuquerque," these 100,000 young
women, between the ages of eighteen and thirty, left com-
fortable homes in the East and Midwest to work in what
was then the Wild West. They came as waitresses, but
when their contracts were up many stayed and settled,
building new lives in the struggling cattle and mining com-
munities.—Publisher’s website

PastPoris is published monthly by the St. Louis

County Library Special Collections Department, located
on Tier 5 of the Headquarters location.

Current and past issues can be downloaded from the
web <http://www.slcl.org/pastports>.

Contact the Special Collections Department

Special Collections Department
St. Louis County Library

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd

St. Louis, MO 63131

Phone: 314-994-3300, ext. 2070
Email: scollections@silcl.org
Website: http://www.slcl.org

Tours

Tours of the Special Collections Department are con-
ducted on the first Wednesday and third Saturday of the
month at 10:30 a.m. No registration is required. Group
tours are gladly arranged with advance notice by calling
the Special Collections Department at 314-994-3300,
ext. 2070.
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CLASSES

Classes are free and open to the public, but
registration is required. @ Call (314) 994-3300
to register. Space is limited.

MAY

Introduction to HeritageQuest and Fold3

Thursday, May 22, 2 p.m.
Headquarters Computer Lab
Larry Franke, instructor

Registration is now open.

JUNE

Genealogical Research: Getting the Most out of

the Special Collections Department

Wednesday, June 4, 2 p.m.
Headquarters East Room
Larry Franke, instructor

Registration opens May 7.

Introduction to Ancestry Library Edition

Thursday, June 12, 2 p.m.
Headquarters Computer Lab
Larry Franke, instructor

Registration opens May 15.

History and Genealogy in Newspapers

Wednesday, June 25, 2 p.m.
Headquarters Computer Lab
Larry Franke, instructor

Registration opens May 28.
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