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FOR THE RECORDS 

When did they wear that? 
Sources for researching 

fashion and clothing history  

Researching historical fashion and clothing trends is 

helpful for various areas of historical and family history 

research. In addition to learning to date historical cloth-

ing from photographs, researchers can also learn about 

social and political issues throughout history. Studying 

historical clothing also provides important insight into 

the daily lives of our ancestors. 

Articles written by experts take a few different ap-

proaches in helping researchers. Some articles useful 

for dating clothing found in family photographs take 

the form of a brief history of fashion trends. Detailed 

descriptions of clothing and style changes over time 

provide readers with a timeline of fashion history. A 

good example of a history, or timeline-style article is 

Linda Reiss Volin’s “Men’s and Women’s Fashions: 

Clues to Dating Photographs,”   published in the Feder-

ation of Genealogical Societies journal, Forum in 2004. 

The article focuses on fashions between 1840 and 1920 

and offers timeless information useful for any research-

er looking for an overview of the clothing trends during 

this time-period.  

Betty Kreisel Shubert’s article, “Be a Fashion Detec-

tive,” published in the January/February 2009 issue of 

Ancestry, and “Identifying 1840s Style: Women’s 

Wear,” published in the May/June 2009 issue are both 

examples of how useful periodicals and journals can 

be. Researchers can quickly look at Shubert’s article on 

women’s fashions of the 1840s to identify the clothing 

in a family photograph. Colorful illustrations are in-

cluded to show the clothing and hairstyles common 

during the 1840s.  

While matching the clothing in family photos with 

photographs and illustrations in various articles and 

books is helpful, it is important to remember that pho-

tographs are often misleading. As Colleen Fitzpatrick 

states in, “Say Cheese,” “while clothing styles have 

changed rapidly, with countless variations in fabric, 

design, and ornamentation, major and minor changes 

in style took time to become available and accepted in 

different areas of the country.”1  It is possible that the 

clothing pictured in a photograph is not from the same 

year the photo was actually taken. In addition, portrait 

Fig 1. | Physician 
and educator 
Mary Putnam 
Jacobi as a 
young woman, 
1860–1875. 
Source: Library of 
congress Prints 
and Photographs 
Division. <https://
bit.ly/2txVxKj>  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c38374/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c38374/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c38374/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c38374/
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between 1860 and 1875, shows her a black alpaca dress, a 

style popular in the 1860s. For comparison, another photo-

graphic example is included in Joan Severa’s book, 

Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans & 

Fashion, 1840-1900. A photograph on page 254 (Fig. 2, 

below) taken between 1864 and1867 shows a young wom-

an dressed for her school graduation and wearing a dress in 

a style similar to Jacobi’s.2  Other style elements of the 

1860s shown in these photographs are a full skirt gathered 

by a series of pleats into a short waist. Belts were also com-

mon accessories in the 1860s, as they enhanced the full 

skirts and short waistlines of the one-piece dresses.3  Small, 

white collars made of lace were also popular. Comparing 

and contrasting these photographs helps researchers to 

crosscheck the styles found in different photographs for 

accuracy and authenticity.  

Some authors take a biographical approach and analyze the 

clothing and style of specific people throughout history. 

Pattie Ellicott describes the fashion and style of specific 

women during the Revolutionary era of United States histo-

ry in her article entitled, “Early American Fashions.” 

Women included in her article are Dolly Madison, Martha 

Washington, and Nelly Custis. While describing the wom-

en’s preferred fashions, Ellicott also includes portraits to 

illustrate better the women’s clothing styles.  

Another research method is studying fashion catalogs and 

historical periodicals. Fashion catalogs help researchers 

discover the style popular during a particular year. For ex-

ample, the popular fashion trends in New York during the 

year 1909 are featured in Women’s Fashions of the Early 

1900s. The book includes catalog entries from the National 

Cloak & Suit Co. From hats to dresses and skirts, readers 

can learn about the styles and cost of various clothing items 

in 1909. A selection of fashion catalogs available in the 

History & Genealogy Department is included in the bibli-

ography at the end of this article. 

The library has recently acquired American Antiquarian 

Society (AAS) Historical Periodicals Collection, a database 

providing access to many American periodicals published 

between 1684 and 1912. The resource includes a selection 

of women’s periodicals covering the years 1733–1865. 

studios and photographers sometimes gave people 

clothing and props to wear. Photographers may have 

also requested that people wear specific colors or pat-

terns. Therefore, the clothing featured in a re-

searcher’s family photographs may not reflect the 

personal tastes and preferences of his or her ancestors.  

The following example demonstrates how some pho-

tographs can help researchers determine the date and 

time period of a particular fashion style. The photo-

graph of Mary Putnam Jacobi in Fig. 1 (page 1), taken 

Fig. 2 |  The photo and description in Joan Severa’s book is a close 
match to the dress in Fig. 1 and offers clues to the photo’s date. Source  
Joan L. Severa, Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and 
Fashion, 1840–1900, p. 254. 



Magazine articles offer a primary source featuring 

letters to women with instructions for updating their 

fall, winter, spring, and summer wardrobes. Illustra-

tions are also often included with the instructions in 

the ladies fashion magazines. Some of the titles in-

cluded are Lady’s Monthly Museum, Lady’s Maga-

zine, and Ladies’ Literary Gazette. AAS Historical 

Periodicals Collection includes full-text, digitized 

images of the periodicals. The database is available at 

all St. Louis County Library locations and can be ac-

cessed at home by St. Louis area residents with a val-

id St. Louis County Library card. 

Photographs featuring military uniforms also offer 

interesting details about ancestors, and some research-

ers may be fortunate enough to have ancestral uni-

forms in their personal collections. Uniforms provide 

clues, such as where an ancestor served and when. 

Their military rank and other details can also help you 

when requesting military service records from the 

National Archives.   

The History and Genealogy collection offers books 

and periodicals that are relevant for researchers study-

ing uniforms from various eras. Researchers are not 

limited to American military uniforms. The collection 

also includes reference materials for those researching 

German and English uniforms and medals from 

World War I and World War II.  

With the increasing number of digitization projects 

undertaken by various archives, it is becoming easier 

to find digital collections of uniforms and other cloth-

ing items online. For example, the sketches of uni-

form regulation changes for the United States Navy 

Reserve from World War I in Fig. 3–4 are viewable 

on the Naval History and Heritage Command’s Flickr 

account <https://bit.ly/2Enul6Z>. 

Researching clothing and fashion trends helps histori-

ans better understand society and politics of a particu-

lar time and place. For example, Kate Haulman’s arti-

cle, “Fashion and the Culture Wars of Revolutionary 

Philadelphia,” thoroughly describes and explains the 
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way that people expressed political views through 

fashion choices. Haulman not only explores popular 

fashions in Philadelphia during the Revolutionary 

War, but also enlightens readers on the ways people 

tried to influence political opinion through fashion. 

Loyalist fashions, such as the high-roll hairstyle, were 

very different from the plain hairstyles and subdued 

homespun clothing often associated with the Whigs.4    

 Whether you are researching fashion history to get a 

glimpse into the daily lives of your ancestors or seek-

ing historical information for writing your family his-

tory, many resources are available to help you. The 

library catalog <webpac.slcl.org> is a great pathway 

to discovering available print resources. Some sug-

gested keywords to use are “fashion history” and 

“costume history.” Also, take advantage of electronic 

databases. If you are uncertain about how to use 

online resources, the History and Genealogy Depart-

ment offers free classes to help you get started (see 

page 7). Staff members are also available to help you 

in person, online, and over the phone.  

Fig. 3–4 | US Navy Reserve Force, Yeoman F, WWI Changes in Uniform 
Regulations No. 15, p. 4. Source: Courtesy Naval History & Heritage Com-
mand Collection of Curator Branch Naval History and Heritage Command, 
Navy Department Library Photo License https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnhistory/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usnhistory/
webpac.slcl.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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1. Dr. Colleen Fitzpatrick, “Say Cheese,” Ancestry 

27, no. 5 (September/October 2009): 62.  

2. Joan Severa, Dressed for the Photographer: Ordi-

nary Americans and Fashion, 1840-1900 (Kent: 

Kent State University Press, 1995), 254. 

3. Severa, Dressed for the Photographer, 197.   

4. Kate Haulman, “Fashion and the Culture Wars of 

Revolutionary Philadelphia,” William and Mary 

Quarterly LXII, no. 4 (Oct. 2005): 652-659.  
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Shifting project will make materials 

easier to find—“Explore Tier 4”  

suspended until May 

History & Genealogy at St. Louis County Library 

is currently undertaking a shifting project that will 

move whole subject areas between Tiers (floors) 4 

and 5. The project will reorder and consolidate the 

collection so that books are easier to browse and 

find.  

Because of the disruption, “Explore Tier 4” week-

ends (the second weekend of each month when the 

area is normally open to the public) will be can-

celled during March and April. Tier 4 will reopen 

to the public during the week of May 8 when the 

National Genealogical Society Conference meets 

in St. Charles.  

The entire collection remains available for use. 

H&G staff members will gladly retrieve materials 

from Tier 4 upon request and will assist researchers 

in locating materials during the shifting process. 
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NEW BOOK HIGHLIGHTS 

hensive exploration of the colony's slave system, economy, 

and complex social and cultural life. 

The first six chapters of this essay collection focus on the 

formative decades of South Carolina's history, from 1670 

through the 1730s. Contributors Meaghan N. Duff, Bertrand 

Van Ruymbeke, and Gary L. Hewitt explore the colony's early 

settlement. R. C. Nash, Stephen G. Hardy, and Eirlys M. Bark-

er investigate the rapidly expanding economy. 

Turning to the colony's reliance on slave labor, William L. 

Ramsay analyzes the institution and abandonment of Indian 

slavery; Jennifer Lyle Morgan examines the reproductive ca-

pabilities of slave women; and S. Max Edelson looks at the 

distinctive social position of skilled slaves. Robert Olwell con-

siders how South Carolina public officials adapted the office 

of justice of the peace to the needs of a slave society, while 

Matthew Mulcahy shows how calamities of fires and hurri-

canes exacerbated the problem of slave control. 

Finally, Edward Pearson describes the ways in which South 

Carolina's emerging elite asserted their new status; G. Winston 

Lane and Elizabeth M. Pruden review the surprising economic 

independence of women; and Thomas Little examines the col-

ony's religious life and spread of evangelicalism.—Publisher 
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HEINZ KLOSS 

Atlas der im 19.  

[i.e. neunzehnten] und 

frühen 20. Jh. entstand-

enen deutschen Sied-

lungen in USA / Atlas of 

19th and Early 20th 

Century German-

American Settlements 

Marburg: Elwert, 1975 

R 973.0431 K66A 

This oversized atlas provides 

graphic presentations of the occurrences of German-speaking 

settlement in the Unites States by state and county. After illus-

trating overall German immigrant settlement to 1910, further 

maps break down immigration data into subsets, including 

Germans from Russia, Germans immigrating from outside the 

German Empire, secular clubs (such as Turnvereine) and the 

occurrence of German-speaking churches by denomination. 

Maps are based on U.S. Federal Census data and information 

reported by organizations and religious denominations. The 

introduction provides background information and a thorough 

explanation of the maps and their symbols. The text is in Ger-

man with a parallel English translation.—H&G staff 

JACK P. GREENE, ROSEMARY 

BRANA-SHUTE, AND RANDY J. 

SPARKS, EDS. 

Money, Trade, and Pow-

er: The Evolution of Co-

lonial South Carolina's 

Plantation Society 

University of South Carolina 

Press, 2001 

R 975.7 M742 

Reflecting the burgeoning inter-

est of colonial historians in 

South Carolina and its role as the economic and cultural center 

of the Lower South, Money, Trade, and Power is a compre-

View a complete list of new 
books online 

A list of new books received during the previous month 

is posted on the library’s website. View the list online 

<https://bit.ly/2HrQhks>. For more information about 

viewing the new book list online, exporting records, and 

saving items to a customized list, call (314) 994-3300 or 

ask a librarian when visiting any St. Louis County Library 

branch. 

http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2
http://webpac.slcl.org/search~S32?/ftlist%5ebib30,1,0,34/mode=2


 

MARCH 2019 | PAGE 8 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF 

CHARLESTON 

The Churches of 

Charleston and the 

Lowcountry 

University of South 

Carolina Press, 1994 

R 975.7915 C562 

Standing as a proud testament 

to Charleston's religious toler-

ance, churches and syna-

gogues scattered throughout 

the historic port have defined 

Charleston's landscape since its founding. Built by Anglicans, 

Huguenots, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Quakers, Bap-

tists, Lutherans, Jews, Catholics, African Methodist Episcopa-

lians, and almost every other denomination found on Ameri-

can shores, Charleston's sacred structures are considered the 

finest collection of antebellum religious architecture in the 

country. In a grand photographic tour, The Churches of 

Charleston and the Lowcountry captures the drama, history, 

and architectural significance of the buildings that continue to 

draw architects, historians, architectural enthusiasts, and tour-

ists to the city for study, reflection, and inspiration. From  

St. Michael's, a Charleston landmark, to such lesser known but 

equally impressive houses of worship as the Unitarian Church 

and St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, the sixty structures spot-

lighted in this volume offer glimpses into the religious, social, 

and economic development of Charleston and into the archi-

tectural fashions of colonial, federal, and antebellum America.

—Publisher 

JOHN HAYWOOD WITH BRI-

AN CATCHPOLE 

Historical Atlas of the 

19th Century World, 

1783-1914 

Barnes & Noble Books, 

1998 

R 911 H427H 

The Historical Atlas of the 

19th Century offers a fasci-

nating guide to the history of 

humanity from the time of 

the American Revolution to 

World War I. Combining superbly detailed maps with a 

wealth of supporting narrative and an invaluable A–Z histori-

cal encyclopedia, it provides not only unique perspectives on 

the broad sweep of world history but also detailed coverage of 

regional developments, presenting hard facts and expert inter-

pretation in a form that is both readily accessible and visually 

exciting.—Publisher 

Briefly noted 

African American 

Coming Through: Voices of a South Carolina Gullah Commu-

nity from WPA Oral Histories. R 975.7 C733 

Notes from a Colored Girl: The Civil War Pocket Diaries of 

Emilie Frances Davis. R 973.781 W592N 

Architecture and monuments 

A Celebration of Freedom: Liberty Weekend, 1986.  

R 974.71 C392 

Historic Houses of Early America. R 973 L353H 
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PastPorts is published by History & Genealogy at 

St. Louis County Library, located on Tier 5 of Library 

Headquarters. 

Current and past issues can be downloaded from the 

web <http://www.slcl.org/pastports>. 

Contact us: 

History & Genealogy  

St. Louis County Library 

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

Phone: 314-994-3300, ext. 2070 

Email: genealogy@slcl.org 

Website: http://www.slcl.org 

Tours 

Tours are conducted on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 

10:30 a.m. Group tours of 10 or more are gladly  

arranged with advance notice by calling 314-994-3300, 

ext. 2070. 

http://www.slcl.org/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/pastports
http://www.slcl.org
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Biography 

Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune 

and Florida Pioneer. RB Titus Henry 

Florida Founder William P. Duval: Frontier Bon Vivant.  

R 975.9 D393F 

The Life and Letters of Benjamin Franklin.  

RB Franklin Benjamin 

Patrick N. Lynch, 1817-1882: Third Catholic Bishop of 

Charleston. RB Lynch Patrick 

Canada 

The Correspondence of Lieut. Governor John Graves Simcoe: 

with Allied Documents Relating to His Administration of 

the Government of Upper Canada. R 971.3 C824 

Gravestones of Glengarry. R 971.375 F841G 

History of Compton County and Sketches of the Eastern 

Townships, District of St. Francis, and Sherbrooke Coun-

ty. R 971.468 C458H 

Westminster Township, South-East of the Thames: One Hun-

dred Years of Yesterday's News, Today's History.  

R 971.325 W532 

England 

Abstracts of Wiltshire Inclosure Awards and Agreements. 

R 942.31 S214A 

Calendar of Antrobus Deeds Before 1625. R 942.31 P978C 

The Monumental Brasses of Wiltshire: A Series of Examples 

of These Memorials, Ranging from the Thirteenth to the 

Seventeenth Centuries, Accompanied with Notices De-

scriptive of Ancient Costume, and Generally Illustrative of 

the History of the Country during this Period. R 942.31 

K62M 

The Records of the Guild of the Holy Trinity, St. Mary, St. 

John the Baptist and St. Katherine of Coventry. Vol. 2.  

R 942.48 R311 

Maps 

Atlas der im 19. [i.e. neunzehnten] und frühen 20. Jh. ent-

standenen deutschen Siedlungen in USA [Atlas of 19th 

and Early 20th Century German-American Settlements]. 

R 973.0431 K66A 

Historical Atlas of the 19th Century World, 1783-1914.  

R 911 H427H 
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Military 

Civil War 

A City Laid Waste: The Capture, Sack, and Destruction of the 

City of Columbia. R 973.738 S592C 

Into the Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg.  

R 973.737 H586I 

Never for Want of Powder: The Confederate Powder Works in 

Augusta, Georgia. R 973.71 N513 

Biography 

Captain James Carlin: Anglo-American Blockade-Runner.  

R 973.7092 C282C 

Promotion or the Bottom of the River: The Blue and Gray 

Naval Careers of Alexander F. Warley, South Carolinian. 

R 973.757 S854P 

Resolute Rebel: General Roswell S. Ripley, Charleston's Gal-

lant Defender. R 973.7092 B471R 

Wade Hampton III. RB Hampton Wade 

Primary sources 

The Civil War Letters of Alexander McNeill, 2nd South Caro-

lina Infantry Regiment. R 973.782 N169C 

A Confederate Englishman: The Civil War Letters of Henry 

Wemyss Feilden. R 973.782 F295C 

Days of Destruction: Augustine Thomas Smythe and the Civil 

War Siege of Charleston. R 973.782 S668D 

Faith, Valor, and Devotion: The Civil War Letters of William 

Porcher Dubose. R 973.782 D817F 

High Seas and Yankee Gunboats: A Blockade-Running Ad-

venture from the Diary of James Dickson.  

R 973.75 D961H 

History & Genealogy  
Open House for Educators 

Learn about all of the wonderful resources available for 

educators in the History & Genealogy Department. A Q&A 

session will follow the presentation.  

Saturday, March 2, 10:00 a.m., Headquarters 

No registration required 
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Ironclads and Big Guns of the Confederacy: The Journal and 

Letters of John M. Brooke. R 973.757 B872I 

South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillon 

Keitt, 1824-1864. R 973.782 M554S 

A Yankee Scholar in Coastal South Carolina: William Francis 

Allen's Civil War Journals. R 973.781 A432Y 

French and Indian War 

Orderly Book and Journal of Major John Hawks on  the Ti-

conderoga-Crown Point Campaign: Under General Jef-

frey Amherst, 1759-1760. R 973.26 H395O 

Revolutionary War 

A Bibliography of Loyalist Source Material in the United 

States, Canada, and Great Britain. R 973.314 B582 

Concord Fight, April 19th, 1775: The First Shot.  

R 973.3311 H885C 

Crescent Moon Over Carolina: William Moultrie and  
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American Liberty. RB Moultrie William 

From Revolution to Reunion: The Reintegration of the South 

Carolina Loyalists. R 973.314 B821F 

George Washington's Expense Account. R 973.3 K62G 

Martyr of the American Revolution: The Execution of Isaac 

Hayne, South Carolinian. R 973.381 B813M 

Relieve Us of This Burthen: American Prisoners of War in the 

Revolutionary South, 1780-1782. R 973.371 B734R 

World War II 

Kearby's Thunderbolts: The 348th Fighter Group in World 

War II. R 940.5449 S784K 

Liberators over Norwich: The 458th Bomb Group (H), 8th 

USAAF at Horsham St. Faith, 1944-1945.  

R 940.5449 M153L 

Matterhorn: The Operational History of the XX Bomber Com-

mand from India and China 1944-1945. 

R 940.5449 M474M 

 Shelf life Shelf life SAMPLINGS FROM THE PRINT COLLECTION 

 Book | King’s Daughters and Founding Mothers 

In 1663, the 80,000 people 

settled in English colonies 

along the east coast of 

North America dwarfed 

Quebec’s European 

population of about 2,500. A 

significant contributing 

cause of this difference was 

that French men greatly 

outnumbered the population 

of marriageable women in Quebec. While some 

colonists married native women, which had a beneficial 

side effect of fostering alliances, the situation 

discouraged soldiers, tradesmen, and others from 

permanently settling. 

Between 1663 and 1673, Louis XIV, King of France, 

sponsored nearly 800 young women by providing 

passage to Quebec, a dowry, various clothing items, 

and other practical goods. These women came to be 

called the Filles du Roi, or King’s Daughters. Often 

orphaned or poor, the women were recruited primarily 

from northern cities such as Paris. In King’s Daughters 

and Founding Mothers: The Filles du Roi, 1663–1673 

(R 971.4 G197K), Peter J. Gagné provides substantial 

information about each woman as well as details about 

the program’s history, outcome, and the women’s 

experience of it. 

Because women did not pass surnames down to their 

children, researchers will not know which Filles du Roi 

are their ancestors until tracing lines back through 

church records to late 1600s. Typical entries include the 

names of the woman’s parents, place and time of birth, 

situation before leaving France, and stories of the lives 

and families they made in Quebec. 
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Memphis Belle: Biography of a B-17 Flying Fortress. 

R 940.5449 P448M 

On the Highways of the Skies: The 8th Air Force in World 

War II. R 940.5449 B787O 

Protect & Avenge: The 49th Fighter Group in World War II. 

R 940.5449 F353P 

Ridgewell's Flying Fortresses: The 381st Bombardment 

Group (H) in World War II. R 940.5449 M153R 

Squadron of Deception: The 36th Bomb Squadron in World 

War II. R 940.5449 H985S 

Victory Roll: The American Fighter Pilot and Aircraft in 

World War II. R 940.5449 W855V 

Warpath: The Story of the 345th Bombardment Group in 

World War II. R 940.5449 W285 

Wrong Place! Wrong Time! R 940.5449 K96W 

Religion 

Challenges on  the Emmaus Road: Episcopal Bishops Con-

front Slavery, Civil War, and Emancipation.  

R 973.71 D713C 
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The Journal and Major Essays of John Woolman.  

R 289.6 W914J 

States 

Indiana 

Pike County, Indiana Marriage Index. R 977.236 P355P 

Pike County, Indiana: Pictorial History. R 977.236 P635 

Massachusetts 

A History of the Second Church, or Old North, in Boston: To 

Which Is Added a History of the New Brick Church.  

R 974.461 R632H 

Bulfinch's Boston, 1787-1817. R 974.461 K59B 

Early Northampton. R 974.423 M414E 

John Pory's Lost Description of Plymouth Colony in the Earli-

est Days of the Pilgrim Fathers.... R 974.482 P853J 

Lynn and Surroundings. R 974.45 H682L 

The Story of the Old Colony of New Plymouth, 1620-1692.  

R 974.482 M861S 

Vital Records of Marblehead, Massachusetts, to the End of the 

Year 1849. R 974.45 V836 

Year-Book of the Society of Colonial Wars in the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts: Constitution and By-Laws, Ad-

dresses and Original Papers, List of Members, Etc.  

R 974.4 S678Y 

Pennsylvania 

Carlisle, Old and New. R 974.843 C582C 

Cumberland County, Pennsylvania in the Civil War, 1861-

1865: With Historical Sketches. 973.7448 H489C 

A History of Muhlenberg College, 1848-1967.  

R 974.827 S971H 

A Philadelphia Story: The Philadelphia Contributionship for 

the Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire.  

R 974.811 W142P 

Tales of Tioga, Pennsylvania, and Its People. R 974.856 Y75T 

South Carolina 

The Best Gun in the World: George Woodward Morse and the 

South Carolina State Military Works. R 975.7 S459B 

Carnival of Blood: Dueling, Lynching, and Murder in South 

Carolina, 1880-1920. R 975.7 M822C 

The History of Beaufort County, South Carolina.  

R 975.799 R883H 

Celebrate Women’s History Month  
at St. Louis County Library 

Explore Women’s History 

Learn how to use library resources to find biographies, 

speeches and historic events related to women.Adults and 

teens. Registration required.  

March 5 2:00 p.m. Florissant Valley | Register 

March 7 2:00 p.m. Oak Bend | Register 

March 8 2:00 p.m. Grant’s View |  Register 

March 9 2:00 p.m. Natural Bridge |  Register 

March 25 10:00 a.m. Headquarters | Register 

More Women’s History Month events 

See the complete lineup of St. Louis County Library Wom-

en’s History Month events online <https://bit.ly/2Vs1Ta0> 

Women’s History & Genealogy subject guide 

Download the “Women’s History and Genealogy” guide to 

the History & Genealogy Department  

<https://bit.ly/2GRM8px> 

https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-womens-history
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-women%E2%80%99s-history-0
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-women%E2%80%99s-history-0
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-womens-history-1
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-womens-history-0
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-womens-history-0
https://www.slcl.org/content/explore-womens-history-0
https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/hg%20women%20guide.pdf
https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/hg%20women%20guide.pdf
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The Huguenot Connection: The Edict of Nantes, Its Revoca-

tion, and Early French Migration to South Carolina.  

R 975.7 H897 

The Journal of Peter Horry, South Carolinian: Recording the 

New Republic, 1812-1814. R 975.7 H816J 

Money, Trade, and Power: The Evolution of Colonial South 

Carolina's Plantation Society. 975.7 M742 

A Portion of the People: Three Hundred Years of Southern 

Jewish Life. R 975.7 P852 

The South Carolina Diary of Reverend Archibald Simpson.  

R 975.7 S613S 
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Twilight on  the South Carolina Rice Fields: Letters of the 

Heyward Family, 1862-1871. R 975.7 H622T 

Charleston County 

City of the Silent: The Charlestonians of Magnolia Cemetery. 

R 975.7915 P563C 

The Churches of Charleston and the Lowcountry.  

R 975.7915 C562 

Patroons & Periaguas: Enslaved Watermen and Watercraft of 

the Lowcountry. R 975.791 H314P 

The Travelers' Charleston: Accounts of Charleston and Low-

country South Carolina, 1666-1861. R 975.7915 T779 

Virginia 

A History of Colonial Virginia: The First Permanent Colony 

in America, to Which Is Added the Genealogy of the Sev-

eral Shires and Counties and Population in Virginia from 

the First Spanish Colony to the Present Time.  

R 975.5 C928H 

Loudoun County, Virginia, Marriage Records to 1891.  

R 975.528 J59L 

Other northern titles 

Bi-Centennial History of Gorham, Maine, 1736-1936: An Ac-

count of the Anniversary Celebration of the Town.  

R 974.191 B583 

Historical Sketch of Amherst, New Hampshire.  

R 974.28 F233H 

History of Saint Andrew's Society of the State of New York, 

1756-1906. R 974.7 M879H 

The New England States: Their Constitutional, Judicial, Edu-

cational, Commercial, Professional and Industrial Histo-

ry. R 974 D265N 

Other Midwestern titles 

Faithful unto Death: The James-Younger Raid on  the First 

National Bank, Northfield, Minnesota, September 7, 1876. 

R 977.6555 K75F 

History of Trempealeau County, Wisconsin. R 977.549 C978H 

Other southern titles 

Florida's First Families: Translated Abstracts of Pre-1821 

Spanish Censuses. R 975.9 M657F 

The Mobile River. R 976.122 S632M 

Get complete digital access to 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
through library databases 

 Newspapers.com <https://bit.ly/2VsI7uP> 

Coverage for 1874–1922. Searchable; includes page  

images. 

 ProQuest  Historical St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Database <https://bit.ly/2qx6ic> 

Coverage for 1874–2003. Searchable; includes page  

images. 

 Newsbank St. Louis Post-Dispatch Database 

<https://bit.ly/2T8i13v> 

Coverage for 1988–present with partial coverage 1981–

1987. Searchable; text only. 

 ProQuest Digital Microfilm <https://bit.ly/2NDeMvc> 

Coverage for 2008 to three months before current date.  

Searchable; includes page images. 

 America’s Obituaries & Death Notices  

<https://bit.ly/2C11gg4>  

Includes obituaries from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1988–

current. Searchable; text only. 

Newspaper databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

metropolitan-area residents with a valid St. Louis County 

Library card. 

file:///C:/Users/sholl/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.slcl.org/content/historical-st-louis-post-dispatch-proquest
https://www.slcl.org/content/historical-st-louis-post-dispatch-proquest
https://www.slcl.org/content/st-louis-post-dispatch-newsbank
https://www.slcl.org/content/proquest-digital-microfilm%E2%84%A2
https://www.slcl.org/content/americas-obituaries-death-notices-newsbank
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Women’s history 

All-Girls Education from Ward Seminary to Harpeth Hall, 

1865-2015. R 976.855 P486A 

Journal of a Lady of Quality: Being the Narrative of a Jour-

ney from Scotland to the West Indies, North Carolina, and 

Portugal, in the Years 1774 to 1776. R 910.4 S313J 

Journal highlights 

American Ancestors (New England historic Genealogical So-

ciety), 19:3 (Fall 2018): “Resources for Researching Your 

Eastern Shaker Ancestors,” 39. 

American Jewish History (American Jewish Historical Socie-

ty), 102:4 (Oct. 2018): “Rediscovering Jewish Infrastruc-

ture: Showcasing Surviving Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-

Century Synagogues,” 563. 

Familie und Geschichte: Hefte für Familien-

geschichtsforschung im sächsisch-thüringischen Raum 

[Family and History: Journal for Family History Research 

in the Saxony-Thuringian Area], 9:3 (July–September 

2018): “Auswanderung sächsischer Altlutheraner 1838—

Ausgangpunk für die Gründung der “Lutheran church—

Missouri Synod” [Emigration of the Saxon Old Lutherans 

in 1838—Starting Point for the Establishment of the 

“Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod”], 481. 

Family Tree Magazine, 20:1 (Jan./Feb. 2019): “Missing Out: 

When Lost, Burned or Otherwise Nonexistent Records 

Leave Gaps in Your Family Tree, Fill in the Blanks with 

these Six Expert Tricks,” 54. 

GALLUS: Glasgow Ancestry Links the Likes of Us (Glasgow 

& West of Scotland Family History Society), No. 113 

(Oct. 2018): “Maps for Scottish Family History,” 14. 

Rodziny (Polish Genealogical Society of America),  

Fall 2018: “Emigration Documentation in the Polish  

State Archives,” 1. 

The Septs (Irish Genealogical Society International), 40:1 

(January 2019): “Finding Irish Immigrants in Passenger 

Lists,” 138.  
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CLASSES & PROGRAMS 
CLASSES 

Classes are free and open to the public, but registration is 

required. Register online at www.slcl.org or call 314-994-

3300. Before registering for classes, you should already 

know how to use a computer and search the Internet. A 

prerequisite is noted for some classes. 

CLASSES FOR BEGINNING RESEARCHERS 

Who Were My Ancestors? Beginning 

Genealogical Research 

If you have little or no research experience, this is the class for 

you. Learn about the genealogical research process and the 

many resources available in History & Genealogy at St. Louis 

County Library.  

March 19 2:00 p.m. Grand Glaize | Register 

April 8 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

Library Skills for Genealogical Research 

Libraries offer essential tools for researching your ancestry. 

Learn how to search online library catalogs, obtain 

materials from distant libraries, locate periodical articles, 

and use the library’s in-house guides. Pre-requisite: “Who 

Were My Ancestors?” or previous research experience.  

March 4 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

April 17 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

April 30 2:00 p.m. Daniel Boone | Register 

Finding Ancestors in U.S. Census Records 

Census records are a basic and essential source for 

genealogical research in the U.S. Learn how to search census 

records effectively using Ancestry Library Edition and other 

electronic databases. 

March 14 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

April 2 2:00 p.m. Daniel Boone | Register 

April 9 10:00 a.m. Cliff Cave | Register 

CLASSES TO EXPAND RESEARCH SKILLS 

Researching Newspaper Databases 

Newspapers are excellent sources of historical and 

genealogical information, and digitization has made them 

more widely available. The class will cover 19th-Century U. S. 

Newspapers, NewspaperArchive, Newspapers.com and  

St. Louis Post-Dispatch databases. 

April 4 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

April 16 2:00 p.m. Florissant Valley | Register 

Finding Immigrant European Ancestors 

Discover print and online resources for researching immigrant 

ancestors. This class will include an overview of information 

available on Ancestry Library Edition and other electronic 

databases. Prerequisite: Finding Ancestors in U.S. Census 

Records class or comparable research experience. 

March 12 10:00 a.m. Cliff Cave | Register 

March 20 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

Identifying Ancestral Military Veterans  

Explore strategies for military research in the Fold3 and 

Ancestry Library Edition databases, as well as in print and 

online sources. Prerequisite: “Finding Ancestors in U.S. 

Census Records” or comparable research experience. 

March 5 2:00 p.m. Daniel Boone | Register 

March 26 10:00 a.m. Weber Road | Register 

March 27 2:00 p.m. Headquarters | Register 

SPECIAL TOPICS AND SOURCES 

Introduction to the FamilySearch Website 

FamilySearch.org is a free website that offers millions of 

records for genealogical research. Learn about available 

records and get tips for searching them.  

March 19 6:30 p.m. Grants View | Register 

http://www.slcl.org
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210858
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211857
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211690
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211858
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210847
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211720
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210846
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210842
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211840
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210849
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210841
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211810
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=210845
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211042
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211811
https://slcl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=211379
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PROGRAMS 

Programs are free and open to the public. No 

registration is required. 

Wednesday, March 6, 6:30 p.m. | Cliff Cave 

Genealogy: World War I Veterans of St. Louis 

Many St. Louisans, including local businesses and 

institutions, played a significant role in World War I. Learn 

some of their stories and how they are connected to 

Bellefontaine Cemetery. Dan Fuller, speaker. 

Saturday, March 9, 10:00 a.m. | Headquarters 

English Church Records 

St. Louis Genealogical Society General Membership Meeting 

Explore church and civil records related to Catholics and 

Protestants, and learn key terminology for identifying the 

denominational affiliation of your English ancestors. Jake 

Eubanks, speaker. 

Wednesday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. | Headquarters 

Finding Your German Ancestor in Emigration and 

Immigration Lists 

StLGS German Special Interest Groups 

Emigration and immigration lists might reveal the ancestral 

hometown of your family. Learn how to research in these 

seldom-used resources. Dan Lilienkamp, speaker. 

Wednesday, April 3, 6:30 p.m. | Cliff Cave 

Genealogy: Finding Your Ancestors at the 

Missouri History Museum Library & Research 

Center 

Discover more about your St. Louis ancestors using 

genealogy resources curated by the Missouri Historical 

Society. Dennis Northcott, speaker. 

Saturday, April 13, 10:00 a.m. | Headquarters 

Help Your Documents & Photographs Last 

Longer: Archival Advice  

St. Louis Genealogical Society General Membership Meeting 

Learn how to preserve original documents and 

photographs so they will last another century or more. 

Topics will include handling, housing and storage, and 

environmental conditions. Diane Everman, speaker. 

Tuesday, April 23, 7:00 p.m. | Headquarters 

Irish Emigration: Post Famine to Early 1900s 

StLGS Irish Special Interest Group 

The speaker will discuss immigration during the post 

famine years to the early 1900s, the period of greatest 

exodus from Ireland. Gabrielle Woeltje, speaker.  

Bridgeton Trails 

3455 McKelvey Road 

Bridgeton, MO 63044 

Cliff Cave 

5430 Telegraph Road 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

Daniel Boone 

300 Clarkson Rd. 

Ellisville, MO 63011 

Eureka Hills 

156 Eureka Town Center 

Eureka, MO 63025 

Florissant Valley 

195 New Florissant Rd, S. 

Florissant, MO 63031 

Grant’s View 

9700 Musick Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63123 

Headquarters 

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

Indian Trails 

8400 Delport Dr. 

St. Louis, MO 63114 

Jamestown Bluffs 

4153 N. Highway 67 

Florissant, MO 63034 

Lewis & Clark 

9909 Lewis-Clark Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63136 

Meramac Valley 

625 New Smizer Mill Rd. 

Fenton, MO 63026 

Mid-County—CLOSED 

7821 Maryland Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Natural Bridge 

7606 Natural Bridge Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63121 

Oak Bend 

842 S. Holmes Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

Prairie Commons 

915 Utz Lane 

Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Rock Road 

10267 St. Charles Rock Rd. 

St. Ann, MO 63074 

Samuel C. Sachs 

16400 Burkhardt Place 

Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Thornhill—OPENS FEB. 13 

12863 Willowyck Dr. 

St. Louis, MO 63146 

Weber Road 

4444 Weber Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63123 

General information 

Phone: 314-994-3300, 
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